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But inftead of terrifying my felf with fuch a Notion, [
am wonderfully pnniui to think that I am always en-
gaged with fuch an innumerable Society, in wulm‘o
ut the Wonders of the Creation, and joining in the
{fame Confort of Praife and Adoration.

MILTO N has finely defcribed this mixed Comn mu-
nion of Men and S pmtx in Paradife ; and had doubtlef
ru Eye upon a Verfe in old Hefiod, which 1is Jlmolt
Word for Word the fame with his third Line in the fol-
lowing Paflage.

b

Nor think, though Men avere none

That Heav'n « aoesld waxs Speitators, (Jm/ aant Praife :
Millions of Spiritual Creatures walk the Earth
Un/feen, both when awe awake and ahen awe fleep ;

All th efe with ceafelefs Praife his Works bebold

Both Du, and A\za/'t How fffe'n Sfrom the Qtup,

Or echoing Hill or Thicket / bawe e beard

Celeftial Voices to the midn right Air,

SO/{, vr refponfive each to other’s Note,

Singing their aum‘ Creator 2 Oft in Bawds,

While they hip atch, or ni "11‘. rounding walk,
With bea :.‘1) Touch of infis u/*“{u./ omr'(..r,

In full bar msmu{' Number join'd, their Songs

Divide the Night, and lift sur Thoughts te Hu'v ", g
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NQ 12.  Thurf/day, March 13.
e
Dic mihi fi fueras tu Leo qualis eris ? Mart,

H E R E is nothing that of late Y(‘"m has afforded
Matter of mcnc Amufement to the Town than
bxgmcr Nicolini’s Combat w 1t11 a Lion in the Hay-
Market, which has been very often exhibited to the ge-
neral Satisfaétion of moit of the I\'obil’.:v and Gentry in
the Ii.ir*g: m of Great-Britain. Upon the firt Rumour
of this intended Combat, it was confidently affirmed
and is {till believed by many in both (Ju“‘ll\", that there
L 4 would
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led fo eafily as he ought to have done ; be efides, it was
obferved of him, that he grew more furly every time he
came out of the Lion; and having dropt fome Words in

ordinary Converfation, as if he h"ld not fought his beft,

and that he fuffered himfelf to be thrown upon his Imd
in the Scuffle, and that he would wreftle with Mr. Nico-
lini for what he pleafed, out of his Lion’s Skin, it was
thought proper to difc: ml him : And it is verily believed,
to this Day, that had he l)un brought upon the St: 1ge as
nother time, he would certainly have done Mifchief. Be-
fides it was objeéted ‘gund thk_ firft Lion, that he reared
himfelf fo high upon his hinder Paws, and walked in fo
ere& a Pofture, that he looked more like an old Man than
a Lion.

TH E fecond Lion was a Tailor by Trade, who be-
longed to the Play-houfe, and had the Charaéter of a mild
and peaccable Man in his Profeflion. If the former was
too furious, this was too fheepifh, for his Part ; infomuch
that after a ﬂmr’ n m left Walk upon the Sz;vgc. he would
fall at the firft Touch of Hyda/pes, without grap! m” with
him, and giving lnm an Opportunity of thowing his Va-
riety of Italian T ripps: It is faid inde ;!. that f~‘(>1tcc

gave ]n.'n a {q‘p in I\'\ fleth-colour Dot ; but this was
" 1 - . -~ - ™ N
only to make Work for himfelf, in h ' aralter
of a 1‘:‘1': yr. I muift not omit that it w ond
Lion who treated » aieeki 4 wiich H ind
J,0nN who tréatéd me witih 10 mucil 1 laniLy i l
e e
the Scenes.
. = : . .9 .

THE A&ing Lion at prefent is, as I am informed, a
-~ - e { 2 Add ] -
€ountry-Gentleman who does it for his Diveriion, but
- s g A : 1.1 . ]
defires his Name may be conceale I 1-

= 1 ]
fomly, m his own Excufe, that he do - Gain,
that hei nocent Pleafi t3 t1t1s
bette n ' n ti ) nin
Gaming: w: B ! 1
. 1. D .
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would be a tame Lion fent from the Zowwer every Opera

1\."_\ A€, 1 ( er to hc K "‘('\1 't)" 1/ 4 /-3 S5 l"l;: RC;\»I[,
though altogether groundlefs, fo uniy erfally prevailed in
the upver Recgions of the | lay-houfe, that fome of the

l € «\‘. :'lr..x k;. ns ill I;:l i¢ I res (If Ul(’ A 11¢ nce
gave it out in W] ifper, that the Lion wasa Coufin-Ger-
I ; ] T} A

or

i or the liger who made his Appearance in King
5 3 ' a 5 1 o
#illiam’s Days,and that the Stage would be {

3 L
|

- | J *_3
uppiied with
ublick Expence, during the whole Seffion.

were the Conjetures of the T atment

- - E ¢ with Hon he Hand
which this Lion was to meet with from the Hands of Sio-
o
4 b T 0w Sugme PSS Tl T (.1 1.
mor MVico/ini 3 fome fuppofed that he was to fubdue him
» P f YT v Py A [ | proe—— a2 120 0 ] .
m Kecitative, as Orpbexs ufed to ferve the wild Beafts in
b
I

his time, and afterwards to knock him on the
fome fanfied that the Lion would not pretend tc
Paws upon the Hero, by reafon of the received
that a Lion will not hurta Virein : Several

& Ly

tended to have feen the Opera in taly, had info;
their Friends, that the Lion was toa& a Par
HDutch, and roar twice or thrice to a Thoroug
fore he fell at the Feet of Hydafpes. To clear uj
that was {o varioufly reported, I have made it n
nefs to examine whether this pretended I.ion
the Savage he appears to be, or only a Counterfeit
BUT bef | communicate my Difcoy
acquaint the R r, that upon my walking
Scenes laft Winter, as Iy inking on {
I accidentally ( nit irous A

his manner of aéting twice or thrice fince his &t | D

pearance ; which will not feem firance, when I acquaint
: Juair

led
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I muft not conclude my Narrative, without taking
notice of a groundlefs I.qwt the it has been raifed, to a
(3(‘:11&';1\"11 s Difadvantage, of wi 10 nli ’rucd‘n\. my

elf an Admirer ; namely, that Signior A‘m.x ini and the
I ion have been feen fitting peaceably by one another, and
{moking a Pipe tug,u].‘ behind the Scenes ; by which
their common Enemies would infinuate, that it is but a
fham Combat which they uplch.nt U}wn the Stage : But
upon Inquiry I find, that if any fuch L(u:' fpondence has

»affed between them, itwn‘n(t till the Combat was over,
-w\. ien the Lion was to be looked upon as dead, according
to the received Rules of the D/.zru Befides, this 1s
what is pradtifed every Day in Wefiminfler-Hall, where
nothing is more ufual than to fee a Couple of I‘.’l\\’YC‘.‘Sp
who have been tearin g each other to pieces in the Court,
embracing one another as foon as they are out of it.

I would not be thought, in any part of this Relation,
to reflett upon Signior Nicolini, who in ating this Part
only complies with the wretched Tafte of his Audience ;
he knows very well, that the Lion has many more Ad-
mirers than himfelf; as they fay of the famous Eguefirian
Statue on the Pont-Neuf at Paris, that more People go to
fee the Horfe, than the King who fits upon it. On the
contrary, it gives me a juft Indignation to fee a Perfon
whofe Ation gives new Md)cm to Kings, Refolution
40 Heroes, and bortneis to Lovers, thus ﬁul\mg from the
Greatnefs of his Behaviour, and degraded into the Cha-
racter of #be London Prentice. 1 have often wifthed, that

our Tragedians would copy after this great Mafter in
Action. Could they make the fame ufe of their Arms
and Legs,and inform their Faces with as fignificant Looks
and I‘.m.g.l\, how glorious would an E» "/1_/0 I'ragedy ap-
pear with that Action, which is capable of giving a Dlg-
aity to the forced Tho uwlu», cold Conce its, and unnaty-
ral E ‘(I\H,. ion 0‘ an Italia r Opera. In the mean time,
I have related this Um bat of the I ion, to fthew
are }‘\u it the reigning Entertai
.l"uL ()k Great-Britain.

AU J)I E N CES have often been reproached by Wri-
ters for the Coarfenefs of their Tafte; but our pre {ent
Grievance does not feem to be the Want of a good Tafte,
but of Common Senfe. 4.
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nments of the Politer
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