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42. Wednefday, April 18. 

Garganwii mugiré futes ttemus aut tnare TufcutHy 
Tanto cum ftrepitu ludí /pe¿lantur, artes^ 
D¡'viti<£que peregrina!; quibus oblitus aSlor 
Cum fietit ¡H Scena^ concurrit dextera ltev<e. 
Dixit adhuc aliquid? Nilfane. ^idplacetergo? 
Lana 7arentino violas imitata veneno. Hor. 

ARISTOTLEhss obferved, That ordinary Wríteri 
in l'ragedy endeavour to raife Terror and Pity in 
their Audience, not by proper Sentiments and Ex-

rreflions, but by the DreíTes and Decorations of tlie Stage. 
l'here is fomething of this kind very ridículous in the 
Englijh Theatre. When the Author has a mind to ter-
rify US, it thundew; When he would ntaJce us melancholy, 
the Stage is darkened. But among all oux Tragíck Aj ti-
fices, I am the moft ofFendcd at thofe which are made 
ufe of to infpire us wíth magnificent Ideas of the Perfons 
that fpeak. The ordinary Method of making an Hero, 
is to c ap ahugePlumeof Fcathers upon his Head, which 
rifes fo very high, that there is «ften a greater Lcngth 
from his Chin to the Top of his Head, than to the Solé 
of his Foot. One would believe, tlíat we thought a 
great Man and a tall Man the fame thing. This very 
iiiuch embaraíTes the Aítor, who is forced to hold his 
Neck extremeiy íliff and ftcady all the whilc he fpeaks: 
aiíd notwithltandingany Anxieties which he pretends for 
his Miftrefs, his Country, or his Fricnds, one may fce 
by his Aílion, that his grcateft Care and Concern is to 
kcep the Plume of Feathcrs from fálling ofF his Head. 
For my own part, when I fee a Man uttering his Com-
)laintsunderíuch a Mountainof Feathcrs, I am apt to 
ook ^011 him ratlier as an unfortunate Lunatick, than a 

tliflreficd Hero. As thefe fupcrfluous Omaments upon the 
Head make a great Man, a Princefs generally receives 
hcr Grandeur írom tliofc additional Incumbi-ánces that 
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fall into her Tai l : I mean the broad fweeplng Train that 
follows her in all her Motions, and finas conftant Em-
ployijient for a Boy who ftands bchind her to open and 
fpread it to Advantage. I do not know how others are 
afFcfted at this Sight, but I muft confefs, my Eyes are 
wholly taken up witli the Page's Part; and as fbr the 
Queen, I am not fo attentive to any thing íhe fpeaks, as 
to the right adjufting of her Train, lell it íhould chance 
to trip up her Heels, or incommode her, as íhe wallis to 
and fro upon the Stage. It is, in my Opinión, a very 
odd SpeÁacle, to fce a Queen venting her Paffion in a 
difordered Motion, and a little Boy taking care all the 
while that they do not ruffle the Tail of her Gown. The 
Parts that the two Perfons aft on the Stage at the fame 
Time, are very diíFerent: The Princefs is afraid left ihe 
Ihould incur tlie Difpleafure of the King her Father, or 
lofe the Hero her Lover, whilíl her Attendant is only 
•concerned left íhe íhould entangle her Feet in her Pet-
ticoat. 

WEare to ld , ThatanancientTragick Poet, to move 
the Pity of liis Audience for his exiled Kings and dif-
treíTed fíeroes, ufed to mal:e the A£lors reprefcnt therti 
in DreíTes and Clothes that weie thread-bare and decayed. 
This Artífice for moving Pity, feems as ill-contrived, as 
that \ve have been fpeaking of to infpire us with a grcat 
Idea of the Perfons introduced upon the Stage. In íhort, 
I would have our Conceptions raifed by the Dignity of 
Thought and Subümity of ExpreíGon, rather than by a 
Train of Robes or a Plume of Feathers. 

A N O T H E R mcchanical Method of making great 
Men, índ adding Dignity to Kings and Queeus, is to ac-
company them with Halberts and Battle-axes. Two or 
threc Shifters of Scenes, >vith the two Candie-fnufFers, 
make up a complete Body of Guards upon the EngUJh 
Stage; and by the Addition of a few Porters dreffed in 
red Coats, can reprefent above a dozen L ^ o n s . I have 
fometimes fecn a couple of Armies drawn up togcther 
upon the Stage, when the Poct has been difpofcd to do 
Honour to his Generáis. I t is impoíSble for the Reader's 
Imagination to multiply t\venty Men into fuch prodigious 
Multitudes, or to ftníy that t\vo or three hundred thou-
fand Soldien are fighting in a Room of forty or fifty 
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Yards in Compafs. InciJ«nts of fuch a nature Ihould be 
toM, not rcprcfented. 

Non tamen intus 
Digna geri promes in fcenam : multaque talles 
Ex oculi}, que vtox narret facundia prafens. Hor. 

Yet there are things improper for a Scene, 
H'hich Men of Judgment only ivill relate, 

L d . R O S C O M M O N . 

I ihould therefore, in this Particular, recomraend to 
my Countrymen the Example of the French Stage, where 
the Kings and Qucens always appear unattended, and 
leave their Guards behind the Scenes. I Ihould likewife 
be glad if we imitated the French in banilhing from our 
Stage the Noife of Drums, Trumpets, and Huzza's; 
which is fometimes fo very great, that when there is a 
Battle in the Hay-Marktt Theatre, ene may hear it as 
far as Charing-Crofs, 

I have here only touched upon thofe Particulars which 
are made ufe of to raife and aggrandize the Perfons of a 
Tragedy j and fliall ÍView in another Paper the feveral Ex-
pedients which are praftifed by Authors of a vulgar Ge-
nius to move Terror, Pity, or Admiration, in their 
Hearers. 

T H E Tailor and the Painter often contribnte to the 
Succefs of a Tragedy nxore than the Poet. Scenes affeft 
ordinary Minds as much as Speeches; and our Añors are 
very fenfible, that a well-drefled Play has fometimes 
brought them as fbll Audiences, as a we'.l-writtcn one. 
The Italians have a very good Phrafe to exprefs íhis Art 
of impofing upon the Speíbtors by Appearances : They 
cali it ^CíFourheria de lia Seena, The Knavery or trickijb 
Part of the Drama. But however the Show and Outlids 
©f the Tragedy may work upon the V u l ^ r , the more 
underftanding Part of theAudiencc immediately fee thro' 
it, anu dcfpife it. 

A good Poet will ^¡ve the Reader a more lively Idea of 
an Army or a Battle m a Defcription, than if he aftually 
faw them drawn up in Squadrons and Battalions, or en-
gaged in the Confufion of a Fight. Our Miods Ihould be 
opened to great Conceptions, and inñamed wich glorious 
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Sentiments, by what the Aftor fpeaks, more than by what 
he anpears. Can all theTrappings or Equípage of a King 
or Hero, give Bruins half that Pomp and Majefty which 
— f - - £ — — — 

he rcceives from a few Lines in Shakefpear ? C 

N® 43, 7'burfday, Aprll 19. 

H't tibi trunt artes ; pací/que imponere morem, 
Parcere Subje£lisj isf dtbellare Superboi. Virg. 

TH E R E are Crowds of Men, whofe great Misfor-
tune it is that they were not bound to Mechanick 
Arts or Trades; ¡t being abfolutely neceffary for 

thcm to be led by fome continua! Task or Rmployment. 
Thefe are fuch as wí commonly cali ¿ull Feilows j Per-
fons, who fbr want of fomething to do, out of a certain 
Vacancyof Thought, ratlier than Curiofity, areeverraed-
dling with things tor which they are unfit. I cannot give 
you a Notion oí' them better thnn by prefenting j'ou with 
a Letter from a Gentleman, who belongs to a Society of 
this Order of Men, refiding at Oxford. 

Oxford, April 13, 1711. 
S 1 R, Fonr Clock in the Morning, 

1N fome of your late Speciilations, 1 find fome Sket-
ches towarís an Hiftory of Clul¿ : Butyou feem to 

me to íhew them in fome^vhat too ludicrous a Light. 
I have well weighed that Matter, and think, that the 
moft importíint Is'egotiations may bell be carried on ín 
fuch Aflemblies. I íhall, therefore, fbr the goodofMaa-
kind (which, I truft, you andI are equally conccrnedfor) 
purpofe an Inftitutien of that Nature for Example íake. 
* I muft confefs the Defign and Tranfa¿Uons of too 
many Clubs are trifiíng, and manifeílly of no Confe-
quence to the Nation or Publick Weal: Thofe l'U give 
you up. But you mull do me then tlie Juftice to own, 
that nothing can be more ufefiil or laudable, tJian the 
Schemo we go upon. To avoid Nicknames and Witti-
cilins, we cali our felves The ÜibdmadalMeeting: Our 
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