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The S P E C T K T O V Í J ^ ^ 

N® 14. Fridayy Marcb 16. 

'íeque his, Infelix, exue monfirit. Ovid. 

I W A S reflefting this Momíng upon the Spirit and H a -
mour of the publick Diverfions Five and twenty Years 
ago, í indthofeof the prefent T i m e ; and lamented 

neglcfled theír fo my lelí, that , though in thole JJavs they neglccted t 
Moralitv, they kept up their GOCKÍ Senfc; bat that 
ieau Monde at prefent, is only grown more childiíh, not 
more innocent, than the former. While I was in this 
Train of Though t , an odd Fellow, wKofe Face I hav« 
cften feen at the Play-houfe, gave me the fblJowing 
Letter with thefe Words, Sir, the Lion prefenu his humbte 
Service tojou, and dcjirtd me to give this intoyour 
Hundí, 

From my Den in the Hay-Market , March i j ^ 

S I R, 

IHave read all your Papers, and have ftiiled my R«-
fentment againft your Refiexions upon Opera», 

till that of this Day, wherein you plainly infinaatc that 
Signior Grimaldi and my fd f have a Correfpondencc 
more friendly than is coniillcnt with the Valour of his 
Charaíler, or the Fiercenels of mine. I dcfire you 
would for your own Sake forbear fuch Intímations for 
the fiiture; and muit ü y it is a great Piece of lU-naturc 
in you, to Ihew fo great an Eüeem for a Foreígner^ 
and to difccwrage a Liou that is your own Country-
man. 
' I take notice of your Fable of the Lion and Man, but 
am fo equally concerned in that Matter, that I ihaÜ i » t 
be offended to which foevcr of the Animáis the S u p ^ i -
or i ty isg iven. You have mifreprefented me, in faying 
t lu t I am a Country-G en fieman, who af t only for m y 
DiverJioii; whcrcas, liad I fiiil the fame Woods to 
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' ninge m which I once had when I was a Fox-hunter, I 
' í hou ldno t re f ignmyManhoodforaMain tenance ; and 
' aíTure you, as low as my Circumftances are at prefent, 
« I i m fo much a Man of Honour, that I would fcom to 
.* be any Beañ for Bread but a LÍon. 

Toun, &c. 

I had no fooner ended this, than one of my Landlady's 
Children brought me in feveral others, with fome of 
which I íhall niake up my preíent Paper, they all having 
a Tendency to the í ime Subjeñ, 'viz. the Elegance of 
our prefent Diverfions. 

^ í R, Covent-Garden, March 
Have been for twenty Years Under-Sexton of this 
Pariíh of St. PauV^ Covent-Garden^ and have net 

miffied tollíng in to Pmyers fix times in all thofe Years; 
which Office I have performed to my great Sntisfec-
tion, till this Fortnight laft paft, during which Time I 
find my Congregation take the Waming of my Bell, 
Morning and Evening, to go to a Puppet-Show fet 
forth by one Penvell under the Piaxzas. By this Mean» 
I have not only loft my two Cuftomers, whom I ufed 
to place for Six-pence apiece over-againíl Mrs. Rachel 
Eye-br{ght, but Mrs. RachellxtT felf is gone thither alfo. 
There now appear among us nene but a few ordinary 
People, who come to Church only to fay their Praj'ers, 
fo that I have no Work worth fpeaking of but on Sun-
days. I have placed my Son at the Piatczas, to acquaint 
the Ladies that the Bell rinffs for Church, and that íc 
ítands on the other Side of the Carden j but they only 
lauch at the Child. ^ 

• I defire you would lay this before all the World , 
that I may not be made fuch a Tool for the future, 
and that Punchinello may choofe Hours lefs canonical. 
As thipgs are now, M r . Pm- í /Zhasa full Congrega-
tion, w h i l e w e h a v e a v e r y t h i n H o u f e j which if you 
can rcmedy, you will very much oblige, 

S 2 R, 

2tur/, i e . 
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T h e following EpííUe I 
»f the Mafquerade, 

find ís from the Undertaker 

S I R, 

IHave obfcrved the Rules of mjr M?.fque fo careful-
ly, (in not inquiring into Perfons) that I cannot 

tell whether you were one of the Company or not laít 
Tuefday j but íf you were not, and ftill defign to come, 
I defire you would, for yourown Entertainment, pleafc 
to admonifh the Town, that all Perfons indifferently 
are not fit for this fort of Diverfion. I could wiíh, Sir, 
you could make them underftand, that it is a kind of 
Afting to go in Mafquerade, and a Man íhould be able 
to fay or do things proper for the Drefs, in which he 
appears. W e have now and then Rakes in the Habic 
of Román Scnators, and grave Politicians in the Drefs 
of Rakes. T h e Misfortune of the thing is, that People 
drefs themfclves in what they have a mind to be, and 
not what they are fit for. There is not a GirI in the 
Town, but let her have herWil l in going to a Mafque, 
and flie Ihall drefs as a Shepherdefs. But let me bcg 
of them to read the Arcadia, or fome other good Ro-
mance, before they appear in any fuch Ciiarader at 
my Houfe. T h e laft Day we prefented, every Body 
was fo ralhly habited, that when they carne to fpeak 
to each other, a Nyniph with a Crook had not a Word 
to fay but in the pert Stile ,of the Pit Bawdry; and a 
Man in the Habit of a Philofopher was ftjeechlefs, till 
an Occafion oííered of expreffing himfelf in the Refufe 
of the Tyring-Rooms. W e liad a Judge that danced a 
Minuet, with a Quaker for his Partner, whíle half a 
dozenHarlequinslloodbyasSpeétators; A 7«r id rank 
me ofF two Bottles of Wine, and a Jenu eat me up half 
a Ham of Bacon. If I can bring my Defign to bear, 
and make the Mafquers prefer\'e theír Charatters in my 
Affemblies, I hope you will allow there is a Foundation 
laid for more elegant and improving Gallantries than 
any the Town at prefent affordá; and confequently, 
that you will givc your Approbation to the Endeavours 
of, 

S I R , 
Tour moji ohedicnt hutnhk Seri'ant. 
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I am re ry glad the following Epíílle obllges me to 
mention Mr . Po-iuell a fecond Time in the fame Paper i 
for indeed there p n n o t be too great Encouragement 
glven to his Skill in Motions, provided he ís uader pro-
per RellriéÜons. 

5 / R, 
H E Oj^ra at the Hay-Mar/tet, and that under the 
littie Piazxa in Ccvent-GarJen, being at prefent 

the two leading Diveríions of theTown, and Mr. P<nuell 
profefling in his Advertí fements to fet up Whittington 
and his Cat againft Rinaldo and Armida^ my Curío-
fity led me the Bcgínning of laft Week to view both 
thefe Performances, and make my Obfervations upoa 
them. 
' F I R S T thercfore, I cannot but obferve that Mr . 
Pavjeü wifely fbrbearing to give his Company a Bill of 
Fare beforehand, every Scene Is new and unexpeéled j 
whereas it is certain, that the Undertakers of the Hai-
Market, having raifed too great an Expeétatlon in tiieir 
printed Opera, very much difappoint their Audiencc 
on the Stage, 
* T H E ICii^ of yerufalem is obliced to come from 
the City on foot, inllead of bcing orawn in a tríum-
phant Chariot by white Horfes, as my Opera-Book had 
promifed me ; and thus while I expe¿ted ArmidcCi Dra-

fons fhould rulh fonvard towards l igan tes , 1 found the 
[ero was obliged to go to Armida, and hand her out 

of her Coach. W e had alfo but a very Ihort Allowance 
of Thunder and Llghming; tho* 1 cannot in this Place 
cmit doing juftice to the Boy who hiid.the Direftion 
of the T w o painted Dragons, and made them ípit Fire 
and Smoke; H e flalh'd out his Rofin in fuch juft Pro-
porticns and in fuch due Time, that I could not forbear 
conceiving Hopes of h isbeingoneDayamoft excellent 
Player. l i a w n.deed but T w o thlrgs wanting to rendir 
his whole Aftion complete, I me.m the keeping hii 
Head a littie lower, and hiding his Candie. 
' I obferve that Mr. Pínuell^vA the Undertakers had 
both the fame Tho.-ght, and 1 thiuk much about the 
fame time, of intrcducing Animáis on their feveral 
Siage?, thi)' indecd wiü» very dilercnt Succefs. T h e 
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• Sparrows and Chaffinches at the Hay-Marlet fly as yet 
' very inegularly over the Stage; and inñcad of perch-
' ing on the Trees, and performing their Parts, thele 
' young Aftors eíther get into the Galleries, or put out 
• the Candles, whercas Mr. Píyiuelihzs fo well difciplined' 
• his Pig, that in the firft Scene he and Punch dance a 
• Minuet together. I am informed liowever, that M r . ' 
' Ptnvell refolves to excel his Adverfaries ¡n their own 
' W a y ; and introduce Larks in his next Opera of Sufanno^ 
• or Linocence betrayed, which will be exhibited nexi 
• Week with a Pair of new Elders. 

' T H E Moral of Mr . Ptnueirs Drama is violated, I 
• confefs, by Punch's national Reflexions on the French^ 
• and King Harry'% laying his Lcg upon the Quecn's 
• Lap in too ludicrous a manner before fo great an Af-
' fembly. 

' A S to the Mechanimi and Scenary, every thing in-
• deed was uniform and of a piece, and the Scenes were 
• managcd very dextroufly; which calis on me to take 
• notice, that at the Hay-Market the Undertakers for-
• getting to change their Side-Scenes, we were prefented 
• with a Profpeft of the Ocean in the midft of a delight-
• ful Grove ; and tho' the Gentlemen on the Stage had 
• very much contributed to the Beauty of the Grove, by 
• walking up and down between the 'l'rees, I muft own 
• I was not a little alloniílied to fee a well-tlreffed young 
• Fellow, in a full-bottomed Wig , appear in the midíl 
• of the Sea, and without any yifible Concern taking 
• Snuff. 

' I íhall only obferve one thing ferther, ín which 
• both Dramas agree j which is, t£ i t by the Squeakof 
• their Voiccs the Heroes of each is Eunuchs; and as 
• the Wit in botli Pieces is equal, I muft prefer the 
• T*crformance of Mr . Po^e l l , becaufe it is in our OWR 
• I ^ g u a g e ^ 

R I em, 8cc, 

Sa/u/daj^ 
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