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35. ruefday, Aprll 10. 

Rifu inepta res ineptior nulla tji. Marh 

AM O N G al! kindi of Wiiting, 'there is none ín 
which Authors are more apt to mifcarry than in 
Works of Humour, as thcre is none in which they 

are more ambltious tn excel. I t is not an ímagination 
that teems with Monfters, an Head that is filial with cx-
travagant Conceptions, which is capable of furnifning the 
World with Diverfions of this nature; and yet if we look 
into the Produítions of fevcral Writers, who fet up for 
Men of Hiimour, what wild irregular Fandes, what un-
natural Diftortions of Thought, do we meet with ? It 
they fpeak Nonfenfe, theybelieve they are talUiug Hu-
mear ; and when they have drawn together a Scheme of 
abfurd inconfiílent lucas, they are not ab!e to rcad it 
ovcr to thcmfdves without lauglung. Thefe poor Gen-
tlemcn {endeavour to gain thcmfelves the Reputation of 
Wits and Humoariíls, by fuch monftrous Concetts as al-
moft qualify them for Bedlam; not confidering that Hu-
mour íhouldalways lié under the Check of Reafon, and 
that it requires the Direñion of the niceft Judgment, by 
fomuch the more as it indulges it felf in the moíl bound-
Icfs Frcedoms. There is a kind of Nature that is to be 
obferved in this fort of Compofitíons, as well as in all 
c ther j and a certain Rcgulanty of Thought which muíl 
difcover the \Vriter to be a Man of Scnl'e, at the famc 
time that he appéars altogether given upto Caprice. For 
jny part, when I read the dclirious Mirth of an unskijful 
Author, I cannot befo barbarous as to divert my'felf 
•with it, but am i-ather apt to pity the'Man, than to laugh 
at any thing he writes.. 

T H E deceafed Mr. Shad'v.-ell, whohad himfelfagreat 
deal of the Talent which I am treating of, reprefentsan 
empty Rake, in oneof his Plays, as very much furprifed 
to near one fay that breaking of Windows was not Hu-
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mour; and I queftion not but fcvéral Englijh Readers will 
be as much ñartled to hear me affirm, that many of thofe 
raving incoherent Picces, which are oftcn fpread among 
US, under odd Chimerical Titles, are rathcr the Offspringi 
of a Diílempered Brain, than Works of Humour. 

I T is indeed much eafier to defcribe what is not Hu-
jiiour, than what is; and very difficult to define it other-
wife than, as Coviley has done Wit, by Werc 
I to give my own Notions of it, I woulüdelivcr them 
after F / W s manner, in a kind of Allegory, and by fup-
pofmg Humour to be a Pcrfon, deduce to him all liis 
Qualifications, according to the following Gencalo^y. 
TR u T H was the Founder of the Family, and ihe Father 
of G^o o D S E Ns E . G o o d S e n s e was the Father of 
W r T, who married a Lady of a Collateral Líne called 
MIRTH, by whomhe had líTuc HUMOUR. HUMOUR 
therefore being the youngcft of this Illuilrious Family, 
and defccnded from Parents of fuch diíFerent Difoofitions, 
is very various and unequal in his Tcmper; íomctimes 
you fee him putting on grave Looksand a folemn Ha-
bit, fometimes airy in his Behaviour and fantaílick in hit 
Drefs: Infomuch that at diíFerent times he appears as 
ferious as a Judge, and as j ocular as a Merrj-Jndrenj. 
But as he Kas a great deal of the Mother in his Confti-
tution, whate\'er Mood he is in, he never fails to makc 
his Company laugh. 

B U T fince thcre is an Impoftor abroad, who taket 
upon him the Ñame of this young Gentlenvin, and would 
willingly pafs for him in the World ; to the end that 
i\ell-meanmg Perfons may not be impofed upon by 
Cheats, I wonld defire my Readers, when they meét 
with this Pretender, to look into his Parentage, and to 
examine him ftriétly, whether or no he. be rcmotely al-
lied to T R u T H, and lineally defccnded from G o o o 
S E N s E 5 if not, they may conclude him a Countcrfeit. 
They may likewife diftinguilh him by a loud and ex-
ceflive Laughter, in whicn he feldom gets his Company 
to join with him. For O S T R U E H U M O U R gcnerally 
looks ferious,while every Body laughs abouthim; FALSE 
H U M O U R Is always laughing, whilft every Body about 
him looks ferious. I Íhaíl only add, if he has not in him 
9. Mi.xturc of both Parents, that is, ifhe would pafs for ths 
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Offsprlng of W I T without M i R T|H, or M i R T w 
without W I T, you may conclude him to be altogethcr 
Spurious, and a Cheat. 

T H E Impoftor of whom I am fpeaking, defcendi 
Originally from F A L S E H O O D , whowasthe Mother of 
N O N S E N S E , who was brought to Bcd of a Son called 
F R E N 2 Y, who married one of the Daughters of Fo L L Y, 
commonly known by the Ñame of L A U c H T E R, on 
whom he begot that Monftrous Infent of which I hav« 
bccn here fpeaking. I íhall fet down at length the Ge-
ncalogical Table of F A L S E H U M O U R , and, at thcfame 
time.placc under it theGenealogy of T R U E H U M O U R , 

that the Reader may atone View bcholdtheir diíFcrent 
i'edigrces and Relations. 

F A L S E H O O D . 

N O K S E N S E . 

F R 1 N z y . L A U C H T S R , ' 

F A L S B H U M O U R . 

T R u T H . 

G O O O S B N S B . ' 

W I T . M I R T H. ' 

H U M O U R . 

I might extend the Allegory, by mentioning feveral of 
the Chudren o f F A L S E H u M O U R , who are more in 
Numbcr than the Sands of the Sea, and miglit in parti-
cular enumérate the many Sons and Daughters which he-
has begot in this Ifland. But as thís would be a very in-
vidious Task, I Ihall oniy obfer\'̂ e in general, that F A L S B 

H U M O U R differs from the T R u E, as a Monkey does 
from a Man. 

FirJ} of all, H E is excecdíngly given to littie Api(h 
Tríeles and Buffooneries. 

SecoHíi/v, H E fomuch delights in Mimickr}', th.it it 
is all one to him whether he cxpofes by it Vice and Folly, 
Luxury and Avarice ; or on the contrar)-, Virtue and 
Wifdom, Pain and Poverty. 

Thirdhy H E is wonderfully unlucky, infomuch that 
hewill bite theHand that feeds him, and endeavour to, 
ridicule both Friends and Foes irrdiíFcrently. For liavii>g 

but 
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Wheíí h e " " " ^^ 
Fourfh/y B É I N G intlrely void of Reafon, he pur-

fiies no Pointeither of Morality or Inftruaio;, bat is 
Lud^rous oniy for the fake of being fo. 

incapableofhavinganythingbut 
M^k-RcDreientations, his Ridicule is afways PerfLa!, 
v i or Writer ; not at ^ c Vice, or at thc Wnting. 

I have here only poímed at the whole Species of Falfc 

1 aper is to I ^ t down that malignant Spirit, whích dif-
coycrs u felf in the WritJngs of^tI.e prefcnt Age I ih: 1 
not fcruDle for the future, to fingle L t any oKhe fmal 

t L t mfcfl the World wit l fuch CompofitionTa^ 
areill-natured, imraoral, and abfurd. T h i s i ; the only 
Lxception vvhich I íhall make to thegeneral Rule I have 

honeft M ^ ought to look upon hímfelf as in a natural 
State of War with the Libe ler and Lampooner. Tnd?o 
annoy them where-evcr they fell ín hh way. Thh t 

O 

36. Wednejday, Jpríl 11. 

Perferimus 
- Imtnania monjira 

Virg. 

IShall not put my felf to any fárther Palns for th» 
Day's Entertainment, than barely to publlíh the I^t-
tas and Titlcs of Petitrons from the Play-houfe, with 

the Minutes I have made upoa the Latter for my Con-
du£l in relation to them. 

í n /-V XT , Drury-ía/te, April the Cth. 
T T P O N reading the Projcft which ¡s fet forth in 

' ^ one of your late Papers, of making an AlHance 
i bctw'cen all the Bulls, Bcars, Elephants, and Lions, 
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