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' count of it j for which Reafon, I hope yoa vvill par-

* don me that I fo abruptly fubfcribe my felf, 

S I R, 

Tgur mf)J{ obidient 

humble Servant, 
T. B. 

* I forgot to tell you, that Albina^ who has fix Vo-
* taries in this Club, is one of your Readers. 

31. Thurfday, April 5. 

Bu mihi fas audittt loqui ? • Vírg. 

L A S T Night, upon my going into a Coffee-houfe 
^ not fár from the Hay-Market Theatre, I diverted 

my felf for above half an Hour with over-hearing 
the Dilcourfe of one, who, by the Shabbinefs of his 
Drefs, the Extravagance of his Conceptions, and the 
Hurry of his Speech, I difcovered to be of that Species 
who are cenerally dilHnguiíhed by the Title of Pro-
jcftors. This Gentleman, for I found he was treated as 
fuch by his Audíence, was entertaining a whole Tableof 
Lillners with the Projeft of an Opera, which he told us 
had not coft him above two or threeMorningsin theCon-
trivance, and which he was ready to put in Execution, 
provided he might find his Account in it. He faid, 
that he had oblervcd the great Trouble and Inconve-
nicnce which Ladles were at, in travelling up and 
down to the re\'eral Shows tliat are exhibited in different 
Quartcrs of the Town. The dancing Monkies are in one 
Place; the Puppet-fhow irv another; the Opera in a 
third ; not to mention the Lions, that are almoft a whole 
Day's Journey from the Politc}- Part of the Town. By 
this means People of Figure ?re forced to lofe half the 
\\'¡nter aftcr thcir conüng to Town, bcfore they havc 

\ 0L. I. F ftea 
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1 2 2 The S P E C T A T O R . 
feen all the ftrange Sighta aboutit. In order to remedy 
i S s great Inconvenilnce, our P - J ^ ^ ^ ^ . ^ f j ^ 
S s Pocket the Scheme of an Opera, En itled, n e S x -
tdithn . /Akxander the Great; m which he had dtf-
S d all the remarkabk Shows about Town among 
íheScenesand Decorations of his Piece. TheThought 
heconfeíTed. was not originally his own but that he 
Kad taken he Hint of ic from feveral Performances 
w h i c h he had f « n upon ourStage: in one of whifh 
^p re was a Rarv-Show ; in another, a Ladder-Daní^c ; 
I t d in o the^ a'Pofture-Man, a Moving-Piflure, with 
manv Curiofities of the Hke Nature. , 

T H I S Expedition of Mexander opens with his con* 
fulting theOrucleat / ; í / / i^í , m which the dumb Con-
ju er" who has been vifiteá by fo many Perfonsof Qunhty 
of late Year., is to be intvoduced as telling him his For-
tune: At the famt time r e p r ^ " ^ 
in another Córner of the Temple, as nnging the Bells of 
Vhhos, for joy of his Airival. TheTcut of Dar:us l y o 
be Peopled bv the Ingenious Mrs. Salmón, where Ale-
^ . S s l o in Lovc wiUi a Piece ofWax-work, that 
íeprefents thebeautiful W h e n ^ ^ ^ j r c o m e s 
i í w that Country, in which S>uintus Curt.us f h us the 
D o g s wcrefoexcLding fierce that they would not lofc 
their Hold. tho' they were cut to pieces Limb by Umb. 
and that they would hang upon their Prey by their Tccth 
when the rhad nothing but a Mouth eft, the re^ to be a 
IccZ yHoMy íh ibeHole, in which is to ^ reyrt-
fentcd all the Diverfions of that Place, the Bull-baiting 
only exccptcd, which cannot polTjbly be exhib.tcd m the 
T h L r e . by reafon of the Lownefs of the Roof. The fe-
re ra íwóois in Afia, which 
to pafs through, will give the Audience a Sigh of Mon-
k i ¿ d a n c i n g upon Ropes, with manyother Pleafantnes 
of that lulici ous Species. At the fame time, if there 
chance to be anyStSnge Animáis in Town whether 
M s or Bealh, they may. be either let loofe among 
L w o o d s , or driven acrofs the Stage byfome of thc 
¿ u n t r y péople of Ajla. In the lall great Batt e, P.n-
i ^ t h n J h toVerfonate King upon an Elephan , 
and is to be eícountered by Po^fH, reprefentmg AU-
^ander the Great. upon a Dromedary, which nevcrthe-
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Jcfs Mr. PrnutHii defired to cali by the Ñame of Bucepha-
lus. Upon thc Clofe of this great decifive Battle, whea 
the two Kings are thoroughly recondled, to íhew the 
mutual Friendftiip and good Coi refpondence that reigns 
between them, they both of them go together to a Pup-
pet-Show,in which the ingeniousMr, PtnuellyJ untar txcidiy 
have an Opportuníty of difplaying his whoJe Art ofMa«» 
chinery, for the Diverfíon of the two Monarchs. Some 
at the Table urged, that a Puppet-Show was not a fuita-
ble Entertainment for Alexander the Great j and that ic 
jnight be introduced more properly, if we fuppofe the 
Conqueror touched upon that Part of India which ís 
faid to be Inhabited by the Pigmies. But this Objeñion 
was looked upon as frivolous, and the Propofal imme-
diately over-ruled. Our Projeílor further added, that 
after the Reconcíliation of thefe two Kings they might 
invite one another to Dinner, and either of them enter-
tain his Gueft with the Germán Artift, Mr. Pinkethman'% 
Heatlicn Gods, or any of the like Diverílons, which 
íhall then chance to be in vogue. 

T H I S Projeft was received with very great Applaufe 
by the whole Table. Upon which the Undertaker toid 
US, that he had not yet communicated to us above half his 
Defign ; for that Alexander being a Greek, it was his In-
tention that the whole Opera fhould beañed in that Lan-
guage, which was a Tongue he was fure would wonder-
lully pleafe the Ladies, efpecially when it was a littie 
raifed and rounded by the lonick Dialeél; and could not 
but be acceptable to the whole Audience, becaufe there 
are fewer of them who underíland Greei than Italian. 
The only Difficulty that remained, was how to get Per-
formers, unlefs we could perfuade fome Gentlemen of 
the Univerfities to learn to Sing, in order to qualify 
themfelves for ihe Stage; but this Objeftíon foon va-
niflied, when the Projeflor informed us that the Greeks 
were at prefent the only Muficians in the Turkijh Empire, 
?.nd that it would be very eafy for our Faftory at S/r^rna 
to furniíh us every Year with a Colony of Muílcians, by 
the Opporcunity of the Turkey Flcct; befides, fays he, 
if we want any fmgle Voice for any lowcr Part in thc 
0}>era, Lanxrcnce can learn to fpeák Grcekj as well as 
hcdocs Italian^ in aFortnight's time. 

F 2 T H E 
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T H E Projeñor having thus fettled Matters, to the 
good liking of all th.it heard hím, he left his Seat at the 
Table, and planted himfelf before the Fire, where í had 
unluckily taken my Stand for the Convenience of over-
heaving what he faíd. Whether he had obferved me to 
be more attentive than ordinary, I cannot tell, but he 
had not ftood by me above a quarter of a Minute, but he 
turned íhort upen me on a fudden, and catching me by a 
Button of my Coat, attacked me very abruptly after the 
followin^ manner : Befides, Sir, I have heard of a very 
extraordmary Cenias for Mufick that lives in Siviixer-
land, whohasfoftrongaSpringin hís Fingers, that he can 
makc the Boai d of an Organ found like a Drum, and if I 
could but procure a Subfcription of about Ten thoufand 
Found every Winter, I would undertake to fetch him 
over, and oblige him by Articles to fet every thing that 
•fhouldbe fungupon the "EngUJh Stage. After thishe look-
cd full in my Face, expeñing I would make an Anfwer; 
when by good Luck, a Gentleman that had entered the 
CofFee-houfe fince the Projeétor applied himfelf to me, 
hearing him talk of his Sif//} Compofitions, cry'd out 
with a Kind of Laugh, Is our Mufick then to receive far-
ther Jmprovements from S'witzerland! This alarmed the 
Frojeftor, who immediately Ict go my Batton, and turned 
about to anfwer him. I took the Opportunity-of the 
Diverfion, which feemed to be made in favour of me, 
and byin^ down my Peny upon the Bar, retired with 
fome Piecipitation. C 

N JO Fridayy April 6. 

Kil illi lar'vá aut tragicis cfu: e f f t Cothurnis. Hor. 

TH E late Difcourfe concerning the Statutes of the 
Ugly Club, having been fo welTreceived at Oxford^ 
that, contrary to the ftriét Rules of the Society, 

they have been fo partial as to take my own Teílimonial, 
and admit me ínto that Body ; i coaid not reílrain 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid




