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Diftempers, which are natural to every Man who is
more anxious to Live than How to live. In fhort; the
Prefervation of Life fhould be only a fecondary Con-
cern, and the Dire&ion of it our Principal. If we havéd
this Frame of Mind, we fhall take the beft Means to
preferve Life, without being over-folicitous about the
Event ; and fhall arrive at that Point of Felicity which
Mastial has mentioned as the PerfeGtion of Happinefs,
of neither fearing nor wifhing for Death.

I N anfwer to the Gentleman, who tempers his Health
by Ounces and by Scruples, and, inftead of complying
with thofe nataral Solicitations of Hunger and 'Thirft,
Drowfinefs or Love of Exercife, governs himfelf by
the Prefcriptions of his Chair, I fhall tell him a fhort
Fable. Fupiter, fays the Mythologift, to reward the
Piety of a certain Countryman, promifed to give him
whatever he would ask : The Countryman defired that
he might have the Management of the Weather in his
own Eftate : He obtained his Requeft, and immediate-
ly diftributed Rain, Snow, and Sunfhine among his fe-
veral Fields, as he thought the Nature of the Soil re-

uired. At the end of the Year, when he expefled to
ee a more than ordinary Crop, his Harveft fell infinite-
ly thort of that of his Neighbours: Upon which (fays
the Fable) he defired Fupiter to take the Weather again
into his own Hands, or that otherwife he fhould utter-
ly ruin him{elf. e
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Pallida mors aquo pulfat pede panperum tabsrras
Regumque turres, O beate Sext:.

Vite fumma brevis [pem nos vetat inchoare longam,
Fam te premet nox, fabuleque manes,

Et domus exilis Plutonia Hor,

HEN I am in a ferious Humour, I very often

\;’\/ walk by my felfin #7¢ffminfler-Abby ; where the
Gloominefs of the Place, and the Ufe to which

it is applied, with the Solemnity of the Building, and
E 4 the
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the Condition of the People who lie in it. are apt to
fil the Mind with a kind of Melancholy .or rather Chought

falnefs, that is net dif greeable. 1 Yefterday pafled a
- . - e~ 3 % Y o

Whole Afternoon in the € hurch-yard, the ( loifters, and

the Charch, amofing my felf with the Tomb-flones and

s
Fnferiptions that I met with in thofe {e

il Regions of
the Dead. Moft of them recorded no

ver:
thing elfe of the
buried. Perfon, but that he was born upon one Day
and died upon another : The whole Hff‘to'rj: of his Life
being comprehended in thofe two Circumftances, that
are, common to all Mankind. I could not hut look
upon thefe Regifters of Exiftence, whether of Brafs or
Marble, as a kind of Satvr upon the departed Perfons ;
who had left no other Memorial of them, but that they
were born and that they died. They put mein mind of
feveral Perfons mentioned in the Battles of Herojc Poems,
who have founding Names given them, for no other
Reafon but that they may be killed;, and are celebrated
for nothing but being: knocked on the Head:

Faaunor 7¢ M:dov]a e O?M/Aoj{év TE. Hom,

G laucumyue, Medontaque, 77."1‘»_'/’."/0(1‘:17)15(:“’. Virg,
"The Life of thefe Men is finely defcribed in Holy Writ
by the Path of an Arrow, which is immcdi:ltcl); clofed
up and loft. :

UPON my going into the Church, T entertained
my felf with the digging of a Grave; and faw in every
Shovel-full of it that was thrown up, the Fragment of
2 Bone or Skull intermixt with a kind of frefh moulderin
Earth that fome time or other had a Place in the Com-
pofition of an humane Body. UFon this I began to con-
fider with my felf what innumerable Multitudes of People
lay confufed together under the Pavement of that an-
cient Cathedral; how Men and Women, Friends and
Enemies, Priefts and Soldiers, Monks and Prebendaries,
were crumbled amongft one another, and blended to-

ether in the fame common Mafs; how Beauty,
gtrength, and Youth, with Old-age, Weaknefs, and
Deformity, lay undiftinguithed in the fame promifcuous

Heap of Matter.
AFTER
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AFTER having thus furveyed this great Magazine of
Mortality, as it were, in the Lump; I examined it more
J?

particularly by the Accounts which I found on feveral of
Y D] .

the Monuments which are raifed in every Quarter of
that ancient Fabrick. Some of them were covered with
fuch extravagant Epitaphs, that if it were pofiible fot
the dead Perion to be acquainted with them, he would
blufh at the Praifes which his Friends have beftowed up+
on him. There are others fo exceflively Modeft, that
they deliver the Charatter of the Perfon departed in Greek
or Hebreaw, and by that means are not underftood once in
a Twelvemonth. In the Poetical Quarter, I found there
were Poets who had no Monuments, and Monuments
which had no Poets. I obferved indeed that the prefent
War had filled the Church with many of thefe uninhabit-
ed Monuments, which had been ereted to the Memory
of Perfons whofe Bodies were perhaps buried in the Plaing
of Blenbeim, or in the Bofom of the Ocean.

1 could not but be very much delighted with feveral

whi

modern Epitaphs, which are written with great Ele-

-gance of 1 xpreflion and Juftnefs of Thought, and there-

fore do Honour to the Living as well as to the Dead. As
a Foreigner is very apt to conceive an Idea of the Igno-
rance or Politenefs of a Nation from the Turn of their
publick Monuments and Infcriptions, they fhould be fub-
mitted to the Perufal of Men of Learning and Genius be-
fore they are put in Execution. Sir Cloudefley Showel’s Mo-’
nument has very often given me great Offence : Inftead of

the brave rough Engli/’ Admiral, which was the diftin-

JA s
guifhing Charalter of that plain gallant Man, he 1s repré=
{ented on his Tomb by the Figure of a Beau, dreffed ‘in
g / s ¥ . idas 3
a long Periwig, and repofing himfelf upon Velvet Cd-

fhions under a C anopy of State. 1 he Inxu'll*i:n:\ 1S an-
1 s +ha M s ® o e 2 {3 an > anlalheats
fwerable to the Monument; for ‘inftead of celebrating

Service of his Country, it acquaints s only with the
Manner of his Death, in which it was impoflible for him
to reap any Honour. The Dutch, whom we are apt to
defpife for want of Genius, thew an infinitely greater
tafte of Antiquity and Politenes in their Buildings ard

ALY

the many remarkable Aétions he had performed in the

: . : Tt '

Works of this Nature, than what we meect witil 1 thofe
by m T A0 - - their Adms

of our own Country. The Monuments of their Admi-
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rals, which have been cre&c;l at the publick Expence,
reprefent them like themfelves; and are adorned with
roftral Crowns and naval Ornaments, with beautiful Fe-
ftoons of Sea-weed, Shells, and Coral.

BUT to return to our Subjet. I have left the Repo-
fitory of our Eng/i/b Kings for the Contemplation of anc-
ther Day, when I fhall find my Mind difpofed for fo
ferious an Amufement, I know that Entertainments of
this Nature are apt to raife dark and difmal Thoughts in
timorous Minds, and gloomy Im“gmtmm ; but for my

wn part, though I am always ferious, I do not know
what it is to be mel.mchoh ; and can therefore take a
View of Nature in her dccp and folemn Scenes, with
the {fame Pleafure as in her moft gvv and de]ibhtful ones.
Ti) this means I can improve my felf with thofe Objets,

vhich others confider with Terror. When I look up>
on the Tombs of the Great, every Emotion of Envy dies
in me ; when I read the Epitaphs of the Beautiful, every
inordinate Defire goes out ; when I meet with ’l‘ > Grief
of Parents upon a Tomb-ftore, my Heart melts with
Compaflion ; when I fee the Rmb of the Parents them-
felves, I confider the Vanity of grieving for thofe whom
we muft quickly follow: When I fee ’mgxl ing }*y
thofe who depofed them, when I confider rival W
placed Side by Side, or the holy Men that divided mc
World with their Contefts and Difputes, I refle& with
Sorrow and Aftonifhment on the little Competitions, Fa-
&tions, and Debates of Mankind. When I read the ‘1‘\'0-
ral Dates of the Tombs, of fome that died Yeflerday
and fome fix hundred Years ago, I confider that on zt
Pay when we fhall all of us be Lun:unpox. ries, and make
eur Appearance together, C
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