749 The SPECTATOR. N°? 38.

C”’I(’J non //u 11! !C 7"‘/,...'. I.:ult.

Late Converfation \“1 i 'lx [ fell into, ,f‘.”\‘(' me an
(;H\""tu'lt» of obferving a great deal of Beauty in
a very handfom \\u-- '.‘.!, and as much Wit in an
ingenious Man, turned into Deformity in the one, and
Abfurdity in the other, by the meer Force of Affelta-
tion. The Fair One had { r.x‘.Liﬂaz in her Perfon upon
which her Thoughts were fixed, that {he :'ILC.“.E‘I‘.(\I to
ﬂ'i‘\'\\' to ’\x vantage in eve ry Loo . W« l\]., and Gefture,

The Gentleman was as diligent to do Juftice to his fine
Parts, as the Lady to her beauteous Form: You might
fee his Imagination on the Stretch to find out fome-
thing unce mmon, and what they call bright, to enter-
tain her ; while fhe writhed her felf into as many diffe-
rent Poftures to engage him. When fhe laughed, her

Lips were to fever at a greater Diitance than ordinary
t+o {hew her Teecth ; Her Fan was to point to fomewhat
at a Diftance, that in the Reach fhe may difcover the
Roundnefs of her Arm; then fhe 1s utterly miftaken in
what fhe faw, falls back, fmilesat her own Folly, and
is {o wholly difcompofed, that her Tucker is to be ad-
jufted, her Befom e cpofed, and the whole Woman put
“nto new Airs and Graces. While fhe was doing all
had Time to think of fomething
ay next to her, or make {
ome other Lady to feed her Vanity.
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to look into that ftran ge State of Mind which {o gene-
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l)epcrtmcnt ; which will naturally be winning and at-
tractive if we think not of them, but lofe their loru R
proportion to our Endefu our to make them fuch.

WHEN our Confcioufnefs turns upon the main
Defign of Life, and our Thoug}m are employed upon
the chief Purpofe either in Bufinefs or Pleafure, we
fhall nev er butmv an Affeftation, for we cannot be
guilty of : But when we give the Paffion for Praife
an unbudltd Liberty, our Pleafure in little Perfeétions
robs us of what is due to us for great Virtues and
worthy O\unlitics. How many excellent Speeches and
honeft, Acions are loft, for want of being indifferent
where we ought ? Men are opprefled with regard to
their Way of {peaking and a&ting, inftead of hnwn" their
f}xOh{"Ilt bent upon w lnt they fhould do or fay ; 'md by
that .4.(« ns bury a (w; city for great thwpk by their
fear of failing in in ifferent thin \gs.  This, perhaps,
cannot be called Affe&ation ; but it has fome Tin&ture
of it, at leait fo far, as that their Fear of erring ina
thing of -no Confequence, argues they would be too
much pleafed in performing it.

I'T is only from a thorough Difregard to himfelf in
fuch Particulars, that a Man can act with a laudable
Sufficiency : His Heart is fixed upon one point in view ;
and he commits no Errors, becaufe he thinks nothing
an Error but what deviates from that Intention.

THE wild Havock Affetation makes in that Part
of the World which fhould be moft polite, is vifible
where-ever we turn our Eyes: It pufhes Men not only
into Impertinencies in Converfation, but alfo in their
premeditated Speeches. At the Bar it torments the
Bench, whofe Bufinefs it is to cut off all Superfluities in
what is fpoken before it by the Praltitioner ; as well as
feveral little Pieces of Injuftice which arife from the
TLaw it felf. I have feen it make a Man run from
the Purpofe before a ]udm. who was, when at the Bar
himfelf, fo clofeand logical a meder, that with all the
Pomp of Eloquence in his Power, he never fpoke a
Word teco much.

I'T n\ivh; be born even here, but it often afcends
the Pulpit it felf; and the Declaimer, in that facred
Place, is frequently fo impertinently witty, fpeaks of
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the laft Day it felf with fo many quaint Phrafes, that
there is no Man who underit Raillery, t muit
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