110 Tbe SPRCTATOR,  N°28

& ¢ i '*HERE isno State of Life fo Anxious a: that of

o Ak 2 R : Y :
¢ a Man who does not live aecording to the Dic-
¢ tates of his own Reafon. It will fesm cdd to you,
¢ when I affure you that my Love of Retirement firlt of
¢ all brought me to Court ;- but this will be no Riddle,
w he T . . v Lt aced (; y . |
¢ when I acquaint you th L-.l.7 placed my felf here with a
¢ Delign of getting fo much Money as might enable me
¢ to purchale a bandfom Rstreat in the Country
¢ preient my Cucumftances enable me, and my Duty
¢ prompts me, to pafs away the remaining Part ¢ my
¢ Life in fuch a Retirement as I at firl! prono/ed
afe in fuch a Retirement as I at firft propofed to my

elf; but to my great Misfortune I have intirely loit

w []4!' Keiin \)t !', al 1houid now :\'L-:xw. to thC‘ Cdtmtr‘/
J - ‘

I at firft came to L,;g-

3 ; 4 .
[ a1 happy, as 1at what I am fond of
¢ § 2 1 ShaP vkt 1.0 B }
¢ are Th , and that what l r.u_;c;‘: 15 of the greateit
¢ Xa i +alld VT
Importance a Conteft in my own Mind
1 4
¢ betwe on ¢ I remember you once
s 13 on I m
t i1 T 11 .iq .'u;l out (f
¢ ame time,. * Let me beg. of you to explain
¢ ’ . > 1 - me.
X more at large to me, .."[IIJ‘ ' conforn
‘ poifible, both to my Duty and my Inch
| il s - ) . Y el A.." AL
¢ am

n

Your moff bumbke Serwan
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Shall here prefent my Reader with a Letter from a
concerning a new Office which he thinks

m ch g..,..L.l\utc to the Embellifhment of

. to the driving Barbarity out of our Streets.
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I confider it is a Satyr upon Projeftors in g(’nem' and
w lively Picture of the whole Art of Modern Criticifm.

S IR,

Bimmo that you Hhave Thoughts of ereatin

i

¥
()

certain Officers under you, for the Iri;“tmn of
¢ feveral petty Inormxt'ca which you your felf cannot
¢ attend to; and finding daily Abfurdities hung out upoent
‘ mn Sign-Pofts of this City, to.the great Scandal of
uqm‘,m as well as thofe of our own Count ry, who

are curious S pcﬂhmrf of the * yme : I do humbl y pro-
€ p vofe, that you wonl 1d be ple: ed .o make me your Super=
't ,f 1T fuch L ipures and Devices as are or fhall
ade ufe of on this 'c:f.f ; \'\;th full Powers to
¢ re@ify or expunge \\,H'c\ hall find irregular or
« defef@tive. For want of fu ("; an Um(( there is no-
¢ thing g like {our d Literature an d o od th e to be met
¢ with in thofe Obje&ts, that are every where thrufting
. t' emf{elves out to the Eye, and endeav ouring to become

L

¢ vifib'e.. Qur Streets are filled with blue Lonrc black
¢. Swans. and red Lions; not to mcrvti'm flying Pigs, and
[ {;( s i At ' any other Creatures more ex

¢ tra 7 than any in the Def 'p'tq of Africk. S.r'mvc'
¢ that one who has ‘\‘1 the Birds and Bealts in \'mturu to
¢. choofe out of, fhould liveat the Sign ofan Ens Rationis?

¢« MY firft Task theretore {houl Id be, like that of Her-
¢ cules, to clear the City f'.'nx‘:l .\fur.!‘_v rs. In the fecond
¢ ] lace { would f x‘ id, that Creatures of jarring and in-
¢ congruous Natur hould be jo: t ¥

¢ {fame ‘*1 oM 3 {fuch a:

§ DJG mi' cu‘..:.t" v
¢ pmu. to have met, but what has the

¢ ven Stars todo together! > Anc
¢« Dolphin ever meet, except upon a Sien-Poit ¢ As for
¢ the Cat and Fiddle, there1sa Conceitin it ; and there-

< fore I do not that any thing [ have here faid
¢ (hould affeétit. I muft however oblerve to you upon
¢ this Subje, that it is ui 1al for a young Tradefmpan,
¢« at his firft fet

to add to his own Sign that of
{erved ; as the Husband after Mars
riage, givesa Place to his Miftrefs’s Arms in his own
¢ L{..g. ‘1 his I take to have ﬂx.m Rife to many of thofe
¢ Abfurdities

=

4 the Mafter whom hel
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¢ Abfurdities which are committed over mr Heads ; and,
¢ as I am informed, firft occa ‘.«‘Iltu the three Nuns and
¢ a Hare, which we fee 1u frequently joined together. I
€ Wi hi therefore eftablith certain Rules, for the deter-
¢ mining how far one Tradefman may giwe the Sign of
¢ another, and in what Cafes he may be allowed to quar-
¢ ter it with his own.

IN the third Place, I would enjoin every, ¢ Shop to
¢ make ufe of a Sign which bears fome Affinity to the
¢ Wares in which it deals. W "hat can be more inconfi-
¢ ftent, than to fee a Bawd at the Sign of the Angel,
¢ a Tailor at the Lion? A Cook fhould not live at the
¢ Boot, nor a Shoe-maker at the rofted Pig; and yet
¢ for want of this Regulation, I have feen a Goat fet
¢ up before the Door of a Perfumer, and the Freach
¢ King’s Head at a Sword-Cautler’s.

¢ AN ingenious Foreigner obferves, that feveral of
¢ thofe (}cn’lcnwn who value themfelves upon their Fa-
¢ milies, a 1d overlook h'clx as are bred to Trade, bear the
¢ 'T'ools of their Forefathers 'n their Coats of Arms. I will
¢ not examine how true this is in Faét: But though it
¢ may not be neceffary for Pofterity thus to fet up the
¢ Sign of their Forefathers, I think it highly proper for

¢ thofe who attually Ii(r\n the Il.".dt, to fhew {fome

e

¢ fuch Marks o*' it before their Dnm-
¢« WHEN the N: ume gives a <c fion for an ingeni-

€ ous \3(rn Poft, I would ewife ‘.d\ ife the Owner to !\l] e
¢ that ()~ portunity of letting the World know who he
5. It \-\w.‘.i have been m.‘iculou» for the Ingenious
¢ Mrs. “'.': /mon to have lived at the Sign of the Trout ;
¢ for which Reafon fhe has erefted before her Houfe the
. }‘m* ‘e n* rl Fifh that i» her Name-fake. Mr. Be// has

1 ith felf by a Device of the {fame
nd here, Sir, I '*‘"~L L’w‘ leave to obferve to

Figure of a Bell has given Oc-

$ I\J.lt;u‘C:
€ yau, that this particular F

¢ cafion to feveral Pieces of Wi it in this kind. = A Man of
ey g‘\il}c,xi

¢ your 5{1'.,\'\3::3 muft know, that Abel Drug
great Applaufe by it in the Time of Ben.
ryphal Heathen God is alfo reprefc n ed by this Fi-

¢ gure ; which, in Conjun&tion with the Dr .;‘..:’, makes

- ‘\[})

a very handfom Pifture in feveral of our Streets, As
¢ for the Bell-Savage, which 1s the t-"'n of a Savage
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¢ Man ftanding by a Bell, I was formerly
i\”/ led upon the Conceit of ii, till I a -cid
mnto the readine of an old Romance tranflated
© Fremeh ; \,A.Lh gives an Account of a
Woman who was found in 2 Wildernefs
“ the French la belle R. uvage ; and 1is ever)
“lated by our Countryman the Bell-Savage

* of Philofophy will, T hoy convince _\'71 u we
made Sign-Pofts my \u..n, and u,rhqm' tly qualified
my felf for the Employment which I folicit at your

€ Hands.  But before 1 (hru.\'u my Letter, I muft com-
municate '“n""u-' ?K't‘.‘..ll‘k which I have made

“-upon the ¢ with which I am now entertaming

J
you, namely, that [' can giv

“Humour of the Inhabitant b hat hanes be=
¢ fore his Door. A furly ch , generally
makes choice of 2 Bear ; as Men of milder Difpofitions
frequently live at the I.‘.Al.h Seeing a Punch-Bowl
P ainted u 1pon a Sign near Charing-Crafs, and very curi-

oufly garnifl fhed, with a Cou li“L 0 t \n'w hovering over
at ,md {queezing a Limon into it, I had the Lun fity
‘ to ask after the Mafter of the Hou 1\, and found upon
Inquiry, as I had guefled by the little dyréemens upon
]11~ Sign, that he was a Frenehman. I know, Sir, 1t is
not requifite for me to en ”u;c \101 thefe Hints to a
Al

(Jc"*‘emm of your great Abilities fo humbly rccom-
mending my felf to your I‘ \vour an d Patronage

ay

Irfma.r;.', &ec.

I 1.~:1“ add to the foregoing Letter, another which came
tome b by the fame Peny-P \),t

From my own Apartment near Charing-Crofs.

Honoured Q1'»'

Fi AVING heard that this Nation is a great En-

courager of Ingenuity, I have bmv'mt with n‘

a Rope-Dancer that was Lh;‘?’l t in one of the Wood

‘ Le" nging to the Great 'boou/ He is by Birth a Mm—

¢ key ; but fwings upon a Rope, takes a Pipe of Tobac-

¢ co, .:nd drinks a Glafs of Ale, like any reafonable Crea-

¢ tuse. He gives great Satisfation to the Qua lity ; and:

¢ 3t
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¢ if they will make a Subfcription for him, I will fend
¢ for a Brother of his out of Ho/land that is a very good
¢ Tumbler; and alfo for another of the fame Family
‘ \&Lom I defign for my Merry-Andreaw, as being an
excellent Mimick, and the greateft Droll in the Coun-
¢ try where he now is. I hope to have this Entertain-
* ment in 2 Readinefs for the nctt Winter ; and doubt
¢ not but it will pleafe more than the Opera or Puppet-
* Show. I will not fay that a Monkey is a better Man
¢ than fome of the OPCI"."L Teroes ; but certainly he is »
better L\(l‘l(,.\.lt tive of a Ma an, than the moft .thﬁud
Compofition of Wood and Wire. If you will be pleafed
to give me a good Word in your Paper, you {hall be eve-
ry L\mut a bt)c.xh or at my Show for nuthmg
® Iam, &.’C;‘

1/7;%5‘, A \XBE%
N© 2q. Tuefda), April 3.

-

Sermo lingud concinnus utrague

Suawvior : ut Chio nota fi commifia Falerni eff. Hor.

HERE is nothin g tlmt has more ftartled our Eng~
lifb Audience, than the ltalian Recitativo at its
firft Entrance ujon the Stage. People were \\cn

derfully furprized to hear Generals ﬁnmmr the Word of
Command, and Ladies delivering Mef fages in 1“1 ick.
Our Countrymen could not forb sar lat 1ighing when they
heard a Lover chanting out a Bill let-doux, a ‘.'i even the
Superfcr ‘1 tion of a I""u fet to a Tune. The famous
f\)""“ aeri h ar \" I)'l\ (\f 1‘ Ier @ A Ir a )4{1“' "‘.'.‘.‘.,.rr_u'

Soli s now no longer an Abfurdity ; when it was i:z‘.'
pofiible f.)r a Hero ina Defart, or 2 Princefs in her Ci )

to fpeak any thing unaccompanied with Mufical Imlm-
INCuis

BU T however this Jzalian Method of alting in Reci-
taiiwo might appear at firft hearing, I cannot but think
wch more jult than that which prevailed in our Ezg-
/i/> Opera before this Innovation ; The Tranfition fron
an






