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Si, Mimmuermus uti cenfet, fine amore Focipue
n ©F y . ° p‘ﬁ " b
Nil Eff Jacunaum ; vivas in amore fuc‘x_/;.zc’. Hor.

N E common Calamity makes Men extremely af-

fe& each other, tho' they differ in every other

Particular. The Paflion of Love is the moft ge-
neral Concern among Men; and I am glad to hear by
my laft Advices from Oxford, that there are a Set of
Sighers in that Univerfity, who have erected themf{elves
into a Society in Honour of that tender Paffion. Theie
Gentlemen are of that Sort of Inamorato’s, who are not
fo very much loft to common Senfe, but that they under-
fiand the Folly they are guilty of ; and for that Reafon
feparate themfelves from all other Company, becaufe they
will enjoy the Pleafure of talking incoherently, without
being ridiculous to any but each other. When a Man
comes into the Club, he is not obliged to make any In-
troduétion to his Difcourfe, but at once, as he is {eating
himfelf in his Chair, fpeaks in the Thread of his own
Thoughts, ¢ She gave me a very ob'iging Glance, She
¢ never looked fo well in her Life, as this Evening ;’ or
the like Reflexion, without Regard toany other Member
of the Society : for in this Aiflembly they do not meet
to talk to each other, but every Man claims the full Li-
berty of talking to himfelf. Inftead of Snuff-boxes and
Canes, which are ufual Helps to difcourfe with other
young Fellows, thefe have each fome Piece of Ribbon,
a broken Fan, or an old Girdle, which they play with
while they talk of the fair Perfon remembered by each

refpetive Token. According to the Reprefentation of

the Matter from my Letters, the Company appear like
y Letters, the y 2}
fo many Players rebearfing behind the Scenes ; one is
. ° ¢ ¥ . . = . . . . -
fighing and lamenting his Deftiny in befeeching Terms,
another
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another declaring he will break his Chain, and another
in dumb-Show itriving to exprefs his Paflion by his Ge-
fture. It is very ordinary in the Affembly for one of a
fudden to rife and make a Difcourfe concerning his
Paffion in general, and defcribe the Temper of his Mind ik

f fuch a Manner, as that the whole Company fhall join in

the Defcription, and feel the Force of it. In this Café,
if any Man has declared the Violence of his Flame in
more, pathetick Terms, he is made Prefident for that
Night, out of refpe¢t to his fuperior Paffion.

W E had fome Years ago in this Town a Set of Peo-
ple who met and drefled like Lovers, and were diftin-
guifhed by the Name of the Fringe-Glowe Club; but
%lcy were Perfons of fuch moderate Intellefls, even
before they were impaired by their Paflion, that their
Irregularities could not furnith fufficient Variety of
Folly to afford daily new Impertinencies ; by which
Means that Inftitution dropped. Thefe Fellows could
exprefs their Paflion in nothing but their Drefs; but
the Oxonians are phantaftical now they are Lovers, in
proportion to their Learning .and Underftanding before
they became fuch. 'The Thoughts of the ancient Poets
on this agreeable Phrenzy, are tranflated in honour of
fome modern Beauty ; and Chloris is won To-day, by
the fame Compliment that was made to Lesbia a thou-
fand Years ago. But as far as I can learn, the Pa-
tron of the Club is the renowned Don Quixote. The
Adventures of that gentle Knight are frequently men-
tioned in the Society, under the Colour of laughing at
the Paflion and themfelves : But at the fame Time,
tho' they are fenfible of the Extravagances of that un-
happy Warrior, they do not obferve, that to turn all
the Reading of the beft and wifeft Writings into Rhap-
fodies of Love, is a Phrenzy no lefs diverting than that
of the aforefaid accomplithed Spaniard. A Gentleman
who, I hope, will continue his Correfpondence, is late;
ly admitted into the Fraternity, and fent me the fol-
lowing Letter.

S IR,

¢ S INCE I find you take notice of Clubs, I beg
Leave to give you an Account of one in Oxford,
‘ which
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which you have no where mentioned, and perhaps ne-
ver heard of. Wed 1.“11‘31,:11}1 our u ves by the Title
¢ of the Amorous Club, are all Votaries of Cupid, and

¢« Admirers of the Fair Sv.\'. The Reafon that we are
¢ {olittle known in the World, is the Secrecy which we
¢ are obliged to | ive under in the Univerfity. Our (

¢ flitution runs counter to that of the Place wherein we
¢ live: For in Love there are no Doftors, and we all

¢ profefs fo high Paflion, that we admit of no Graduates
¢ in it.  Our Prefidentfhip is beftowed ;1&(\.".31;:.: to the

¢ Dignity of Paflion; our Number is unlinti:ul ;. and our
¢« Statutes are like thofe of the Druids, recorded in our
“ own Breafts only, and explained by the Majonty of
“ the Company. A Miftre(s, and a Poem in her Praife,
« will introduce any Candidate : \\mmu[ the latter no
“ one can be admitted ; for he rir it is not in Love enough
‘ to rhyme, 1s umlw.'n ed for our Society. To fpeak dif-
s |

refpectfully of ar w Woman 1is | Lm.mu from our gen-
¢ tle Society. As we are at prefent all of us Gown-men,
inftead of JL‘cl.‘i:'.:r_ when we are Rivals, we drink to-
oether the Health of our Miftrefs. The Manner of do-

* ing this fometimes indeed creates Debates; on fuch
« Occafions we have Recourfe to the Rules of Love
4

among the Ancients.

: ~ . o . :

Nawia fex Cyathis, feptem Tuftina bibatur.

™ This Methad of a (,"'1{1 to every Letter of her Name,
+ ‘occafioned the other Nighta l,mntrc of fome Warmth.

¢ A young Student, who is in Love with Mrs. Elizabeth
« Dimple, was fo unreafonable as to begin her Health un-

« der the Name of Elizabetha 3 which {o exafperated the

¢ Club, that by common Confent we retrenched it to

« Betty. We look upon a Man as no Company, that doc

¢ not fich five times in a Quarter of an Het r; and look
¢ unon a Member as very abfurd, that is fo much him-
< {elf as to make a due@® Aniwer to a Que flion. In
¢ fine. the whole Aflembly is made up of abfent Men,
¢ that is, of {fuch Peric h: loft their Locality, and
g Minds and Bodies never keep Company with one
¢ another. As I am an unfortunate Member of this di-
¢ tracted Society, youcannot expet a very regular Ac-

¢ count
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¢ count of it; for which

Reafon,

] ll\)}‘

¢ don me that I fo abruptly fubfcribe

my
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: you will par-

) |
r felf,

¢ .far

$:2 R

I forgot to tell you, that #/bina, who has fix Vo-

ies in this Club, is one of your Readers
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Thurfday, April .

Sit mibi fas audita loqui ? ———— Vir

my ‘-("’14-“ above half an Hour with over-hearing

,

he Difcourfe of one, who, by the bbinef; his

U‘.:n , the ! xtravagance of his Conceptions, and the

Hurry of his Speech, I difcovered to | ~ that Species

who are generally diftinguithed by the Title of Pro-
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