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I'T is the great Advantage of a trading Nation, that
there are very few in it fo dull and heavy, who may not
be placed in Stations of Life, which may give them an
Opportunity of making their Fortunes, A well-regula-
ted Commerce is not, like Law, Phyfick, or Divinity,
to be over-ftocked with Hands; but, on the contrary,
flourifhes by Maultitudes, and gives Employment to all
its Profeflors. Fleets of Merchant-Men are {o many Squa-
drons of floating Shops, that vend our Wares and Manu-
fattures in all the Markets of the World, and find out
Chapmen under both the Tropicks. C

CHERCIPRIIDITHD
N° 22. Monday, March 26.

Quodcungue ofiendis mibi fic, incredulus odi.  Hor.

HE Word SpecT A Tor being moft ufually under-
ftood as one of the Audience at publick Reprefen-
tations in our Theatres, I feldom fail of many Let-

ters relating to Plays and Operas.  But indeed there are
fuch monftrous things done in both, that if one had not
been an Eye-witnefs of them, one could not believe that
fuch Matters had really been exhibited. There is very
little which concerns Human Life, or is a PiGure of Na-
ture that is regarded by the greater Part of the Compa-
ny. ‘The Underftanding is difmiffed from our Entertain-
ments. Our Mirth is the Laughter of Fools, and our Ad-
miration the Wonder of Idiots; elfe fuch improbable,
monftrous, and incoherent Dreams could not go off as
they do, not only without the utmoft Scorn and Con-
tempt, but even with the loudeft Applaufe and Appro-
bation. But the Letters of my Correfpondents will repre-
fent this Affair in a more lively Manner than any Difcourfe
of my own; I fhall therefore give them to my Reader
with only this Preparation, that they all come from Play-
ers, and that the bufinefs of Playing is now fo managed,
that you are not to be furprifed when I fay one or two of
them are rational, others {enfitive and vegetative A&ors,

and
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and others wholly inanimate. I fhall not place thefeas I
have named them, but as they have Precedence in the
Opinion of their Audience.
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My. SPECT ATOR,

' O U R having been {fo humble as to take notice

of the Epiftles of other Animals, emboldens me,
who am the wild Boar that was killed by Mrs. 7of%s,
to reprefent to you, That I think I was hardly ufed in
not having the Part of the Lion in Hyda/pes given to
me. It would have been but a natural Step for me to
have pcn’umted that noble Creature, after having be-
haved my felf to Satisfaction in the Part above-menti-
oned : But that of a Lion, is too great a Chara&er for
one that never trod the Stage before but upon two Legs.
As for the little Refiftance which 1 made, I hope it may
be excufed, when it is confidered that the Dart was
thrown at me by fo fair an Hand. I muft confefs I had
but juft put on my Brutality ; and Camilla’s Charms
were fuch, that beholding her eret Mien, hearing her
charming Voice, and aftonifhed with her graceful Mo-
tion, I could not keep up tomy affumed Fiercenefs,
but died like a Man.
ITam, § IR,
Your moft humble Servant,
Thomas Prone.
Mr.SPECTATOR,
H IS is to let you underftand, that the Play-houfe
is a Reprefentation of the World in nothing {o
much as in this Particular, that no one rifes in it ac-
cording to his Merit. 1 have acted feveral Parts of
Houthold-ftuff with great Applaufe for many Years: I
am one of the Men in the Hangings in the Emperor of
the Moon ; I have twice performed the third Chair in an
Englifh Opera; and have rehearfed the Pump in the
Fortune-Hunters. 1 am now grown old, and hope you
will recommend me fo effectually, as that I may fay
fomething before I go off the Stage In which you will

¢ do a great A& of Charity to

Your moft bu mble Servant,
William Screne.
M.
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Mr.SpecT ATOR,
. [ NDERSTANDING that Mr. Screxe haswrit

-~ toyou, and defired to be raifed from dumb and
full Parts ; I defire, if you give him Motion or Speech,
that you would advance me in my Way, and let me
¢ keep on in what I humbly prefume I am a Mafter, to
wit, in reprefenting humane and ftill Life together. I
have feveral times ated one of the fineft Flower-pots
in the fame Opera wherein Mr. Screne is a Chair; there-
fore upon his Promotion, requeft that I may fucceed
Tm in the Hangings, with my Hand in the Orange-

rees,

Your bumble Servant,
Ralph Simple.

S IR, Druyy-Lane, March 24, 1910-11.

I Saw your Friend the Templer this Evening in the

Pit, and thought he looked very little pleafed with
the Reprefentation of the mad Scene of the Pilyrim. I
wifh, Sir, you would do us the Favour to animadvers
frequently upon the falfe Tafte the Town is in, with
Relation to Plays as well as Operas. It certainly re-
quires a Degree of Underftanding to play juftly ; but
fuch is our Condition, that we are to {ufpend our Rea-
‘ fon to perform our Parts, As to Scenes of Madnefs,
you know, Sir, there are noble Inftances of this ki
in Shake/fpear ; but then it is the Difturbance of a nobl
Mind, from generous and humane Refentments: It
like that Grief which we have for the Deceafe of our
Friends : It is no Diminution, but a Recommendation
of humane Nature, that in fuch Incidents Paffion gets
the better of Reafon ; and all we can think to comfort
our felves, is impotent againft half what we feel. I
will not mention that we had an Idiot in the Scene,
and all the Senfe it is reprefented to have, is that of
* Luft. As for my felf who have long taken pains in
perfonating the Paffions, I have to-night atted only an
Appetite. The Part I play’d is Thirft, but it is repre-
fented as written rather by a Dray-man than a Poet. I
‘ come in with a Tub about me, that Tub hung with
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¢ Quart-pots, with a full Gallon at my Mouth. I am
¢ afhamed to tell you that I pleafed very much, and this
¢ was introduced as 2 Madnefs ; but fure it was not hu-
¢ mane Madnefs, for a Mule or an Afs may have been a8
‘ dry as ever I was in my Life.
Zam, § IR,
Your moft obedient and bumble Servant.

Mr.SPECTATOR, FromtheSavoy inthe Strand.
¢ I F you can read it with dry Eyes, I give you this
¢« | Trouble to acquaint you, that I am the unfortu-
* nate King Latinus,and believe I am the firft Prince that
¢ dated from this Palace fince Fobn of Gaunt. Such is
* the Uncertainty of all humane Greatnefs, that I who
¢ lately never moved without a Guard, am now prefled as
¢ » common Soldier, and am to fail with the firft fair
¢ Wind againft my Brother Leawis of France. Itisavery
¢ hard thing to put offa Charalter which one has appear-
¢ ed in with Applaufe : This I experienced fince the Lofs
¢ of my Diadem ; for upon quarrellin with another Re-
: cruit, I fpoke my Indignation out of my Part in récis

lativo s

Moft audacious Slawe,
Dar’f} thou an angry Monarch's Fury brave ?

¢« The Words were no fooner out of my Mouth, when
* 2 Serjeant knock’d me down, and asked me if I had a
¢ Mind to mutiny, in talking things no body underftood.
< You fee, Sir, my unhappy Circumftances ; and if by
¢ Your Mediation you can procure a Subfidy for a Prince
¢ (who never failed to make all that beheld him merry
¢ at his Appearance) you will merit the Thanks of
Your Friend,

The King of Latium.
ADVERTISEMENT.

For the Good of the Publick.

WITHIN two Doors of the Mafyuerade lives an
cminent Italian Chirurgion, arrived from the Carnival
&t Venice, of greai Experience in private Cures. Accom-

odations
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modations are provided, and Perfons admitted in their
Mafquing Habit;.

HE bas cured fince bis coming thither, inlefs tharn a
Fortnight, Four Scaramouches, a Mountebank Doie ry Tavg
Turkith Baffa’s, Three Nuns, and a Morris-Dancer.

Venienti occurrite Morbo.

N.B. ANY Perfon may apree by the Great, and be
kept in Repair by the Year. The Doflor draaws Teeth
without pulling off your Mask. R
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Sewvit atrox Volfcens, nec teli confpicit ufquam
Aullorem, nec qui [e ardens immittere poffit. Virg,

H ERE is nothing that more betrays a bafe unge-
nerous Spirit, than the giving of fecret Stabs to a

lan’s Reputation. Lampoons and Satyrs, that are
written with Wit and Spirit, are like poifoned Darts,
which not only infli¢t a Wound, but make itincurable.
For this Reafon I am very much troubled when I fee the
Talents of Humour and Ridicule in the Pofleflion of an
ill-natured Man. There cannot be a greater Gratification
to a barbarous and inhumane Wit, than to ftir up Sorrow
in the Heart of a private Perfon, to raife Uneafinefs a-
mong near Relations, and to expofe whole Families to
Derifion, at the fame time that he remains unfeen and
undifcovered. If, befides the Accomplifhments of being
witty and ill-natured, a Man is vicious into the bargain,
he is one of the moft mifchievous Creatures that can en-
ter into a Civil Society. His Satyr will then chiefly fall
upon thofe who ought to be the moft exempt from it.
Virtue, Merit, and every thing that is Praife-worthy,
will be made the Subject of Ridicule and Buffoonry. Tt
is impoflible to enumerate the Evils which arife from
thefe Arrows that fly in the dark, and I know no other
Excufe





