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T do not therefore find fault with the Artifices above-
mentioned when they are introduced with Skill, and ac-
companied by prope rtionable Sentiments and Exprefiions
the Writing
rincipal Machine is
ed 11 - common Tragedies,
y often that the Perfons are in
r {ay, if they did not from time
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Widow in her mourning Weeds, with half a Dozen fa-
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therlefs Children attending her, like thofe that uiually
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]‘11’7;' about the Ficure of Charity. 1 husieveral 1nCidents

that are beautiful in a geod Writer, become ridiculous by
falling into the Hands of a bad one.

BU T amone all our Methods of moving Pity or Ter
ror, there is none {fo abfurd and barbarous, and w hat

Y P and Pzt .11 2e
ontempt and Ridicule of ous

more CexXpoics us
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Neighbours, thar 1ful butchering of one another,
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W 1s {o very f ent upon the Lagliyo Stage. 10

delicht m feemng |

bt 1 3a. o s 1 the Qion of 2 crunel Temver : And ¢

} \ed, 15 certainily the olgil Of a cruéetl I'emper : And as
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t /b Audience, feveral
4

L Ceitic] ! Linlr thele » orra tef ‘neftacle
ench Criticks, wino think tneic are e ate '.ul Specdtacles to
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labbed, poifoned, racked, or im
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his 13 often practifed before the Brii
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us, take Occafion from them to reprefent us as a Peog le that
lioht in Blood. It is indeed very odd, to fee our Stage
with Carcafes in the laft Scene of a Tragedy ;
id to obferve in the Wardrobe of the Play-houfe {feveral
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Dagoers, Poniards, Wheels, Bowls for Poifon, and many
other Inftruments of Death. Murders and Executions are
always tranfatted behind the Scenes in the French Thea-
tre ; which in general is very agreeable to the Manners
of a polite and civilized People: But as there are no Ex-
ceptions to this Rule on the French Stage, it leads them
into Abfurdities almoft as ridicalous as that which falls
under our prefent Cenfure, I remember in the famous
Play of Corneille, written upon the Subject of the Horatiz
and Curiatii ; the fierce young Hero who had overcome
the Curiatii one after another, (inftead of being congratu-
Jated by his Sifter for his Victory, being upbraided by her
for having {lain her Lover) in the Height of his Paflion and
Refentment kills her. If any thing could extenuate fo
brutal an A&ion, it would be the doing of it on a fudden,
before the Sentiments of Nature, Reafon, or Manhood
could take Place in him. However, to avoid publick Blood-
sbed, as foon as his Paflion is wrought to its Height, he
follows his Sifter the whole length of the Stage, and for-
bears killing her till they are both withdrawn behind the
Scenes. I muft confefs, had he murder’d her before the
Audience, the Indecency might have been greater ; but as
it is, it appears very unnatural, and looks like killing in
cold Blood. To give my Opinion upon this Cafe, the
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father, wiole hiurder ne would revenge in the very
fame Place where it committed. By this Means the
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from the Stage ; but only fuch as | »o much Horror
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nem, and winicn woulid have a Limect upon the
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Audience when tranfaéted behind he Scenes. 1 would
thererore recommend to my Countrymen the Praétic
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(She to a Saw /J.‘. turn’d, a Snake)
And awhatfoever "'):fnf;./_.’f;
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I have now gone through the feveral Dr 1=
tions wff(‘h are ma wde ufe of by tl norant Poets to fup-
PYythe Place ':‘-'.'H,'. and ‘) the Skilful to 1 1prove
it 3 fome of which I could wiih intirely rejefted and

the reft to be ufed with Caution. It would be an endlefs
Task to confider Comedy in the fame Light, and to men-
tion the innumerable Shifts that fmall Wits put in practice
to raife a Laugh. Bullock in a fhort Coat and Norris in a
long one, feldom fail of this Effe®. In ordin: ary Come-

dies, a broad and a narrow brim’d Hat are different Cha-
rafters. Sometimes the Wit of the Scene lies in a Shoul-
der-belt, and fometimes in a Pair of Whisk: ers. A Lover
Jrinning about the Stage, with his Head p eeping out of 2
Barrel, was thought a very good Jeft in King G/ arles the
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Seond’s Time ; and invented | by one of the firft Wits of

= \ v } wnndeo Dads 1 1.1 .
that A :',C. But becaufe Ridicule 1s not {o delicate as (‘:II!-
o {iem and becanfe the Ohiaf , 1 }
pathion, and becaufe the Objeéts that make us laugh are
miinitely more numerous than thofe that make us weep,
there 1s a much greatern l;.'lnlk'uk.(' or Ct l.’.u!\ than tr ff_‘lx'.'{
Arufces, and by confequence a much greater Indulgence

to be allowed them. C

. 2
iNatio ( pneeaa ¢ ?—————v J\'.\'
HERE is nothing which I more defire than a fafe
1 1 > A ",, . e >
and honourable Peace, tho’at the fame time I am
very apprehenfive of many ill Co nfequences that
PR T gL TR
may atte it. I do not mean in regard to our 1’: liticks,

but to our Manners : What an ,’:.; ndation of Ribbons and

Brocades will break in upon us ? ' What Peals of I""j,ﬁ-wur

and Impertinence thall we be exp ufm to ! ]

tion of thefe great Evils, I could heartily wifh that there
nent for Prohibiting the Importation
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T HE Female Inhabitants of our Ifland ';:'\'C:Jrf':‘fv

received very ftrono I: preflions from this ludicrous Na-
1 e r. "o 1 ¥ ’
tion, tho by the Length of the War (25 there is no Evil
, ¢

which has not fome good attending it) they are pretty
well worn out and forgotten. I remember the time
when 1'« me of our well-bred ( ountry- -W omen k ept their
Valet de Chambre, becaufe, forfooth, a Man was much
more ‘1 andy about them than one of ll‘.mr own bv\'. I
my felf have feen cne of thefe Male Abigails trippir o
about the Room with a Looking-Glafs in his If.wd, ..d
bing his Lady’s Hair a whole Morning together,
ether or no there was any Truth in the Story of a

being got with Child by one of thefe her Hand-
maids I cannot tell, but I think at prefent the whole
Race of them is extinét in our own Country.
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