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N*̂  30. Wednefday, April 4. 

5/, Mimnermus uti cr»fet,fme cmore Jocjfque 
mi ejl Jucundum j vi'vas in amore Joci/que. Hor. 

OK E common Calamity makes Men extrcmdy af-
fea encli other, tho' they difter jn cvery othcr 
Particular. The PaíTion of Love is the moft ge-

neral Concern among Men ; and I am glad to h » r by 
my laft Advices from Oxford-, that theie are a Set of 
Sighers in that Univerfity, who have ereded themfelves 
into a Society in Honour of that tender Paffion. TJiefe 
Gentlemen are of that Sort of Inamorato's, who are not 
fo very much loft to common Senfe, but that they undcr-
ftand the Folly they are guilty of; and for that Reafon 
Icparate themfelves from a!l other Company, becaufe they 
wm enjoy the Pleafure of taiking inco lerently, withoat 
being ridiculous to any but each other. Whcn a Man 
comes into the Club, he is not obüged to make any la-
troduíÜon to his Difcourfe, but at once, as he is feating 
himfelf in his Chair, fpeaks in the Thread of his own 
Thoughts, ' She gave me a very obüging Glance, She 
« never looked fo well in her Life, as this Evening;' or 
the like Reflexión, without Rc^rd toany other Member 
of the Society : for in tLis Aílembly tíiey do not meet 
to talk to each other, but every Man claims the fiill Li-
berty of taiking to himfelf Inftead of Snuff-boxes and 
Canes, which are ufual Helps to difcourfe with other 
young Fellows, thefe havc each fome Piece of Ribbon, 
a broken Fan, or an oíd Girdle, which they play widi 
while they talk of the feir Perfon remembered by e¿ch 
reCpeélive Token. AccorJing to the Reprefentation of 
the Matter from my Lettcrs, the Company appcar likc 
fo many Players rehearfing bchind the Scenes; one is 
fighing and lamenting hÍ3 Ceftiny in befceching Terms, 

• ® another 
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tnother dcclaríng he will bréale his Chain, and another 
in dumb-Show itriving to exprefs his Pafiion by his Ge-
ílus-c. I t is very ordinary in tlie AíTembly tbr one of a 
fudden to rife and malíe a Difcourfe conccming h?s 
PaíTion in general, and defcribe theTemper of hís Mind ih 

' fuch a Manner, as that thc whole Company íhall join in 
the Dcfcriptíon, and feel the Forcé of it. In íhis Caíe, 
if any Man has dec!ared the Violence of his Fíame in 
more, pathetick Terms, he is made Prefident for thaC 
Kight, out of refpeA to his fuperior Paflton. 

W E had fome Years ago in this Town a Set of Peo-
pie who met and dreffed like Lpvers, and were diñin-
fiuiílied by the Ñame of the Fringe-GJove C/u& but 
mey were Perfons of fuch moderate ínteÜeds, eveti 
Jiefore they were impaired by tlieir Paílion, that their 
Irregularities could not furniíh fufficient Variety of 
Folly to aftbrd daily new Impertinencies ; by which 
Means that Inilitution d r o p f ^ . 'íhefe FcUows could 
exprefs their Palüon in nothing but their Drcfs; but 
thc Oxonians are phantaíücal now they are Lovers, in 
proportion to their Learning .and Underñanding before 
thc)' becime fuch. The Thoughts of the ancient Poets 
on this agrceable Phrenzy, are tranllated in honour of 
fome modern Beauty j and Cbloris is won To-day, by 
the fame Conipliment that was made to Letbia a thou-
fand Years ago. But as fer as I can leam, the Pa-
trón of the Club is the renowned Don ^ i x o t e . I h e 
Adventures of that gentle Knight are frequently mcn-
tioncd ín the Society, under the Colour of laughing xt 
the Paflion and therófelves: But at the Ikme Time, 
tho' they are fenfible of the Extravagances of that un-
happy Warrior, they do not obferve, that to turn all 
the ¿eading of the beft and wifeft Writings into Rhap» 
fodies of Love, is a Phrenzy no lefs diverting thaji that 
of the aforeíaid accompliíhed Spaniard. A Gentlemaa 
who, I hope, will continué his Correfpondtnce, is latcr 
ly admitted into thc Fratcmity, and fent me thc foí-
iowing Letter. 

S I R, 
• C I N C E I find you take notícc of Clubs, I 
* ^ J-eave to give you an Account oí one in Oxforc 

* whi«* 
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which you have QO where mentioned, and perhaps nc-
ver hcard of. We diftinguifti our fdvcs by the Titlc 
of the Jmorous Club, are all Votaries of Cupid, and 
Adm¡!-crs of the Fair Sex. The Reafon that we are 
fo little known in the World, is the Secrecy Avhich wc 
are obligcd to Itve under in the Univerfity. Our Con-
ftitution runs counter to that of the Place wherein we 
livc: Por in Love there are no Doftors, and we all 
profefs fo high Paflion, that we admit of no Graduates 
in it. Our Prefidcntíhip is bellowed according to the 
Dignity ofPaffion; our Number is unliinitedi and our 
Statutes are líke thqfe of the Druids, rccorded ín our 
own Breafts only, and explained by the Majority of 
the Company. A Miftreís, and a Foem in her Praife, 
will introduce any Candidate : Without the latter no 
one can be admitted; for he that is not in Love enou^h 
to rhyme, is unqualificd for our Society. To fpeak dif-
refpe&fully of any Woman is Expulfion from oiu- gen-
tío Society. As we are at prefent all of us Gown-men, 
ináead of duelling when we are Rivals, we drink to-
gethcr the Health of our Miílreís. The Manner of do-
ing this fometimes indeed crcates Ddutes } on fuch 
Occafions we have Recouríé to the Rul« of Love 
among the Ancients. 

Na'via ftx Cyathist feptem Jufltna bihatur. 

This Method of a Glafs to every I-ettcr of her Ñame, i 
•occaüoned the other Ni^ht a Difpute of fome Warmth. 
A yourg Student, who is ¡n Love with Mrs. Eliaabetb 
Dimple, was fo unrcafonable as to begin her Health un-
der the Ñame of EUxahtha ; which ib exafperated the 
Club, tliat by common Confent we retrenchcd it to 
Betty. We look upon a Man as no Cwnpiny, that docs 
not iíigh five times in a Quarter of an Hour j and look i 
upon a Member as veryablurd, d\at is fo much him- 5 
felfas to make a diieft Anfwr to a Qucílion. In 
fine, the whole AiTcmbly ís made up of abfetit Men, 
that is, of fuch Perfons as have loft thcir Locality, and 
whofeMinds and Bodies never kecp Company with one 

another. As I am an unfortunate Memtér of this dif- , 
traftcd Society, you cannot expeél a very regular Ac-
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' count of it j for which Reafon, I hope yoa vvill par-

* don me that I fo abruptly fubfcribe my felf, 

S I R, 

Tgur mf)J{ obidient 

humble Servant, 
T. B. 

* I forgot to tell you, that Albina^ who has fix Vo-
* taries in this Club, is one of your Readers. 

31. Thurfday, April 5. 

Bu mihi fas audittt loqui ? • Vírg. 

L A S T Night, upon my going into a Coffee-houfe 
^ not fár from the Hay-Market Theatre, I diverted 

my felf for above half an Hour with over-hearing 
the Dilcourfe of one, who, by the Shabbinefs of his 
Drefs, the Extravagance of his Conceptions, and the 
Hurry of his Speech, I difcovered to be of that Species 
who are cenerally dilHnguiíhed by the Title of Pro-
jcftors. This Gentleman, for I found he was treated as 
fuch by his Audíence, was entertaining a whole Tableof 
Lillners with the Projeft of an Opera, which he told us 
had not coft him above two or threeMorningsin theCon-
trivance, and which he was ready to put in Execution, 
provided he might find his Account in it. He faid, 
that he had oblervcd the great Trouble and Inconve-
nicnce which Ladles were at, in travelling up and 
down to the re\'eral Shows tliat are exhibited in different 
Quartcrs of the Town. The dancing Monkies are in one 
Place; the Puppet-fhow irv another; the Opera in a 
third ; not to mention the Lions, that are almoft a whole 
Day's Journey from the Politc}- Part of the Town. By 
this means People of Figure ?re forced to lofe half the 
\\'¡nter aftcr thcir conüng to Town, bcfore they havc 
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