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mdations are pro'vUeJ, and Per/ons admítted tn their 
Mafquing Habits. 

HE hat curedfinee hts coming thither, in lefs than a 
^rtnight, FourScaramouches,aMountehankDoaor, Tivo 

. Tur íulh Bajfa'i^ Ihree Nuns, and a Morris-Danctr. 

yenient i occurritc Morbo. 

N . B. ANT Perfon may agree ¿v the Great, aud be 
kept in Petair hy the Tear. Ibe Doaor dravis 7eeth 
without puiitng offyour Mask. R 

N® 23. "íuefday, March 27. 

S<e'vit atrox Vol/cens, nec teli confpicit ufquam 
Juéiorem, nec quo fe ardens immittere pojjit. Virg. ' 

TH E R E is nothíng that more betrays a bafe unge-
nerous Spirit, than the giving of fecretStabs to a 
Man's Reputation. Lampoons and Satyrs, that are 

wrltten with W i t and Spirit, are like poifoned Dar ts , 
which not only inflift a Wound, bu tmake ít incurable. 
For this Reafon I a m v e r y m u c h troubled when I fce the 
Talents of Humour and Ridicule in the PoíTeffion of an 
jll-naturcd Man. Therecannot be a greater Gratification 
to a barbarous and inhumane W i t , than to ftir upSorrow 
in the Hear t of a prívate Perfon, to raife Uneafmefs a« 
mong near Relations, and to expofe whole Families to 
D e n ü o n , at the fame time that he remains unfeen and 
undifcovered. I f , befides the Accomplilhments of being 
witty and ill-natured, a Man is vicious into the bargain, 
h e is one of the molí mifchievous Creatures that can en-
ter into a Civil Society. His Satyr will thcn chiefly fell 
u j » n ihofe w h o ought to be the moft exempt from i t . 
Vir tue, Meri t , and every thing that is Praife-worthy, 
will be made the Subjcft of Ridicule and Buftbonry. I t 
is impoffible to enumerate the Evils which arife from 
íhefc Arrows that fly in the dark, and I know no other 
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Excufe that is or can be made for them, than that the 
Wounds they give are only imaginary, ánd produce no-
thing more than a fecret Shame or Sorrow in the Mind 
of the fufFering Perfon. I t muft indeed be confefs'd, 
that a Lampoon or a Satyr do not carry in them Robbe-
ry or M u r d e r ; but at the fame time, how many are 
there that would not rather lofe a confiderabie Sum of 
Money, or even Life it felf, than be fet up as a Mark of 
Infamy andDerifion? Andin this Cafe a Man íhould con-
fider, that an Injury is not to be meafured by the Noti-
ons of him that gives, but of him that receives it. 

T H O S E who can put the bell Countenance upon 
the Outrages of this Nature which are oíFered them, aie 
not without their fecret Anguiíh. I have often obferved 
a PaíTage in Socrates's Behaviour at his Death, in a Líght 
wherein none of the Criticks have confidered it. T h a t 
excellent Man, entertaining his Friends, a little befbre he 
drank the Bowl of Poifon, with a Dífcourfe on the I m -
mortality of the Soul, at his entering upon it fays, that 
he does not believe any the moft Comick Genius can cen-
fure him for talking upon fuch a'Subjeft at fuch a time. 
ThisPaflage.I think, evidently glances upon Arijiopbanest 
who writ a Comedy on purpoíe to ridicule the Difcourfes 
of that Divine Philofopher. I t has been obfen'ed by 
many Writers, that Sócrates was fo little moved at this 
piece of BufFoonry, that he was feveral times prefent at 
its being afted upon the Stage, and never expreíTed the 
kart Refentment of it. But with Submiffion, I think 
the Remark I have here made fliews us that this un-
worthy Treatment made an Impreffion upon his Mind, 
though he had been too \vjfe to difcover it. 

W H E N Julius Cafar was lampooned by Cafullus, 
Be invited him toa Supper, and treated him with fuch a 
generous Civility, that he made the Poet his Friend ever 
after. Cardinal Maxarine eave the fame kind d Treat-
ment to the Learned ^ i l i e t , who had reflefted upon 
his Eminence in a femous Latín Poem. T h e Cardinal 
fent for him, and after fome kind Expoftulations upon 
what he had written, aíTured him of his Efteeni, and 
difmifled him with a Promife of the next good Abby that 
íhould fall, which he accordingly conferrcd upon him in 
a few üiontlis after, I h i s had fo good an ¿ffc í t upon 
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t he Author, that he dedicated thc fecond Editíon of híí 
Book to the Cardinal, after having expungedthe Pafiages 
>vhich had given h im Offence. 

SEXTUS ^UINTUS was not of fogenerousantj 
forgiving a Temper . Upon his being inadc Pope, the 
Statue of Pafquin was one Night drcffed ín a very dir ty 
Shirt, with an Excufe written under it , that he was 
forccd to wear foul Unen , becaufe his Laundrefs was 
n u d e a Princefs. This was a Reflexión upon the Pope'a 
Sifler, who, before the Promotion of her Brother, was 
in thofe mean Circumftances that Pafquin reprefented her. 
As this Pafquinade made a great Noife in Rome^ the Pope 
offcred a confiderable Sum of Money to any Perfon that 
íhould difcover the Author of it. T h e Author relying 
upon his Holinefs's Generofity, as alfo on fome prívate 
Overtures which he had received from him, made the 
Difcovery h imfe l f j upon which the Pope gave him the 
Reward he had promifed, but at the fame time to difa-
b!e the Satyrift for the future, ordered his Tongue to be 
cut out, and both his Hands to be chopped ofF. Arttine 

i is too trite an Inilance. ' Every one knows that all the 
' Kings of Furc^e were his Tributarles. Nay , there is s 

Letter of his extant, in which he malíes his Boafts that 
)ie had laid the Sophy of P^ r^a under Contribution. 

T H O U G H m thc various Examples which I have 
here drawn together, thefe feveral great Men bchaved 
themfelves very difFerently tewards t h e W i t s of the Age 
who had reproachcd them j they all of them plainly íhew-
ed that they were very fenfible of their Reproaches, and 
confequently that they received them as very great In-
juries. For my own part, I would never truft a Man 
that I thought was cambie of giving thefe fecret Wounds j 
and cannot but think that he would hurt the Perfon, 
whofe Reputación he thus aíTaults, in his Body or in his 
Fortune, could he do it with the íame Security. There 
h indeed fomething very barbarous and inhumane in the 
ordinary Scriblers of Lampoons. An innocent young 
Lady íhall be expofed, for an unhappy Feature. A Fa-
ther of a Family turned to Ridicule, for fome domellick 
Calamity. A Wife be made uneafy all her Life, for a 
mifinterpreted Word or Aft íon. Nay, a good, atempé-
rate, a n d a j u f t M a n , íhall be put out of Countenance by 

tJie 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



the Reprefcntation of thofe Qualities that íhould do hím 
Honour. So perniclous a thing Í8 W i t , when it i snot 
tempered with Virtue and Humanity. 

I have indeed heard of heedlefs ínconfiderate Wri ter f , 
that without any Malice have ücrificed the Rrautation 
of their Friends and Acquaintance, to a certain Levity of 
Temper , and a filly Ambltion, of diflinguiíhíng thera-
felves by a Spirit of Raillery and Satyr : As if it were not 
infinitcly more honourable to be a good-natured Man, 
than a Wi t . Where thereís this little pctulant i íumour 
in an Author, he is often very mifchievous without de-
figning to be fo. For whích Reafon I always lay i t 
down as a Rule, that an indifcreet Man is more hurtful 
than an ill-natur'd one ; for as the latter will only a t -
tack his Encmies, and thofe he wiíhes ill t o ; the o -
ther injures indifferently both Friends and Foes. I can-
not forbear, on this Occafion, tranfcribin^ a Fable out 
of Sir Roger PEJirangey which accidentally lies befbre m#. 
« A Company of waegiíh Bovs were watching of F r o ^ 
' at the fiae of a Pond, and Íliíl as any of 'em put up their 

* Heads, they'd be pelting them down again with Stoncs. 
« Ckildren {fays one of the Frog^) you r.enjer conjíder that 
* thd thii may be Pla^ to you, tis Death to us. 

A S this Week is m a manner fet apart and dedicated 
to ferious Thoughts , I Ihall indulge my felf in fuch Spe-
culations as may not be altogcther unfuitable to the Sea-
fon ; and in the mean time, as the fettlirg in our felves a 
CharitableFrameof Mind is a W o r k v e r v proper for the 
T ime, 1 have in this Paper endeavoured to expofe that 
particular Breach of Charity which has been generally 
overlooked by Divines, becaufe they are but fcw who 
can be guilty of it. C 
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