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5 I K 
* " y H E R E is no State of TJre fo Anxious n íhat of 
« A a Man who does iiot líve accorJing to the Dic-
* tates of his own keaibn. I t will feem (xid to jou, 
< when I aíTure you that my Loveof Retiremwit firft of 

a)l brought me to Court; bat this wíll be no Kiddle, 
' when I acquaint you tliat I placed my felf here with a 
' Dcñgn of gcttmg fo much Money as niight enible me 
* to purcliale a handfom Rstreat in the Country. At 
< prelent my Circumitances enable me, and my Dut r 
* prompts me, to pafs av. ay the remaining Part of. m f 
' Life in fuch a Retirement as I at firll propofcd to my 
' feif; but to my great Miifortune I hs»-e ínürely loíl 
' the Rcliíh ofit , and íhould now reiurn to the Country 
' with grcater Rduftance than í ' at lirft carne to Court. 
' I am fo unhappy, as to know that what I am fond of 
' are Trifies, and that what I neglefi is of the greatell 
* Importuno:: In íliort, I find a Conteñ in myownMind 
' ' bctwcen Rcafon and Faíhion. I remember you once 
* told me, tliat I might llvc iti the ^Vorld, and out'of 
* it, at the fjunt time., Lct me bcg of you to ejtplain 
« ihis Paradox more at laige to me, that'l may confonü 
* my Life, if poíTible, both to my Duty and my I n t ^ 
' nailon. I am 

7iu}- mop kunhU ^irtetuíy. 

R tt. B.. 

Ñ*^ 2 8 . Monda\\ April 2. ¥' i 

Ñeque femptr arcutn 
lendit JpoUo. Ilor. 

Shall here prefent my Reader with a Lctter from a 
i'rcj' ñor, concerning a ncw Oíike w líich he think» 

' ry much contribute to the EmbelHíhment of 
tíic • -K/, U » Uiedrivlng Barbarity out of our Strects. 

I 
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I confiiler it is a Satyr upon Projeñors in general, and 
fclively Piñure of the whole Art of Modern Critkifm. 

S I R, 
• /-NBferving that you liave Thoughts of creating 
» V ^ certfún Officcrs undcr vou, for the Infpcftion of 
• fevcral pctry Enormíties which you your le!f cannct 
• attend to; and finding daily Abfurdities hung out upen 
' the Sign-PcUs of this City, to the great tícandal cf 
^ Poreigners, as well as thofe cf ouv own Country, who 
• are curious Speftators of the fame: I do humbly pro-
• pofo, t h a t you would be plcifctUomake me your Supe:-
• intendnnt.cf alí fuch Figares and Devices as are or (hall 
« be made ufe of on this Occafion ; with fiill Powers to 
« reñify or expunge whatever I íhall find irregular or 
, ¿efcaive. For want of fuch an Oificcr, there is no-
. thing like found Literature and good Senfe to be n\et 
» with in thofe Objeft?, that are every where thruftmg 
• themfelves out to the Eye, and endeavouring to become 

vifi^e Our Streets are filleíl with blue Boars, Kack 
• Swans, and red Lions; not to mention fíying Pigs, and 
« Hocs in Armour, with many other Creatures more ex-
• tr.wrdin.iry than anv in the Üefarts of Jfrick. Strange f 
' that one who has ail the Birds and Beails In Nature to 

choofe out of, íhould live at the Sign ofan Efis Rationis f 
• MY firft Task therefbre Ihould be, like that of litr-

• cuUs, to clear the City from Monlltrs. In the fccond 
• Place I would forbid, that Creatures oí jarring and 
« congruous Naturee íhould be joined together ia tlie 
« fame Sign; fuch as the Bell and the Neats-'l oiigue, tlie 
' Doe and the Gridiron. The Fox and Gcofe may be fup-
• p o & to havc met, but what has the Fox and the Se-
' venStarstodotogetlier? And when did the Lambaml 
• Dolphin ever meet, except upon a Sign-PüJl ? As for 
« the Cat and Fiddle, there is a Conccit ni i t ; í.nd tlicrc-
« ibre I do nnt intend that any thing I havcher^fuii 
« Íhould aftéa it. I muft however obicrve to you upo;j 
' this Subjeñ, that it is ufiud for a young'] ra>.lelinan, 
• at his iirft fetting up, to add to his own Sign that of 
« the Maíler whcm he ferved;. as the Hu.^band after Mar-
« riaee eives a Place to his Miftrefs's Arms in his own 
• Coa:! Thisl taketohavegivcn Rife to many of thofe 

* Abfurdiüea 
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« Abfurditics which are committed over our Heads; and, 
• as I am infbrmcd, firft occafioned the three Nuns and 
• a Haré, which wc fee fo frcquently joincil togcther. I 
• would therefore eílabüíh certaiii Rules, for the deter-
• minhig how far one Tradefman muy gi've the Sign of 
' another, and in what Cafes he may be allowcd to quar-
' ter it with his own. 

* I N the third Place, I would enjoin every. Shop to 
' make ufe of a Sign which bears lome AfHnity to the 
• Wares in whích it deals. What can be more inconfi-
' ftent, than to fee a Bawd at the Sign of the Angel, or 
• a Tailor at the Líen ? A Cook Ihould not live at the 
' Boot, ñor a Shoe-maker at the rofted Pig j and yet 
' for want of this Rcgulation, I have feen a Goat fet 
' up before the Door of a Perfumer, and the French 
' Jüng's Head at a Sword-Cutler*s, 

* A N ingenious Foreígner obferves, that feveral of 
' thofe Gentlemen who v í u e themfelves upon their Fa-
' núlies, and overlook fuch as are bred to Trade, bear the 
' ToolsoftheirForefethersin their CoatsofArms. I w i l l 
• not examine how true tliis is in Faél: But though it 
' may not be neceflary for Pofterity thus to fet up th«-

Sign of their Forefathers, I think it highly proper for 
thofe who aftually profefs the Trade, to íhew fome 
fuch Marks of it before their Doors. 
* W H E N the Ñame gives an Occafion for an ingeni-

ous Sign-Poft, I would likewife advife the Owner to take 
that Opportunity of letting the World know who he 
is. I t would have been ridiculous for the Ingenious 
Mrs. Salmón to have lived at the Sign of the Trout i 
for which Reafon íhe has ereéled before her Houfe the 
Figure of the Fiíh that is her Name-fake. Mr. JíZ/has 
likewife díftinguiíhed himfclf by a Device of the fame 
Nature: And here, Sir, I muft beg leave to obferve to 
you, that this particular Figure of a Bell has given Oc-
cafion to feveral Picces of Wit in this kind. A Man cf 
your Reading muft know, that Jbel Drugger gained 
great Applauie by it in the Time of Ben, yohnfon. Our 
Apocryphal Heathen God is alfo reprefented by this Fi-
gure ; whích, in Conjunñion with the Dragón, makcs 
a very handfom Pifture in feveral of our Streets. As 
for Beli-Savage, which is the Sign of a Savage 

* Mim' 
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Mnn ftrtnding byaBell , I was formerly verymocí» 
puzzled irpon thc Conceit of it, till I accideiitally fell 
into the rcacling of an oíd Romance traníLated out of the 
Ffttich; w h i ^ gives an Account of a very bfaatifiil 
Woman who was fbund in a Wildcmcfs, and is called ¡n 
the French la htlle Sawvage; and is every whcre tranf-
lated by our Countrj'man the Bcll-Savage. TT\Í5 Piece 
of Philofophy will, I hope, convince you that I have 
made Sign-Pofts my Stutíy, and confequently qualified 
my felf for th- Employment which I folicit at your 
Hnnds. Butbcfere I conclade my l^tter, I muíl com-
manicite to you another Rcmark which I have made 
upon the Subjcft with which I am now entei taining 
you, namely, rhat í can givo'a íhrewd Guefe at the. 
HirníOirr of the Inhabitant Ity the S^n that hangs be-
fore his Door. A furly choíerick Fcllow, ^encidly 
malees choice of a Bear; as Mcn of milder Dilpcfitions 
frequently live at the Lamb. Seeing a Punch-Bowl 
painted upon a Sign near Cbaring-Crojíy and very curl-
ouíly garniíhed, with a Coupleof Angels hovering over 
it and fiqueezing a Limen into it, I nad the Curiofity 
to ask after the Mafter of the Houfe, and found upon 
Inquiry, as I had giiefled by the little Jgríement upon 
his-Sign, that he was a Frenchman. I know, Sír, it is 
not rcquifite fbr me to enlarde upon thefe Hints to a 
Gentleman of your grcat Abilities; fo humbly rccom-
mendíng my felf to your Farour and Patronage, 

Iremain, &c. 

I Ihall add to the fbregoing Lettcr, another which carne 
to me by the fame Peny-Polt. 

Trom my vwn Afartmtnt near Charing-Croy}. 

Honoured Sir, 

HA V I N G heard that this Nation is a grwt En-
courager of Ingenuify, I have brought with me 

a Rope-Dancer that was caught in oneof the Woods 
belonging to the Gnat Mogu/. He is by Birth a Mon- ' 
key ; but fwings upon a Rope, takes a Pipe oí Tobac-
co, and drinks a Glafs of Ale, like any reafonable Crea-
tute. He gives grcat Satk-feftion. to the Quality ; and^ 

t < 

c 
« 

< -

e 

« 

t 
t 
€ 
* 

( 

( 
< 

( 

( 
< 

< 
< 

( 

( 
< 

t 

t 

t 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



1 1 4 ^ B E S P E C T A T O R . 

< 
« 

t 
t 
i 
( 
• 

I 
( 

• 

( 

t 
( 

c 

jf they \v¡ll make a Subfcriptíon for him, 1 will fentí 
for a Brother of his out of Hollaná that is a vcry good 
Tumbler; and alfo for another of the íame Family 
whom I defign for my Merry-Andre^v, as being an 
excellent Mimick, and the greateft Droll in thc Coun-
try whcrc he now is. I hope to have this Entertain-
ment in a Readinefs for tlie next Winter i and doubt 
not but it will pleafe more than the Opera or Puppet-
Show. I will not fay that a Moiikey is a better M m 
than fome of tlie Opera-Heroes ; .but certainly he is a 
better Repreicntitive of a Man, than the moñ artificial 
Compofition of Wood and V/ire. If you will be pleaied 
to give me a good Word in your Paper, you íhall be eve-
ry í^ight a Speílator at my Show for nothing. 

lam, SíGt 

N^ 29. Tuefday^ Aprtl 3. 

Sermo ¡inguá cotícinnus utráque 
Suavior : ut Chio nota Ji commijia Falcrnt efi. Hw. 

TH E R E is nodiing that has more ftartled our Ei t^ 
lijh Audience, than the Itatian Recitativo at its 
firft Entrance upen the Stage. Pcople were won-

derfully furprized to hear Generáis finging the Word of 
Ccmmand, and Ladies delivering Meila^es in Mafick. 
Our Countr)'men could not forbcar lauglung when they 
heard a Lover chanting out a Eillet-doux, and ev n thc 
Superfcription of a Lstter fet to a Tune. Thc famoas 
Blundier in nn- oíd Phy of Enter a Kiag and t-xcí Fidkrs 
fclus, was now nolongcran Abfurdtty 5 whe)i it was im-
poíTible for a H' ro in a Defart, or a Princefs in her Clyftr, 
to fpeak any thing unaccompanied with Mufical Inílru-» 
inciits. 

B U T however this hallan Method of a£üng in Ktci-
tíiilvo might appear at firll hearing, I cannot out think 
it miich more jult than that which pra'ailed in our ^ng-
tijh Opera bcforc this Innovation,: l"he Tranfition froni 

an 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid




