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But inftead of terriíying my feif with fiich a Notion, I 
am wonderfully pleafed to think that I ajn always en-
gaged with fuch an innumerable Society, ín fearching 
out the Wonders of the Creation, and joining in the 
íame Confort of Praife and Adoration. 

Ai / ¿ T O A'̂  has finely defcribed this mixed Commu-
nion of Men and Spirits in Paradife j and had doubclefs. 
his Eye upon a Vcrfe in oíd Hefiod, which is almoll 
Word for Word the fame with his third Line in the fol-
lowing PaíTage. 

• Uor think, though Men ivere nonf, 
That Heav'n icauld "jjant Spe^ators, God nuant Praife : 

•)f Spiritual Creatures tMalk the Earth 
Vnfeen, both luben lue ujake and vihen ive Jleep i Jnfei 
MI the fe tMtth ceafelefs Praife his ^f^irki behold 

Day and Night, Hovj oft\ 
edjoinz Hill tr Thicket have ive heari 

Both Day and Night. H(nu ofttn from the Stttpy 

Milliont of Spiritual Creatures tMalk the Earth 
1, bot. 
efe tvi 
^Jaj ai 

O^ edning Hill tr Thicket have ive 
CelefHal raices to the midnivht Air, 
Sale, ur rsfponfi've each to other^s Note, 
Singing their great Creaisr f Ofi in Snn'Js, 
Wbile they keep Watch, er nightly rounding 
ÍViíh heaiínlj 7ouch tf infirummtal 
In full bartHtnick Number Join'd, their 
Divide tbt Night, and lift tur Iboughtt t$ Hfv'n. 

N ? 13. Thurfdayy March 15. 

Di( mihififueras tu Leo qualis eris f Mar t . 

' " T ^ H E R E is nothing that of late Years has affordcd 
I Matter of greater Amufement to the Town than 

Signior NiceliHt'% Combat with a Lion in the Hay-
Market, which has been very often exhibited to the ge-
neral Satisfaélion of molí of the Nobility and Gentry i» 
the Kingdom of Great-Britain. Upon the firft Rumour 
of this intended Combat, it was confidently affirmcd 
and is ílill believed by many in both Galleries, that there 
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led fo eafily as he ought to have done ; befides, :t was 
obferved of him, that he grew more furly every time he 
carne out of the Lion j and having dropt fome Words in 
ordinary Converfation, as ¡f he had not fought his beft, 
and that he fuffered himfelf to be thrown upon his Back 
in the Scuffle, and that he would wreftle with Mr . AVfo-
üni for what he pleafed, out of his Líon's Skin, it was 
thought proper to difcard h i m : And ít is verily beüeved, 
to this Day, that had he been brought upon the Stage a-
nother time, he would certainly have done Mifchief. Be-
Mes i twas objefted againft the firft Lion, that he reared 
himfelf fo high upon his hinder Paws, and walked iii fo 
creft a Pofture, that he looked more like an oíd Man tlian 
a Lion. 

T H E fecond Lion was a Tailor by Trade, who be-
longed to the Plny-houfe, and had the Charafter of a mild 
and peaccable Man in his Profelfion. I f the former was 
too hirious, this was too íheepilh, for his P a r t ; infomuch 
that after a ihort modell Walk upon the Stage, he would 
fell at the firll Touch of Hyd/ifpes, without grapling with 
h im, and giving him an Opportunity of íhowing his Va-
riety of T r ipps : I t is faid indeed, that he once 
gave him a Ripp in his flefli-colour Doublet; but this was 
0]ily to make Work for himfelf, in his prívate Chavaíler 
of a Tailor. I muft not omic that it was this fecond 
Lion who treated me with fo much Humanity bshind 
the Sccnes. 

T H E Afting Lion at prefent is, as I am informed, a 
Country-Gentleman who does it for his Diverfion, but 
defires his Ñame may be concealed. H e fays vcry hand-
íomlv, in his own Excufe, that he does not a£l for G.^in, 
that Ke indulges an innocent Pleafure ín i t ; and that it is 
better to pafs awav an Evening in tliis manner, than in 
( íaming aiul Drinítíng: But at the fame time fays, with a 
vcry agreeable Raillery upon himfelf, Tha t if his Ñame 
íhould be known, the ill-natured World might cali him, 
The J f s in the Lion's Ski». Th is Gentlemnn'sTempcr is 
jnadc out of fuch a happy Mixture of the Mild aud the 
Cliolcrick, that he outdoes both his PrcdeceíTors, rjid 
has drawn togetlicr gre.iter Audicnces t h m havc beca 
known in the Menici)- of Man. 
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would be a tame Lion fent from the T<nver everv Opera 
Night , in orJer to be killcd hy Hsdafpes j this Report, 
though altogether groundlcfs, fo univerfally prevailed in 
the uppcr Regions of the Play-houfe, that f o m e o f t h e 
moñ rehneJ Politicians in thofe Parts of the Audience 
gavc it out in Whifper , that the Lion was a Coufin-Ger-
rainof the T i g e r w h o made hís Appearance in Kine 
iv imanCi Days,and that theStage would be fuppliedwith 
Uons at the publick Expence, during the u'ho e Seffion 
Many Hkcwiíe were the Conjedures of tlie 7'rcatment 
which this Lion was to meet with from the Hands of Sig-
nior Kicolini j fomc fuppofed that he was to fubdue h im 
m Recitati'vo, as Orpheus uled to ferve the wild Beafts in 
his time, and afterwards to knock hím on the Head j 
fome fenfied that the Lion would not pretcnd to lay his 
Paws upon the Hero, by reafon of the received Opinión, 
that a Lion will not hurt a Virgin ; Sevcral, who pre-
tended to have feen the Opera in Italy, ]iad informed 
their Friends, that the Lion was t o a f t a Part in 
Dutch, and roar twice or thrice to a Tborough Bafe, te-
fore he fcll at the F(^t of Uydafpes. T o c I e a r u p a M i t t e r 
that was fo varioufly reported, I have made it my Bufi-
iiefs to examine whether tliis pretended l.ion is rcally 
XhQ Savage he appears to be, or only a Coimtcrfcit. 

B U 1 bcfore I communicate my Diicoveries I muft 

. j jiiuíuuuus /iiiunai tnat ex-
tremcly flartled me, and upon my nearer Survey of it,ap-
j^cared to be a Lion Rampant. 7'he Lion, feeing me very 
iHuch furprifed, toldme, inagcnt le Voice, that I might 
come by him if I plcafcd : For (fays he) Uo not intend 
to hurt any Body. 1 thanked him very kindly, and paíTed 
by him. And in a little time after law him leap upon 
the Stage, and a¿> his Part with verv great Applaufe I t 
has bcen oblei ved by feveral, that the Lion has chanced 
his manner of afUng twice or thrice fmce his ñríl Ap-
pearance ; which will not feem ftrange, when I acquamt 
my Kcader that the Lion has bcen changed upon the Au-
dience tliree leveral times. T h e firll Lion was a Candle-
fnutíer, who being a Fellow of a t e % cholerick Tcmper 
over-did lus Fart, and would not fuffer himfelf to be kil-

led 
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I muft not conclude my Narratíve, wíthout taking 
notice of a groundiefs Report that has been raifed, to a 
Gentleman's Difadvantnge, of whom I muft declare my 
felf an Admirer ; nainely, that Signior NicoUni and th« 
Lion have been fecn fitting peaceabTy by ene another, and 
fmoking a Pipe together bchind the Scenes j by which 
their common Enemies would infinuate, that it ¡s but a 
íham Combat which they reprefent upon the Stage: But 
upon Inquiry I find, that if any fuch Correfpondence ha* 
palTed between them, it was not *till the Combat was over, 
Vr hen the Lion was to be looked upon as dead, according 
to the received Rules of the Drama. Befides, this ii 
what is praflifed every Day in fVeJirninJier-Hall, where 
Tiothing is more ufual than to fee a Couple of Lawyers, 
who have been tearing each other to pieces in the Court , 
cmbracing one another as foon as they are out of it. 

I would not be thought, in any part of this Relation, 
10 refleft u^nm Signior NicoUni, who in añing this Par t 
only compiles with the wretched Tafte o fh i s Audience^ 
he knows very well, that the Lion has many more Ad-
mircrs than himfelf; as they fay of the femous Equefirian 
Statue on the Pont-Neuf at Paris, that more People go to 
íee the Horfe , than the King who fits upon it . On th t 
contrary, it gives me a juft Indignation to fee a Perfo» 
whofe Á£lion gives new Majefty to Kings, Refolution 
to Heroes, and Softnefs to Lovers, thus ftiJcing from the 
Greatnefs of his Behaviour, and degraded into the Cha-
TSi(\cT of the London Prentice. I have often wiíhed, that 
®ur Tragedians would copy after this great Mafter ín 
A£tion. Could they make the fame ule of their A r m i 
andLeg^pjand inform their faces wíth as fignificant Looki 
and Paílions, how glorious would an Englijb Tragedy ap-
pear with that Aétion, which is capable of giving a Dig-
nity to the forced Thoughts, cold Conceits, and unnatu-
jal ExpreíTions of an Italian Opera. In the mean time, 
I have related this Combat of the Lion, to íhew wha t 
are at prefent the retgning Entertainments of the Politer 
Part of Great-Britain. 

A U D I E N C E S have often been reproached by W r i -
4crs for the Coarfenefs of their Tañe j but our prefent 
Grievance does not feem to be theWant of a good Taf te , 
but of Common Scníe^ C 
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