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Diftcmper?, which are natural to every Man who ¡s 
more anxious to U v e than How to live. I n íhort^ th« 
Prefervatlon of Life ñiould be only a fecondary Con-
cern, and the Direñion of ít our Principal. I f w« havé» 
tliis Frame of Mind, we Ihall take the beft IVkans tt> 
preferve U f e , wíthout being over-folicitous about the 
Evcnt ; and íhall arríve at tliat Point of Felicity which 
3/«r/ /r t /has mcntioned as the Perfeíüon of Happinefi, 
of ncíther fearing ñor wifning for Death. 

I N anfwer t o t h e Gentlemin, who tempershis Heal th 
by Ounces and by Scruples, and, inftead of complying 
with thoíe natural Solicitations of Hunger and Thi rR, 
Drowfinefe or Love of Exercife, governs himfelf by 
the Prefcriptions of his Chair, 1 malí tell him a íhoit 
iable. Júpiter y 1^'s the Mythologill, to reward the 
Piety of a certain Countryman, promiled to give hin» 
whatever he would ask : T h e Countr> nian dcfired tliat 
he might have the Management of the Weather in his 
own Eftate : H e obtained his Requcft, and immediate-
ly diftributed Rain, Snow, and Suníhine among his fe-
vecal Ficlds, as he thought the Nature of the Soil re-
quired. A t the end of the Year, when he expeflcd to 
ÍM a more than ordinary Crop, his Harveíl fel infinite-
ly íhort of that of his Neighbours: ü p o n which (fayj 
the Fable) he defiral Júpiter to take the Weather agaia 
into his own Hands, or that otherwifc h« íhould utter-
ly ruin himfelf. C 

N^ 26. Friday, March 30. 

PalUda mors aquopulfat pede pauperum tabernas 
Regumque tvrresy O beate Sext:\ 

Vit^ fumma brevis fpem nos n>ctat inchoare longam, 
Jam te premet nox, fahulfcque manes, 

T.t domus íxilis Plutonia • ' H c r , 

WH E N I am in a fccious Humour , I very oftcn 
walk by my felfin lVejimivJ}er-h\¡\¡y; where the 
Gloominefs of the Place, and the Ufe to which 

it Is applied, with the Solcmníty of the Building, and 
E 4. thf 
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« f P w p i c w h o lie i n i t , are apt to 
J ! í heMmdwj tha kindcfMelanchoIv.orrafhcrThouffht-
folnefs, that » not difagrceable. 1 Ycfterday p a í & a 
J h o í e A f t ^ o o n m thc Church- jard, thc CloiffWs, and 
rtic Church, amufing my felf with the Tomb-ílones and 
fflfcnpfjons that I met with in thofe feveraJ Rceions of 
the Dead. Moft of them reconJcd nothíng elfe of the 
bunM Perfon, but that he was bom upon ene Day 
and died upon another: T h e wholc Hiftory of hís Life 
beíng comprehended in thofe two Circumftances that 
are common to all Mankind. I could not but look 
u ^ n thefe Regillers of Exiftence, whcther of Brafs or 
Marbie, as a kind of Satyr upon the derarted Perfons • 
who had left no other Memorial o f t h e m , but tha t thev 
jíere ^ r n and that they died. T h e y put me in mind of 
fevefal Perfons mentioncd in the Batties of Heroic Poems 
who have founding Ñames givcn them, for no other 
Realon but that they may be killed, and are celebrated 
for notbmg but bemg knocked on the Head. 

7t MiJ^'ovIa. Ti QífffiKoxóv rt. Hom; 

Glmcumque, Medsntaqae, Therftlochumque. ' VÍrg.~ 

T h e Life of thefe Mcn is finely defcribed i n H o l y W r i t 
by tb€ Patb of an Arrocw, which is immediately clofed 
up and loñ. , '' 

Soing into the Church," I entertained 
my fe f with the diggmg o f a Grave j and fawin every 
Shovel-fuH of it that was thrown up, the Fragment of 
a BoneorSkul l in te rmixtwi tha kindoffrefh moíjiderine 
Earth that fome time or other had a Place in the Com-
poüüon of an humane Body. Upon this X began tocon-
jider with my felfwhat innumerable Multitudes ofPeople 
lay confufed together under the Pavement of that an-
cient Cathedral; how Men and Women, Friends and 
Enemics, Pricfts and Soldiers, Monks and Prebendarles 
weix crumbled amongíl ene another, and blended to^ 
eether in the fame common Mafs ; how Beauty 
ftrCTgth, and Youth, with OId-age, Weaknefs, and 
Peformi ty , lay undjñinguílhcd in the lame promifcucufi 
Heap of Matter, ^ 

A F T E R 
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A F T E R havingthus furveyedthisgrcat M a m i n e o f 
Mortali ty, as it wcre, in thc L u m p j I cxp.mmcd it more 
particularly by the Accounts whích I found on fcveral of 
the Monuments which are raifed in every Quarter of 
that ancient Fabrick. Some of them were covercd with 
fuch cxtravagant Epitaphs, that if it weie poflible fof 
the dcad Perfon to be acquainted with them, he woüld 
bluíh at the Pralfes which his Fricnds havc beftowed up-
en him. There are others fo excefllvdy Modeft, that 
thcy deliver the Charañcr of the Perfon departed in Greek 
or Heireiv, and by that means are not undcrftood once in 
a Twclvemonth. In the Poetical Quarter, I fbund thcré 
were Poets who had no Monuments, and Monuments 
which had no Poets. I obferved indeed that the prefent 
W a r had íilled the Church with many of thefe uninhabit ' 
cd Monuments, which had been erefted to the Memory 
of Perfons whofe Bodies were perhaps biiried in the Plains 
of Bhnhtim, or in the Bofom of the Ocean. 

1 could not but be very much delightcd with feveral 
modern Epitaphs, which are written with greiit Elc-
•gance of Expreíüon and Juftnefs of Thought , and theí-e-
fore do Honour to the Living as well as to the Dcad. As 
a Foreigner is very apt to conceive an Idea of the I g n ^ 
ranee or Politenefs of a Nation from the Turn of tTieir 
publick Monuments and Infcription-s they íhould te ful> 
mitted to the Perulál of Men of Learning rJid Genius be-^ 
fore they are put in Execution. Sir CloudepySbo'veT%yí(i^' 
nument has very often given me ereat Offcnce: Inftead of 
the brave rough E n g l ' ^ A d m i r é , which was the diftirt-
guiíhing Charafter of that plain gallant Man, he is reprar-" 
lented on his Tomb by the Figure of a Beau, dreíTcd _in 
a long Periwig, and repofing himfelf upon Vclvet Cií-
íhions under a Canopy of State. T h e Infcription is an-
fwcrable to the Mouument ; for inílead of cclcbrating 
the many remarkable Aítions he had performed in the 
Scrvice of his Country, i t acquaints us only with the 
Manner of his Dcath, in which it was impoílible for h im 
to reap any Honour. T h e Dutch^ whom we are apt to 
defpife for want of Genius, íhew an infinitely greater 
tañe ofAnt iqui ty and Politeneís in their Buildings arid 
Works of this Nature, than what we mcet with in thofc 
of our own Country. T h e Mon.Jir.ent= of their Admi-

E J RULÍ. 
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rals, whicK have been ereficd at the publick Expence, 
reprefent them like themfelves} and are adorned v.ith 
roftral Crowns and naval Ornamenta, with bcautiful Fc-

•ftoons of Sea-weed,. Shells, and Coral. 
B U T to return to our Subjeft. I liave left the Rcpo-

{ítory G\xr EngHfi Kings for the Contemplation of anc-
ihcr Day , when I íhalT find my Mind difpofed for fo 
ferious an Amufement. I know that Entertainments of 
this Nature are apt to raife dark and difmal Thoughts Íii 
timorous Minds, and gloomy Imaginaticns ¡ butTor my 
own part, though I am always fenous, I do not know 
what it is to be melancholy; and can thercfore take a, 
View of Nature in her deep and folemn Scenes, with 
rhe fame Pleafure as ín her moft gay and delightful ones. 
By this mcans I can iraprove my f d f wích thofe Objefts, 
which otiiers confider with Terror . When I look uj> 
on the Tombs of the Great, evcry Emotion of Envy dies 
ín m e ; when I read the Epitaphs of the Bcautiful, every 
inordinate Deiire goes out j when I mcct with the Griéf 
of Parents upon a Tomb-ñore, my Hcart melts with 
Compaflion ; when I fec t h e T o m b of the Pírcnts thcro-
íVlvev, I confider the Vanity of grievíng for thofe whcra." 
we muft quickly follow : When I fee Kings lying by 
thofe who depofcd them> when I confider rival Wita 
placed Side by Side, or the holy Men that divided the 
World with their Conteñs aod Difputes,. I refiedt with 
Sorrow and Aftoniíhment on the little Competition?, Fr.-
íUons, and Debates of Mankind. When I read the fevc-
liil Dates of the Tombs, of fomc that dicd Yeflcrilay, 
and fome fix hundred Years ago, I confider that great 
Day when we íhall all of us be C"üntcmporarÍe¿, audmake 

• t r Appuuar.ce togethcr. .C 
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