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K® 38. Friday^ April 13. 

I ; 

Capias non placuijfe niviis. Mart. 

A Late Converfation which I fcll into, gave me an 
Opportunitv of obferving a great deal of Beauty in 
a very handfom Woman, and as much Wit in an 

ingenious Man, turned into Deformity intheone, ;nd 
Abfurdity in the other, by the meer Torce of Affcóh-
tion. The Faír One had lomething in hcr Perfon upon 
which her Thoughts were fixed, that íhe attempted to 
íhewto Advantage in every Look, Word, and üeílure. 
The Gentleman was as düigent to do JulUce to his fine 
Parts, as the Lady to her beauteous Form : You might 
fee his Imagination on the Stietch to find out fonie-
thin'» uncommon, and what they c;>ll bright, to enter-
tain^^her; w h i l e íhe writhed her í e l í into as many difte-
rent Pollures to cngage him. When ftie laughed, her 
l ips were to Tever at a greater Diiiaiice thaii ordinary 
to íhew hcr Teeth ; Her Fan was to point to fomewhat 
at a Diilance, that in the Reach (he may difcover the 
Roundnefs of her Arm; then íhe is utterly miftaken in 
what Ihe faw, falls baclc, fmiles at her own Folly, and 
ís fo wholly difcompofed, that her Tucker is to be ad-
iufted, her Bofom expoled, and the whole Woman put 
into new Airs and Üraces. While íhe was doing all 
this, the Gallant had Time to think of íbmething 
very pleafant to íay next to her, or make fome unkind 
Obfervation on fome other Lady to feed her Vanity. 
Thefe unhappy Eííefts of AíFeéhtion, naturally led me 
to look into that ftrange State of Mind which fo gene-
rally difcolours the Behaviour of moft People \ve mcet 

T ' H E leamed Dr. Burnet, in his Theory of the Earth, 
takes the Occafion to obfen e, That every Thought is at-
icndcd with Confcioufnefs and Reprefcntativenefs; the 
Mind has nothing prelentcd to It, but what is imme-

diately 
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diatcly foUow'd by a Reflexión or Confcíencc, which. 
tells you whether that which was fo prefented Í3 grace-
ful or unbecoming. Tliis A¿1 of the Mind difcovers it 
felf in the Geáure, by a propcr Behaviour in thole 
whofe Confcioufneís goes no further than to direél 
them in the juft Progrefs of their prefent Thought or A-
ñion j but betrays an Interruption in «¡very fecond 
Thought, when the Confcloufnefs Í3 employed in toa 
fondly approving a Man's own Conceptions ¡ whick 
fort of Confciouinefs is what we cali AíFe¿lation. 

A S the Love of Praife is implan ted iu our Bofo mi 
as a fti ong Incentive £0 worthy Aftions, it is a very 
diíítcult l 'ask to get above a Defire of it for thing» 
that íhould be w^olly indifFerent. Women, whole 
Hcarts are Éxed upon the Pleafure they have in the Con-
ícioufnefs that they are the Objefls of Love and Admira-
tion, are ever changing the Air of their Countenanccs, 
and altering the Attltude of their Bodies, to ñrike the 
Heart5 of their Beholders with nevv Seníe of their Beau-
ty. The drefling Part of our Sex, whofe Minds are 
the fame with the fillier Part of the other, are exaftly 
in the lilce uneafy Condition to be regarded for a iVell-
tkd Cravat, an Hat cocked with an unufaal Brisk-
nefs, a very well-chofen Coat, or other Inilanccs of 
Mcric, which they are impatient to fee unobferved, 

B U T this apparent Afféftation, arifing from p.n ilí-
govcrned Confcioufnefs, is not fo much to be wondered i t 
in fuch loofe and trivial Minds as tliefe: But when you 
ftx it reign in Chara£l«rs Worth and Dillinílion, it is 
what you cannot but lament, not without forae Indigna-
tion. I t creeps into the Heart of the wife Mivn as weil as 
that of the Coxcomb. When you fee a Man of Senfe look 
aboutfor Appjaufe, and difcovea* an itching Inciination 
to be commended; lay Traps for a little Iiiccnfe, even 
from thofe whofe Opinión he valúes in nothing but his-
own Favour; Who is {¡Se againft this Wea&efs ? or 
who knows whether he is guilty of it or not ? The beít 
Way to get clear of fuch a light Fondnefs for Applauie, 
is to take all poiTible Caro to throw oft'the Love of it 
upon Occafions that are not in themielves laudable j but, 
as it appears, we hope for no Praífe from them. Oí this 
ísaiure aie all Graces in Mens Perfons^l)r¿fs, and bodily 

G j Dcport-
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Deportment; whkh \vill naturally be winning and at-
tra¿^ive if we think not of them, but lofe their Forcé ÍH 
proportion to our Endeavour to make them fuch. 

W H E N our Confcioufnefs turns upen the mai» 
Defign of Life, and our Thoughts are emp!oyed upen 
the chief Purpofe either in Bufinefs or Pleafure, wc 
íliall never betray an Aífcftation, for we cannot be 
guilty of i t : But when we give the Paílion for Praifc 
an unbridled Liberty, our Pleafure in littie Perfeñions 
robs US of what is due to us for great Virtues and 
worthy Qualitles. How niany exceüent Speeches and 
honeft. Aftions are loñ, for want of being indifferent 
where we ought ? Men are oppreffed with regard to 
their Way of ípeaking and a¿ling, inílead of having their 
Thoughts bent upon what they Inould do or fay j and by 
that Mcans bury a Capacity íor great things, by their 
fear of foiling in indifferent tbin^s. This, perhaps, 
cannot be calied AfFeílation ; but it has fome Tinñure 
of it, at leai't fo far, as that their Fear of erring in a 
thing of«no Coniequence, argües they would te to» 
much pleafed in performing it. 

I T is only froma thorough Difregard to himfelf in 
fuch Particuíarj, that a Man can atl with a laudable 
Sufficiency: His Heart is fixed upon one point in view ; 
and he commits no Errors, becaufe he thinks nothing 
an Error but what deviates from that Intention. 

T H E wild Havock AfFcébtion makes in that Part 
of the World which íhould be moft polite, is vifible 
where-ever wc turn our Eyes: I t puíhes Men not only 
ínto Impertinencies in Converfation, but alfo in their 
pemeditated Speeches. At the Bar it torments the 
Bench, whofe Bufmefsitis to cutoif all Superfluities in 
what is fpoken before it by the Praftitioner ¡ as well as 
feveral littie Pieces of Injuftice which arife from the 
Law it felf. I have feen ít make a Man run from 
the Purpofe before a Judge, who was, when at the Bar 
himfelf, fo clofe and logical a Pleader, that with all the 
Pomp of Eloquence in his Power, he never fpoke a 
Word too much. 

I T might be bom even here, but it often afcends 
the Pulpit it felf; and the Declaimer, in that facred 
Place, i* fiequenüy fo impertinently witty, fpeaks »f 

the 
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the laít Day it felf with fo many quaint Phrafts, that 
tliere is no Man who underftands Raillery, but muft 
rcfolve to fin no more: Nay, you may behold him 
fometimes in Prayer, for a prop^r Dclivery of the great 
Truths he is to uCter, humble hímfelf with fo vcry 
wcll-turn^ Phrafe, and mention hís own Unworthi-
nefs in a Way ib very becoming, that the Air of the 
pretty Gentleman is pr«fcrved, under the Lowlinefs of 
ihe Preacher. 

I Ihall end this, with a Ihort I^tter I writ the othcr 
Day to a very witty Man, over-run witli the Fault I íun 
fpeaking of. 

Dear S IR, 
J Spent fome Time with you the other Day, and 

muft take the Liberty of a Friend to tcll you 
of the unfufferable AfFefbition you are guilty of in 
ail you fay and do. When I gave you an Hint of 
it, you asked me whether a ^ian is to be co!d to 
what his Friends think of him ? No j but Praife is 
not to be the Entertainmcnt of every Moment: He 
that hopes for it muft be able to fufpend the Poflcf-
fion of it till proper Periods of Lifé, or Death it felf. 
If you would not rather be commended than be Pralfe-
worthy, contemn htcleMerits; and allow no Man to 
be fo free with you, as to praife you to your Face. 
Your Vanity by this Means will want its Food. At 
the fame time Your I'aflion for Efteem wlli be mors 
fully gratified; Men wili praife you in their Afíions: 
Where you now receive one Compliment, you will 
then receive twenty Civilities. Till then you will ne-
ver have of eithcr, further than, 

S I R, 

Your humhle Servant. 
R 

G 4 Saiu/J/t/^ 
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