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Friend of mine has two Daughters, whom I will

call Lztitia and Dﬂ/u £3 Ihc Former is one ui'

the greateft Beauties of the Age in which fhe live
the Latter no way remarkable for any Charms in ]x.
Perfon. Upon this one Circumftance of their Outward
Form, the Good and Il of their I i"l' {eems to turn. L=
titia has not, from her very Childhood, heard an y t!‘m,‘
elfe but Commendations of I\(.‘ Jx tures and Complexion,
by which means fhe i no other than Nature l.l.tJ ]w:,
a very beautiful Out-fide. The Confcioufnefs of her
(m'ms has rendered her in fupportably Vain and Info-
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confolate. Daphne has a Countenance that appears chear-
ful, open, and unconcerned. A Young Gentleman faw
Letitia this Winter at a Play, and became her Captive.
His Portune was fuch, that he wanted very little Intro-
duétion to fpeak his Sentiments to her Father. The
T.over was admitted with the utmoft Freedom into the
Family, where a conftrained Behaviour, fevere Looks
and diftant Civilities, were the higheft Favours he could
obtain of Leztitia; while Daphne ufed him with the
Good-humour, Familiarity, and Innocence of a Sifter :
Infomuch that he would often fay to her, Dear Daphne,
wwert thou but as Handfom as Leztitia ? = She received
fuch language with that ingenuous and pleafing Mirth,
which is natural to a Woman without Defign. He ftill
figh’d in vain for Letitia, but found certain Relief in the
agreeable Converfation of Daphue.- At length, heartily
tired with the haughty Impertinence of Lztitia, and
charmed with repeated Inftances of Good-humour he had
obferved in Daphne, he one Day told the latter, that he
had fomething to fay to her he hoped fhe would be
pleafed with Faith, Daphne, continued he, I am in
Love awith thee, and defpife thy Sifier fincerely. The
manner of his declaring himfelf gave his Miftrefs Occa-
fion for a very hearty Laughter. Nay, fays he, 1
knew you <would laugh at me, but Pl ask your Father. He
did {o; the Father reccived his Intelligence with no lefs
Joy than Surprife, and was very glad he had now no
Care left but for his Beaxty, which he thought he could
carry to Market at his Leifure. I do not know any thing
that has pleafed me fo much a great while, as this Con-
juelt of my Friend Daphbne’s. All her Acquaintance
congratulate her upon her Ch ince-medley, and laugh at
that premeditating Murderer her Sifter. ~ As it is an Ar-
gument of a light Mind, to think the worfe of our felves
for the Imperfections of our Perfons, it is equally below
us to value our felves upon the Advantages of them. The
Female World feem to be almoft incorrigibly gone aftray
in this Particular ; for which Reafon, I fhall recommend
the following Extra&t out of a Friend’s Letter to the
Profef:’d Beaaties, who are a People almoft as unfuffera-
ble as the Profefs’d Wits,
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1V 4 of hi 1ys with aflirming ; that the laft Sighs
of a handfom Woman are not .’i) much for the J,';.",. of
her Life as of her Lcam} Perhaps this Raillery is pur-
fued too far, yet it l\ttl]n(d v} on a very (b\,m Re-
mark, that Woman®s ft: ngcﬂ Paflion is for her own
Beauty, and that fhe values it as her favourite Diftinc-
tion. From hence it is that all Arts, which prctcnd
to improve or preferve it, meet with fo general a Re-
ception among the Sex. To fay nothing of many falf
Helps, and Contraband Wares of Beauty, w hich are
daily vended in this great Mart, there is not a Maiden
Gentlewoman, of a good Family in any County of
South-Britain, who has not heard of the Virtues of
May-dew, or is unfurnifhed with fome Receipt or other
in Favour of her Com plexion ; and I have known a Phy-
fician of Learning and Senfe, after elght Years Study
in the Univerfity, and a Courfe of Travels into mofk
Countriesin Exrope, owe the firft raifing of his Fortunes
to a Cofmetick Wath.

THIS has given me Occafion to confider how fo
uni\'crﬁ a ])iirﬂoﬁti"n in Womankind, which {prings
from a laudable Motive, the Defire of Pleafing, and
proceeds upon an Opinion, not altogether grou indlefs,
that Nature m1) be helped Iw \rr may be turned to

their Advantage. An ’;, methinks, it would be an ac-
ceptable “u\uw to take them out of the Hands of
Quacks and Plcsr de¢ and to prevent their impofing
upon themfelve l\ di w\ ering to them the true be-

cret and Art of improving Ft“"‘-' V.
¢ IN order to this, before I touch upon it dire&tly,
it will be neceflary to lay down a few lxummuu_y
"Il.l!ﬂ\ vig.

THA'T no Woman can be Handfom by the Force

(\f Features alone, any more than fhe can be Witty
only by the Help of Speech.

¢ THAT Pride deftroys all Symmetry and Grace,
and Affe@ation is a more terrible f"_\'.:x;..‘ to fine Faces
than the Small-Pox.

* THAT no Woman is capal le of being Beautiful,
who is not i..h.s‘ able of being Falfe.

AN D, That what would be Odious in a Friend, is
Deformity in a Miftrefs, FROM
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¢ FROM thefe few Principles, thus laid down, it will
be eafy to prove, that the true Art of '1L.unr Beauty
an.~ ,in Embellithing the whole Perfon by the proper
Ornaments of virtuous and commenc ‘.l..c Qualities. By
this Help alone it is, that thofe who are the Fa rite
Work m’" f\' ture, or, as Mr. Dryden (’.‘v;prci‘l i?., :""
Porcelain Clay of human ! 1
are in a Capacity :
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¢«WITHOUT this irradiating Power the proudet
¢ Fair One ought to know whatever her Glafs may tell
¢ her to the contrary, that her moft perfect Features are
¢ Uninformed and Dead.

¢ I cannot better clofe this Moral, than by a fhort

¢ Epitaph written by Bex. Fobnfon, with a Spirit which
¢ nothing could infpire but fuch an Objeét as I have

¢ been dcil‘l'ibihy);

Underneath this Stone doth lie

As much Virtue as cou’d die ;

Which avhen alive did Vivour oivpe
To as much d li
s 5 » " -
IR,
] f bumble Servant,

R R. B.
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compofed « erfon are engaged in diffe-
rent Ways of Life, and deputed as it were out of
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t moft con{picu Clafles of Mankind : By this Means
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i am furnilhed with the greateft Variety of Hints and
Materials, and know every thing that pafles in the diffe-
rent (Juarters and L 1S, notonly or this great City,
but of the whol A 1. My Readers too have the
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