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N®2I. Saturday, March 

Locus efi íf" pluribus Vmbris. H o r . 

IA M fometimes very much troubled, when I refleft 
upon the three great Profeffions of Divinity, Law, 

» and Phyf ick; how thev are each of them overburden-
, 1 cd with Praftitioners, and filled with multitudes of In-
^ gcnious Gentlemen that ftarve one another. 
' W E may divide the Clergy into Generáis, Field-OíH-
1 cers, and Subaltems. Among the firft we may reckon Bi-

íhops, Deans, and Arch-Deacons. Among the fecond are 
i Doftors of Divinity, Prebendarles, and all that wcar 
' Scarves. T h e reft are comprehended under the Subalterns. 
i As for the firft Qafs , our. Conílitution preferves it from 
" any redundancy of Incumbents, notwithiUnding Compe-

titors are numberlefs. Upon a ftrift Calculation, it is 
found that there has been a great Exceeding of late Years 
in the fecond Divifion, feveral Brevets having been grant-
ed for the converting of Subalterns into Scarf-Officers j 
infomuch that within my Memory the Price of Luteftring 
is raifed above two Pence in a Yard. As for the Subal-
tems, they are not to be numbred.^ Should our Clerey 
cmce enter into the corrupt Pra£lice of the Laity, by 
the fplitting of their Freeholds, they would be able to 
carry moft of the Eleftions in England. 

T H E Body of th» Law is no lefs incumbered with 
fuperfluous Members, that are like Virgifs Army, which 
he tells US was fo crouded, many of them had not Room 
to ufe their Weapons. This prodigious Society of Men 
may be divided into the Litigious and Peaceable. Under 
the firft are comprehended alí thofe who are carried down 
in Coach-fulls to WfJIminJier-íiall, every Moming in 
Term-tlme. Martiafi Deícription of this Species of Law-
yers ¡s füll of H u m o u r : 

Iras ^ verba hcant. 

hUn that bire out their Werdi and A/tgeri that are more 
or 
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86 The S P E C T A T o R . N* 2í. 
or lefs paflíonate accordín^ as thcy are paid for it, and 
alíüw thcir Client a quantity of Wrath propordonable to 
the Fee which.they receive from him. I mull however 
obferve to the Reader, tliat above three Parts of thofe 
whom I reckon among the Utigiou:», are fuch as are 
only quarrelíome in thcir Hearts, and have no Opportu-
nity of íhewing their Palfion at the Bar. Nevcrthelefs, as 
tliey do not know what S t r i fe may arife, they appcar 
at the Hall every Day , that they niay íhew themfelves 
in a Readiriefs to enter the Xjits, whenevcr there íhall 
be Occallon for them. 

T H E Peaceable Lawyers are, in the firft place, many 
of the Benchers of the feveral Inns of Court, who feem 
to be the Dignitaries of the Law, and are endowed wi th 
thofe Qualifications of Mind that accompliíh a Man ra-
ther for a Ruler than a Pleader. Thcfe Men live peace-
ably in their Habitations, Eating once a Day , and Dan-
cing once a Year, for the Honour of thcir xefpeftive So-
cienes. 

A N O T H E R numberlefs Branch of Peaceable I.aw-
yers, are thofe young Men who being placed at the Injis 
of Court in order to íludy the Laws of their Conntry, 
frequent the Play-houfe more than Wejiminjier-Hall, and 
are feen in all publick Aflemblies, except in a Court of 

¿ullice. I íhall fay nothing of thofe Silent and Bufy 
lultitudes that are employed wíthin Doors, in the draw-

ing UD of Writings and Conveyances; ñor of thofe greater 
Niimbers that palliate their want of Buftnefs with a Prc-
tence to fuch Chamber-praélice. 

I F , in the third place, we look into the Proftfllon of 
Phyfick, we íhall find a moíl formidable Body of Men : 
T h e Sight of them is enough to make a Man ferious, for 
we may lay it down as a Maxim, that when a Nation 
abounds in Phyficians it grows thin of People. Sir ff^iV-
Jiam Temple is very much puzzled to find out aReafon w h y 
the Northern Hive, as he calis it , does not fend out fuch 
prodieious Swarms, and over-run the World with Gothi 
and vandals, as it did formerly; but had that Excellent 
Author obferved that there were no Students in Phyíick 
among the Subjeéls of Thor and Woden, and that this Sci-
ence very much flourilhes in the Nor th at ^refent, he 
might have ibund a bctter Solution for this DilEcuIty th.in 

any 
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any of tli&fe he has made ufe of. T h i s Body of Men, in 
our own Count ry , may be defcribed Hke the Britijh Ar -
my in Cé t fa r ' i t i m e : Some of them flay iti Charíots, and 
fomc on Foot. I f the Iniantry do Icfs Executíon than the 
Chariotcers, it is bccaufe they cannot be carríed fo foon 
inte all Quartcrs of the T o w n , and difpatch fo much Bu-
finefs in fo fiiort a T i m e . Befides this Body of Regular 
Troops , there are Stragders , w h o without being duly 
lifted and enrolled, do iníinite Mifchief to thofe who are 
fo unlucky as to f.Ul into their Hands. 

T H E R E are, befides the abovementioncd, innume-
rable Retainers to Pbyfick, who for want of other Pa -
tients, amufe themfelves with the ftifling of Cats in an Ai r -
Pump , cútt ine up Dogs alive, or impalinc of Infefts upon 
the point o f a Needle íor Microfcopical Otjfervations j be-
fides thofe that are employed in the gathering of Wecds, 
and the Chafe of Butterflies: N o t to mention the Cockle-
fiiell-Mere lian ts and Spíder-catchers. 

W H E N I confider how each of thefe Profeffions are 
crouded wi th Multi tud© that feek their Livelihood in 
them, and how many Men of Merit there are in each of 
them, w h o may be rather faid to be of the Science, than 
the Profeflion; I very much wonder at the H u m e a r of 
Parents, w h o will not rather choofe to place their SOIM in 
a way of Life where an honeft Induí lry cannot but thrivo, 
than in Stations where the greateft Probity, Leaming , 
and good Senfe may mifcarry. H o w many Men ar« 
Country-Curates, that might have n u d e themfelves Al -
dermen of London, by a r ight Improvement of a fmaller 
Sum of Money than what is ufually laíd out upon a leam-
f d Education ? A fober frugal Perfon, of ílender Parts 
and a flow Appreheofion, might have thr ivedin T r a d e , 
though he ftarves upon Phyf i ck ; as a Man would be wcll 
enough pleafed to b«y Silks of one, w h o m h e would not 
venture to feel his Pulfe. VageUius is careful, ftudious, 
and obliglng, but withal a little th tck-skui rd ; he has not 
a ftngle Client, but miglit have had abundance of Cufto-
mers. T h e Misfortone is, tliat Parents take a Liking 
a particular Profeflion, and theiefore defive their Sons may 
be of it. Whcreas, in fo great an AfFair of Life, they 
Ihould confider the Genius and Abilitrcs of their Children, 
more than their own IncHnations. 

I T 
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I T Is the great Advantage of a trading Nation, that 

there are very few in it fo dull and heavy, who may not 
be placed in Stations of Life, which may give them an 
Opportunity of making their Fortunes. A well-regula-
ted Commerce is not, Tike Law, Phyfick, or Dívini ty . 
to be over-ftocked with Hands ; but, on the contrary, 
flouriíhes by Multitudes, and glves Employment to all 
its Profeflbrs. Fleets of Merchant-Men are fo many Squa-
drons of floating Shops, that vend our Wares and Manu-
feftures in all the Markets of the World , and find out 
Chapmen under both the T r o p í c b . C 

w 

N® 22. Monday, March 26. 

^odcunque ofiendis mihijict iacredulu: odi. H o r . 

TH E W o r d S P E C T A T O R b e i n g m o f t u f u a l l y u n d e r -
fto^ as one of the Audience at publick Reprefen-
tations in our Theatres, I feldom fail of many Let-

ters relating to Playsand Operas. But indeed there are 
fuch monftrous things done in both, that if one had not 
been an Eye-witnefs of them, one could not believe that 
fuch Matters had really been exhibited. There is very 
líttle which concerns Human Life, or ís a Pifture of Na-
ture that is regarded by the greater Part of the Compa-
ny. T h e Underftanding is mfmiífed from our Entertain-
ments. . Our Mirth is the Laughter of Pools, and our Ad-
miratíon the Wonder of Idiots elfe fuch improbable, 
monftrous, and incoherent Dreams could not go off as 
they do, not only without the utmoft Scorn and Con-
tempt, but even with the loudeft Applaufe and Appro-
bation. But the Letters of my Correfpondents will repre-
fent this Añáir in a more lively Manner than any Dilcouríe 
of my own j I Ihall thereforc give them to my Reader 
with only this Preparation, that they all come from Play-
ers, and that the bufmefs of Playing is now fo managed, 
that you are not to be furpriíbd when I fay one or two of 
them are rational, others fenfitive and veg'etative Af tors , 

and 
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