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N® i^. ^aturday, March 17. 

Parva leves capiunt añinos Ovid. 

WH E N r was in France, I ufed to ^ e with great 
Aftoniíhment at the Splendid Lquipages, and 
Party-coloured Habits, of that Fantaílick Nat i -

on. I was one ] )ay in particular contemplating a I-ady, 
that fat in a Coach adorncd with gilded Cupids, and fine-
ly painted with the Loves of fenus and Adonis. T h e 
Coach was drawn by fix milk-white Horfes, and loaden 
bchind with the fame Number of powdered Footmen. 
Juíl bcforc the Lady were a Couple of beautíful Pages, 
that were ftuck among the Harnefs, and, by their gay 
DreíTes and fmiline Fcitures, looked like the eider Bro-
thers of the little Boys that were carved and painted in 
cvery Córner of the Coach. 

T H E Lady was the unfortunate Cleartthe, who after-
wards n v e an Occafion to a pretty melancholy Novel . 
She had, for feveral Years, received the Addréflcs of a 
Gentleman, whom after a long and intímate Acquain-
tance íhe forfook, upon the Account of tlüs íhining Equí-
p.ge, which had bcen ofFcred to her by one of Great 
Riches, but a Crazy ConlHtution. T h é Circumñances 
in which I f iw her, were, it feems, the Difguifes oniy 
of a broken Hear t , and a kind of Pigeantry to cover Di f -
t re fs ; for in two Months after íhe was carried to her 
Grave with the Hime Pomp and Magnificcnce j being 
fent thither partly by the Lofs of one Lover, and partly 
by the PóiTeflion of another. 

f I have often reflefted with my felf on this unaccount-
able Humour in Woman-kind, o fbe ing fmi t tenwi th ev»-
ry thing that is ihowy and fuperficial; and on the num-
Ixrlcfs Evils that befa! the Sex, from this l ieht , fantañical 
Difpofition. I mj^ felf rcmember a young £ady , that was 
vcry warmly folicited by a Couplcof importúnate Rívals» 
who for feveral Months together, did all they could to re-
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commend tKemfelves, by Complacency of Behavíonr, 
and Agreeablenefs of Converfation. At Icngth, when the 
Competition was doubtfúl, and the Lady undetermined 
ín her Choice, one of the young Lovers very luckily be-
thought himfelf of adding a fupemumerary Lace to hís 
Liveríes, which had fo good an Eftcft , that he married 
her the very Wcek after. 

T H E ufiial Converfation of ordinary Women very 
much cheriíhes this natural Weaknefs of being taken with 
Outfide and Appearance. Ta lk of a new-married Couple, 
and you immediately hear whether they keep their Coach 
and fix, or cat in Pía te : Mcntion the Ñame of an abfent 
Lady, and it is ten to one but you learn fomething of her 
<iown and Petticoat. A Ball is a great Help to Diicourfe, 
and a Birth-day fümiíhes Converfation for a Twelvc-
nionth after. A Furbelow of precious Stones, an H a t 
buttoned with a Diamond, a Brocade Waftccoat or Pet-
ticoat, are ílanding 'I'opicks. I n íhort, they confideronly 
the Drajiery of the Spccies, and never caft away a T h o u g h t 
on thoíe Ornaments of the Mind, that make Perfons I I -
luftrious in themfelves, and Ufefiil to others. W h e n W c -
n e n are thus perpetually dazzling one another's Imagina-
tions, and filling their Heads with nothing but Colo j r s , i t 
is no Wonder that they are more attentive to the fuperfi-
cial Parts of Life, than the folid and fubílantial Bleflings 
o f i t . A Girl w h o has bcen traincd up in this kind of 
Converfation, is in danger of every embroidered Coat 
that comes in her W a y . A Pair cf fringed Gloves may 
be her Ruin. I n a word, I«ice and RibtKins, Silver ar.d 
Gold Galloons, with the like glittcrtng Gew-gaws, are 
fo many Lures to Women of v/eak Minds or low Educa-
tions, and, when artificially difplayed, are ab!e to fetch 
down the molt airy Coqucttefrom thewi ldef tofherFl ight i 
and Rambles. 

T R U E Happinefs is of a rctired Nature , and an Rne-
my to Pomp and Noi fe ; it arifes, in the firft place, from 
the Enjoyment of one's felf j and in the next, from the 
Kriendlhip and Converfation of a fcw feleft Companions: 
I t loves Shade and Solitude, and naturally haunts Groves 
and Fountains, Fields and Meadows: I n íhort, i t feeh 
every thing it wants within it felf, and receives no Ad-
dition from Multitudes of WitneíTes and Speílators. O n 
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the contrary, fKlfe Happinefs loves to be in a Crowd, and 
to draw the Eyes of the World upon hcr. She does not 
receive any Satisfcñion from the Applaufes which flie 
gives her felf, biit from tlie Admiration which flie raifes 
in others. She flourifties in Courts and Falaces, Theatres 
anAÍTemblies , and has no Exiftence but when íhe ií 
Icoked upon. 

AURELIA, thougha Woman of Great Qualíty, de-
lights in the Privacy of a Country Life, and pafles away 
a great part of her Time in he rown Walks and Gardens. 
Her Hasband, who is her Bofom Friend, and Ccmpanioií 
jn her Solitudes, has been in Leve with hcr ever fince he 
knew her. They both abound with good Senfc, confum-
mate V irtue, and a mutual Elteem j and aren perpetual En-
tertainment to oneanother. Their Family is under fo re-
giilai- an CEconomy, in its Hours of Devotion and Repaft, 
Lmployment and Diverfion, that it l o o b like a little Com-
monwcalth within it felf. They often go inte Company 
tJiat they may retum with the greater Delight to one 
anotlier; and fometimes Uve in "i'own, not to eiijoy it fo 
properly as to grow weary of it, that they may renew in 
thcmfelves the Kelifli of a Country Life. By this meani 
^ e y are happy in each oiher, beloved by thcir Chil-
drcn, adorcd by thcir Servants, and are become íhe Envy, 
or rather the Delight, of all that know them. 

H O W diíFerent to this is the Life oiFuhia ! íhe con> 
fiders her Husband as her Steward, and looks upon Dif-
cretion and good Houfewifry as little domeftick Vir-
tues, unbecoming a Woman of QaaJity. She thinks Life 
loft m her own Family, and fáncies her felf out of ths 
World when íhe is not in the Ring, tJie Play-houfe, or • 
the Drawmg-Room : She lives in a peroetual Motion of 
Body, and Reftlefnefs of Thought , and is never eafy in 
zny one Place, when íhe thinks there is more Company 
in another. T h e mifllng of an Opera the firft Nighr, 
^•ould be more afBiñine to her than the Death of a Child. 
She pities all the valuatle Parí of her own Sex, and callt 
«very Woman of a prudent, modett, and reürcd Life, % 
poor-fpinted unpoliOied. Creature. Wliat a Mortification 
wouM it be to F u h i a ^ i£ Ihe knew that her fetting her 
¡elf to View is but expofmg lier lelf, and that íhe growi 
Coctcmptible by being Confpicueus. 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



K * I 6 . • <Xhe S P E C T A T O R . 6 7 

I cannot conclud« my Paper, without obfervíng, that 
Virgil has vcry finely touched upon this Female Paflion 
for Drefs and Show, in the Charafter of Camilla j who, 

•thoilgh íhe feems to have Ihaken ofF all the other Weak-
ncfles of ber Sex, is ftíll deícribed as a Woman in this 
Particular. T h e Poet tells us, that after having made a 
crcat Slaue^htcr of the Enemy, íhe unfortunately c ^ her 
Eye on a Orejan, who wore an embroidered Tunlck, a 
beautifiil Coat of Mail, with a Mantle of the fineft Purple. 
J Golden Botv, fays he, iung ufon his Shoulder', hit 
Carmtnt rMOS buckled twith a Golden Clafp, and his Head 
nuas ctyvered fixiih an Helmet $f the fame Jhining Metal. 
T h e Amaxon ímmediately finglcd out this well-dreffed 
Warrior, being feized with a Woman's Longíng for th« 
pretty Trappings that he was adomed wi th . 

Totumque incfíüta ptr agmen 
Tcemineo prad^e £íf fpoliorum ardebat amore. 

This heedlefs Purfuit after thefe glittering Trifles 
Poet (by a nice concealed Mocal) reprelents 
becn the Deílruñion of his Female Hero. • 
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the 
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N® 16. Mjnday, March rg. 

^od vfj-um at^ue dtctns curo lá rogo y £5' amnis in hocfum. 
H o r . 

IHave recelved a Letter, defiring me to be very faty-
rical upon the Httle Muff that is now in Faíhion; a-
nother informs me of a Pair of filver Garters buckled 

below the Knee, that have been lately feen at the Rain-
bínu Cofite-houfe in Fleetfireet, a third fends me an heavjr 
Complaint againft fringed Gloves. T o be brief, there is 
fcarce an Ornament of either Sex which one or other of 
my Con'efpondents haí not ir.veigh'd againft with fome 
Bitternefs, and recommende.i to my Obfervation. I 
mull thercfbrc, once íbr all, .aform my Readcrs, that ic 
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