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modations are provided, and Perfons admitted in their
Mafquing Habit;.

HE bas cured fince bis coming thither, inlefs tharn a
Fortnight, Four Scaramouches, a Mountebank Doie ry Tavg
Turkith Baffa’s, Three Nuns, and a Morris-Dancer.

Venienti occurrite Morbo.

N.B. ANY Perfon may apree by the Great, and be
kept in Repair by the Year. The Doflor draaws Teeth
without pulling off your Mask. R
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Sewvit atrox Volfcens, nec teli confpicit ufquam
Aullorem, nec qui [e ardens immittere poffit. Virg,

H ERE is nothing that more betrays a bafe unge-
nerous Spirit, than the giving of fecret Stabs to a

lan’s Reputation. Lampoons and Satyrs, that are
written with Wit and Spirit, are like poifoned Darts,
which not only infli¢t a Wound, but make itincurable.
For this Reafon I am very much troubled when I fee the
Talents of Humour and Ridicule in the Pofleflion of an
ill-natured Man. There cannot be a greater Gratification
to a barbarous and inhumane Wit, than to ftir up Sorrow
in the Heart of a private Perfon, to raife Uneafinefs a-
mong near Relations, and to expofe whole Families to
Derifion, at the fame time that he remains unfeen and
undifcovered. If, befides the Accomplifhments of being
witty and ill-natured, a Man is vicious into the bargain,
he is one of the moft mifchievous Creatures that can en-
ter into a Civil Society. His Satyr will then chiefly fall
upon thofe who ought to be the moft exempt from it.
Virtue, Merit, and every thing that is Praife-worthy,
will be made the Subject of Ridicule and Buffoonry. Tt
is impoflible to enumerate the Evils which arife from
thefe Arrows that fly in the dark, and I know no other
Excufe
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Excufe that is or can be made for them, than that the
Wounds they give are only imaginary, and produce no-
thing more than a fecret Shame or Sorrow in the Mind
of the fuffering Perfon. It muft indeed be confefs'd,
that a Lampoon or a Satyr do not carry in them Robbe-
ry or Murder; but at the fame time, how many are
there that would not rather lofe a conﬁdcmble Sum of
Money, or even Life it felf, than be fet up as a Mark of
Infamy and Derifion? And in this Cafe a Man fhould con-
fider, thatan Injury is not to be meafured by the Noti-
ons of him that gives, but of him that receives it.
T-HOS E who can put the beit Countenance upon
the Outrages of this Nature which are offered them, are
not without their fecret Anguith. I have often obferved
a Paflage in Socrates’s Behaviour at his Death, in a Light
wherein none of the Criticks have confidered it. 'That
excellent Man, entertaining his Friends, a little before he
drank the Bowl of Poifon, with a Difcourfe on the Im-
mortality of the Soul, at his entering uponxt fays, that
he does not believe any the moft meu\ (Genius can cen-
fure him for talking upon fuch a Subjeét at fuch a time.
This Paflage, I think, evidently glances-upon 4riflophanes,
who writa Lonudv on purpofe to ridicule the Difcourfes
of that Divine Philofopher. It has been obferved by
many Woriters, that Socrates was fo little moved at this
pucc of Buffoonry, that he was feveral times prefent wt
1ts being acted upon the Stage, and never expreflfed th
leaft I\dc“:mcnt of it. but with Submiffion, 1 t].m.\
the Remark I have here made fhews us that this un-
worthy Treatment made an Impreflion upon his Mind
I‘ou"h he had been too wife to difcover it.

\\/ HEN Fulius Czfar was lampooned by Catullus

- 4

]

he invited him toa Sdppu and tre: cd him with fuch a
generous Civility, that he ma xde the Poet his Friend ever
'ahc . Cardinal Mazarine gave the fame kind of Treat-
ment to the Learned Quillet, who had refleted upon
his Eminence in a famous Latin Poem. The Cardinal
{fent for him, and after fome kind Expoftulations upon
what he had w rfttm, aflured him of his Efteem, and
difmiffed him with a Promife of the next good Abby that
fhould fall, which he accordingly ¢ conferred upon him in
a few Months after. This had fo good an Effect upon
tii€
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the Author, that he dedicated the fecond Edition of his
Book to the Cardinal, after having expunged the Paflages
which had given him Offence.

SEXTUS QUINTUS was not of {ogenerousand
forgiving a Temper. Upon his being made Pope, the
Statue of Pa/guin was one Night drefled in a very dirty
Shirt, with an Excufe written under it, that he was
forced to wear foul Linen, becaufe his Laundrefs was
made a Princefs. This was a Reflexion upon the Pope’s
Sifter, who, before the Promotion of her Brother, was
in thofe mean Circumitances that Pa/guin reprefented her,
As this Pafquinade made a great Noife in Rome, the Pope
offered a confiderable Sum of Money to any Perfon that
fhould difcover the Author of it. The Author relying
upon his Holinefs’s Generofity, as alfo on fome private
Opvertures which he had received from him, made the
Difcovery himfelf; upon which the Pope gave him the
Reward he had promifed, but at the fame time to difa-
ble the Satyrit for the fature, ordered his Tongueto be
cut out, and both his Hands to be chopped off. Aretine
is too trite an Inftance.” Every one knows that all the
Kings of Europe were his Tributaries. Nay, there is a

\Letter of his extant, in which he makes his Boafts that
he had laid the Sophy of Perfiz under Contribution.

THOU GH inthe various Examples which I have
here drawn together, thefe feveral great Men behaved
themfelves very differently towards the Wits of the Age
who had reproached them ; they all of them plainly fhew-
ed that they were very fenfible of their Reproaches, and
confequently that they received them as very great In-
juries. For my own part, I would never truft a Man
that I thought was capable of giving thefe fecret Wounds ;
and cannot but think that he would hurt the Perfon,
whofe Reputation he thus affaults, in his Body or in his
Fortune, could he do it with the fame Security. There
1s indeed il‘m;thing very barbarous and inhumane in the
ordinary Scriblers of Lampoons. An innocent young
Lady fhall be expofed, for an unhappy Feature. A Fa-
ther of a Family turned to Ridicule, for fome domeftick
Calamity. A Wife be made uneafy all her Life, for a
mifinterpreted Word or Aétion. L\':z'v. a good, 2 tempe-
rate, and a juft Man, fhall be put cut of Countenance by

the
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the Reprefentation of thofe Qualities that fhould do him
Honour. So pernicious a thing is Wit, when it isnot
tempered with Virtue and Humanity.

I have indeed heard of heedlefs inconfiderate Writers,
that without any Malice have facrificed the Reputation
of their Friends and Acquaintance, to a certain Levity of
Temper, and a filly Ambition, of diftinguifhing them-
felves by a Spirit of Raillery and Satyr : Asif it were not
infinitely more honourable to be a good-natured Man,
than a Wit. Where there is this little petulant Humour
in an Author, he is often very mifchievous without de-
figning to be fo. For which Reafon I always lay it
down as a2 Rule, that an indifcreet Man is more hurtful
than an ill-natur’d one; for as the latter will only at-
tack his Enemies, and thofe he withes ill to; the o~
ther injures indifferently both Friends and Foes. I can-
not forbear, on this Occafion, tranfcribing a Fable out
of Sir Roger I’Efirange, which accidentally lies before me.
« A Company of waggifh Boys were watching of Frogs
¢ at the fide of a Pond, and ftill asany of "em put up their
¢ Heads, they’d be pelting them down again with Stones.
¢ Children (fays one of the Frogs) you newer (0).:/;‘18)‘ that
¢ tho" this may be Play to you, *tis Death to us.

A S this Week is in a manner fet apart and dedicated
to ferious Thoughts, I fhallindulge my felf in fuch Spe-
culations as may not be altogether unfuitable to the Sea-
{on ; and in the mean time, as the fettling in our felves a
Charitable Frame of Mind is a Work very proper for the
Time, 1 have in this Paper endeavoured to expofe that
particular Breach of Charity which has been generally
overlooked by Divines, becaufe they are but few who
can be guilty of it. C

mw‘“fw") U2 AN AN
it L 7 4 ) = ﬁi._v'_l
;:ﬁ.f‘ (739 S g=CG .,

Ba Wy O »‘,'7‘"'% f'i".rc 1

: AL 1N :‘ﬁp : +7¢

‘.f;‘ ',“‘\&)‘:’/:%) N :\ — 8 .: W
9 5 I&?

1: -.' ..,'. 'S T.'..‘ Ty

v -

i‘
b
it
!4

i
i
!
:
|
|

-






