
The S F E C T A T O R . 12; 

N® 12. Wednefdayy March 14. 

Viteres avias tihi de fulmone revello. Perf. 

AT ray cpming to London, ít was fome time before 
I could fettle my felf in a Houfe to my liking. I 
was fbrced to quit my firll Lodgings, by reafon 

of an oflicious Lancllady, that wouW be asking me e\'ery 
Morning how I had ílept. I then fell ínto an honeft Fa-
milv, and lived very happily for above a W e e k ; when 
jny Landlord, who was a jolly good-natured Man, took 
it into his Head that I wanted Company, and therefore 
would frequently come ínto my Chamlier to keep me 
from bcing alone. This I bore for two or threc D a y s ; 
but telüngme oneDay that he wasafraid I was melancho-
ly, I thought it was high time for me to be gene, and ac-
cordingly took new lodgings that very Night . Abou ta 
"Week after, I found my jolly Landlord, who, as 1 faid 
before, was an honeft hearty Man, had put me into an 
Advertifement of the Daily Courant, in the following 
Words, Whereas a melancholy Man left bis Lodgings on 
Thurfday laft in the Aftermon^ and ivas after^^ards feen 
going to-vjards Iflington j if any one can gi've notice of bim 
/o R. B. Fijhmtmger in the Strand, he ̂ all be very <well 
re-wardedfor his Paíns. As I am the beft Man in the 
World to keep my own Counfel, and my Landlord the 
Fifhmonger not knowing m y N a m e , this Acc íden tofmy 
Life was never difcovered to ihis very Day. 

I am now fcttled with a Widow-woman, who has a 
great many Children, and complies with my Humour in 
every thing. I do not remember that v/e have exchanged 
a Word tcgether tlxefe Five Years; my Coffce comes in-
to my Chamber every Morning without asking for i t ; 
if I want Fire I point to my Chimney, if Water to my 
Rifon: Upon whach my Landlady nods, as much as to 
fay íhe takes my Meaning, and immediatcly obeys my 
Situáis. She has likewife moderd her Family fo well, 

that 
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that when her llttle Boy ofFers to pulí me by the Coat, 
or prattle in my Face, his eldeft Siller ímmediately calis 
him ofF, and bids him not dillurb the Gentleman. At 
niy firft entring into the Family, I was troubled with the 
Civility oftheir rifmg up to me every time I carne into the 
Room 5 but my Landlady obferving that upon thefe Oc* 
cafions I always cried Pifti, and went out again, has for-
bidden any fuch Ceremony to be ufed ín the Houfe ; ib 
that at prefcnt I walk into the Kitchen or Parlour with-
oQt being taken notice of, or giving any Interruption to 
the Bufinefs or Difcourfe of the Family. T h e Maid will 
ask her Miílrefs (tho' I am by) whether the Gentleman 
is ready to go to Dinner, as the Miilrefs (who is indecd 
an excellent Houfe^v¡fe) ícolds at the Ser\'ants as licartily 
befbre my Face as behind my Back. In íhort, I move 
up and down the Houfe, and enter into all Comptiniís 
with the ían\e Liberty as a Cat or any other Domcílick 
Animal, and am as íitcle fafpefted of tclling any thing 
that I hear or fe<^ 

I remembcr lall Winter thcre were feveral young Girls 
of the Neighbourhood fitting about the Fire witli my 
Lindlady's Daughtcrs, and tclling Storics of Spirits ai,d 
Apparitions. Upon my opening the Door the young Wo-
msn broke ofF their Difcourfe,but my Landlady's Daugh-
ters telling them that it was no Body but the Gentleman 
(for that i s theName which I goby in the Neighbourhood 
as well as ¡n the Family) they went on wlthout minding 
me. I feated my felf by the Candle that ftood on a l ' a -
ble at one end of the Room ; and pretending to read a 
Boo!c that I topk out of my Pocket, heard feveral dread-
ful Storics of Ghofis as palé as Alhes that had ílood at the 
Feet of a Bed, or wallced over a Church-yard by M O O B -

l igh t : And oí others that had becn conjured into the Red-
Sea, for diílurbing Pcople's Reft, and drawing their Cur-
tains at Midnight, with many other oíd Womens Fables 
of the like nature. As one Spirit raifed another, I ob-
ferved that at the End of every Story the whole Compa-
ny clofed their Ranks, and crouded about the Fire : I 
took notice in particular of a little Boy, who was fo at-
tentive to every Story, that I am míllaken íf he ventures 
to go to Bed by himfelf this Tweke-month . Indeed they 
talfecd fo long, that the Imaginations of the whole AíTem-
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bly were manlfeílly crazed, and I am fure will be the 
worfe for it as long as tliey live. I heard one of the 
Gnrls, that had loolied upon me over lier Shouldcr, ask-
ing tí\e Company how long I had bsen in the Room, and 
whether I did not look j ^ e r ihan I ufed to do. This 
put me under fome Appreheníions that I íhouid be forced 
to explain my felf if 1 did not ret ire; for which Reafon 
I took the Candle in my Mand, and went up into iny 
Chamber, not without wondering at this unaccountabie 
Weaknefs in reafonable Creatures, that they fliould leve 
to aftoniíh and terrify one another. Were I a Fatlier, I 
fhould take a particular Careto preferve my Children from 
thefe little Horrors of ímagination, which they are apt 
to contraft when they are young, and are not able to 
íhake oíF when they are in Years. I have known a Sol-
dier that has entred a Breach, aíFrighted at his own Sha-
dow ; and look palé upon a little fcratching at his Door, 
who the Day before had marclied up againlt a Battery of 
Cannon. There are Inftances of Pcrfons, whohave been 
tcrrified even to Diftraftion, at the Figure of a Tree, 
or the Ihaking of a Bull-ruíh. T h e Tru th of it is, I Icok 
upon a found Imagitiation as the grcatell Blelfing of Life, 
ncxt to a clear Judgment and a good Confciencc. In the 
mean time, fince there are very fcw whofe Minds are 
not more or lefs fubjeél to thefe dreadful Thoughts and 
Apprehcnfions, we ought to arm our felves againft them 
by the Diftates of Realon and Religión, to pulí the oíd 
IVoman out of our Hearts (as Perjtus exprefles it in the 
Motto of my Paper) and extinguífli thofe impertinent 
Notions which we imbibed at a Time that we were not 
ab l e to judge of their Abfurdity. Or if we believe, as 
many wife and ^ood Men have done, that there are fiich 
Phantomsand /ipparitions as thofe I have been fpeaking 
of, let US endcavour to eílablilh to our felves an Intereít 
in him who holds the Reins of the whole Creation in his 
Hand , and moderates them after fuch a Manner, that it i» 
impoíiible for one Being to break loofe upon another 
without his Knmvledge and Permiffion. 

F O R my own part, I am apt to join in Opinión with 
thofe who believe that all the Regions of Nature fwarm 
with Spirits; and that we have Multitudes ofSpeéfctors 
on all our A£üon5, when we think our felves moft a lone: 

But 
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But inftead of terriíying my feif with fiich a Notion, I 
am wonderfully pleafed to think that I ajn always en-
gaged with fuch an innumerable Society, ín fearching 
out the Wonders of the Creation, and joining in the 
íame Confort of Praife and Adoration. 

Ai / ¿ T O A'̂  has finely defcribed this mixed Commu-
nion of Men and Spirits in Paradife j and had doubclefs. 
his Eye upon a Vcrfe in oíd Hefiod, which is almoll 
Word for Word the fame with his third Line in the fol-
lowing PaíTage. 

• Uor think, though Men ivere nonf, 
That Heav'n icauld "jjant Spe^ators, God nuant Praife : 

•)f Spiritual Creatures tMalk the Earth 
Vnfeen, both luben lue ujake and vihen ive Jleep i Jnfei 
MI the fe tMtth ceafelefs Praife his ^f^irki behold 

Day and Night, Hovj oft\ 
edjoinz Hill tr Thicket have ive heari 

Both Day and Night. H(nu ofttn from the Stttpy 

Milliont of Spiritual Creatures tMalk the Earth 
1, bot. 
efe tvi 
^Jaj ai 

O^ edning Hill tr Thicket have ive 
CelefHal raices to the midnivht Air, 
Sale, ur rsfponfi've each to other^s Note, 
Singing their great Creaisr f Ofi in Snn'Js, 
Wbile they keep Watch, er nightly rounding 
ÍViíh heaiínlj 7ouch tf infirummtal 
In full bartHtnick Number Join'd, their 
Divide tbt Night, and lift tur Iboughtt t$ Hfv'n. 

N ? 13. Thurfdayy March 15. 

Di( mihififueras tu Leo qualis eris f Mar t . 

' " T ^ H E R E is nothing that of late Years has affordcd 
I Matter of greater Amufement to the Town than 

Signior NiceliHt'% Combat with a Lion in the Hay-
Market, which has been very often exhibited to the ge-
neral Satisfaélion of molí of the Nobility and Gentry i» 
the Kingdom of Great-Britain. Upon the firft Rumour 
of this intended Combat, it was confidently affirmcd 
and is ílill believed by many in both Galleries, that there 
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