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gave a Defcription of my Face the next Day; being re-
folved, as I grow in Reputation for Wit, to refign my
Pretenfions to Beauty. This, I hope, may give fome
Eafe to thofe unhappy Gentlemen, who do me the Ho-
nour to torment themfelves upon the Account of this my
Paper. As their Cafe is very deplorable, and deferves
Compaffion, I fhall fometimes be dull, in Pity to them,
and will from time to time adminifter Confolations to
them by further Difcoveries of my Perfon. In the mean
while, if any one fays the SpecTATOR has Wit, it
may be fome Relief to them, to think that he does not
fhew it in Company. And if any one praifes his Mora-
lity, they may comfort themfelves by confidering that

his Face is none of the longett.
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MONG the other hardy Undertakings which I
have :propo(’cd to myfelf, that of the Correétion
of Impudence is what 1 have very much at Heart.

This in a particular Manner is my Province as Sp Ec-
raToOR; for it is generally an Offence committed by
the Eyes, and that againft fuch as the Offenders would
perhaps never have an Opportunity of injuring any other
Way. The following Letter is a Complaint of a young
Lady, who fets forth a Trefpafs of this Kind, with that
Command of herfelf as befits Beauty and Innocence,
and yet with fo much Spirit as fufficiently exprefles her
Indignation. The whole Tranfaction is performed with
the Eyes ; and the Crime is no lefs than employing them
:n fuch 2 Manner, as to divert the Eyes of others from
the beft Ufe they can make of them, even looking up to
Heaven,
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S IR,
, T HERE never was (I beleve) an acceptable

Man but had fome aukward Imitators. Ever
" fincethe SPEC TAT OR appeared, have I remarked
a kind of Men, whom I choofe to call Starers; that
without any regard to Time, Place or Modefty, difturb

'

“ alarge Company with their impertinent Eyes. Spec-
¢ tators make up a proper Aflembly for a Puppet-Show
¢ or a Bear-Garden ; but devout Supplicants and atten-
“ tive Hearers, are the Audience one ought to expeit in
¢ Churches. I am, Sir, Member of a {fmall pious Con-
¢ gregation near one of the North Gates of this City 3
L

much the greater Part of us indeed are Females, and
“ ufed to behave ourfelves in a regular attentive Manner,
¢ 'till very lately one whole Ifle has been difturbed with
‘ one of thefe monftrous Starers; he’s the Head tailer
* than any one in the Church ; but for the greater Ad-
¢ vantage of expofing himfelf, ftands upon a Haflock, and
* commands the whole Congregation, to the great An-
¢ noyance of the devouteft Part of the Auditory; for
* what with Blafhing, Confufion, and Vexation, we can
“ neither mind the Prayers nor Sermon. Your Animad-
verfion upon this Infolence would be a great Favour to,
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Your moff bumble Serwany,

S. C,

I have frequently feen of this fort of Fellows, and do
not think there can be a greater Aggravation of an Of
fence, than that it is committed where the Criminal is

roteted by the Sacrednefs of the Place which he violates.
E/lany Reflexions of this fort might be very juftly made
upon this kind of Behaviour, but a Starer is not ufually
2 Perfon to be convinced by the Reafon of the thing, and
2 Fellow that is capable of fhewing B
before a whole Congregation, and can bear being a pub-
lick Speftacle, is not fo eafily rebuked as to amend by
Admonitions. If therefore my Corref] )
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an impudent Front
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Barbarian does not at leaft ftand upon his own Legs only,
without an Eminence, my Friend #7i/l. Profper has pro-
mifed to take an Haffock oppofite to him, and ftare
againft him in Defence of the Ladies. I have given him
Dire&ions, according to the moft exa& Rules of Opticks,
to place himfelf in fuch a manner that he fhall meet his
Eyes where-ever he throws them: I have Hopes that
when #ill. confronts him, and all the Ladies, in whofe
Behalf he engages him, caft kind Looks and Wifhes of
Succefs at their Champion, he will have fome Shame,
and feel a little of the Pain he has fo often put others to,
of being out of Countenance.

I'T has indeed been Time out of Mind generally re-
marked, and as often lamented, that this Family of
Starers have infefted publick Aflemblies : And I know ne
other Way to obviate {o great an Evil, except, in the Cafe
of fixing their Eyes upon Women, {fome Male Friend will
take the Part of fuch as are under the Oppreflion of Im-
pudence, and encounter the Eyes of the Starers where-
ever they meet them. While we fuffer our Women to
be thus impudently attacked, they have no Defence, but
in the End to caft yielding Glances at the Starers : And
in this Cafe, a Man who has no Senfe of Shame has the
fame Advantage over his Miftrefs, as he who has no
Regard for his own Life has over his Adverfary. While
the Generality of the World are fettered by Rules and
move by proper and juft Methods ; he who has no Re-
{pet to any of them, carries away the Reward due to
that Propriety of Behaviour, with no other Merit, but
that of having negleéted it.

I take an impudent Fellow to be a fort of Outlaw in
Good-breeding, and therefore what is faid of him no Na-
tion or Perfon can be concerned for. For this Reafon,
one may be free upon him. 1 have put my {elf to great
Pains in confidering this prevailing Quality which we call
Impudence, and have taken notice that it exerts it felf in
a different manner, according to the different Soils where-
in fuch Subjeéts of thefe Dominions, asare Matfters of it,
were born. Impudence in an Englifbman is fullen and in-
folent 3 in a Scotchman it is untraftable and rapacious 3 in
an Iri/bman abfurd and fawning: As the Courfe of the
World now runs, the impudent Englijbman behaves likg
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a furly Landlord, the Scos like an ill received Guett,
and the Iri/bman like a Stranger who knows he is not
welcome. There is feldom any thing entertaining either
in the Impudence of a South or North-Briton; but that
of an Irifbman'is always Comick: A true and genuine
Impudence is ever the Effet of Ignorance, without the
leaft Senfe of it: The beft and moft fuccefsful Starers
now in this Town, are of that Nation ; they have ufu-
ally the Advantage of the Stature mentioned in the above
Letter of my Correfpondent, and generally take their
Stands in the Eye of Women of Fortune: Infomuch
that I have known one of them, three Months after he
came from Plough, with a tolerable good Air lead out a
Woman from a Play, which one of our own Breed, after
four Years at Oxford, and two at the Temple, would
have been afraid to look at.

I cannot tell how to account for it, but thefe People
have ufually the Preference to our own Fools, in the
Opinion of the fillier Part of Womankind. Perhaps it
is that an Eng/i/b Coxcomb is feldom fo obfequious as an
Irifb one; and when the Defign of pleafing is vifi-
ble, an Abfurdity in the Way toward it is eafily for-

iven.

BUT thofe who are downright impudent, and go on
without Reflexion that they are fuch, are more to be
tolerated, than a Set of Fellows among us who profefs
Impudence with an Air of Humour, and think to carry
off the moft inexcufable of all Faults in the World, with
no other Apology than faying in a gay Tone, 7 put an
Dnipudent Face upon the Matter. No ; no Man fhall be
allowed the Advantages of Impudence, who is confci-
ous that he is fuch: If he knows he is impudent, he
may as well be otherwife ; and it fhall be expetted that
he blufh, when he fees he makes another do it. For no-
thing can atone for the Want of Modefty ; without which
Beauty is ungraceful, and wit deteftable. R

Saturday,
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