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Sfond's Time ; and ínvcnted by one of the firft ^''its of 
thst Age. But bcaiufe Ridicule is not fo delicate as Com-
j:iívírion, and bccaufe the übjefís that make us laugh are 
ir.finitely more numerous than thofc that make us wecp, 
tJicre ¡s a much greater Latitude for comick than tragicfc 
Artífices, andby confequencea much greater Liíiulgence 
tü be allüwed tJicm. C 

45. Saturday, Jprllzi. 

Katio Cotr.ada rji Juv. 

T "^ í IERE is nothing which I moredeííre than a fafe 
and honourable Peace, tho' at the fame time I am 
vcry apprchcnfive of many ill Confequences that 

may attend it. I do not mean in regard to our Politicks, 
but to our Manners: What an Inundation of Ribbons and 
Brocades will break in upon us ? What Peáis of LaugKter 
and Impertinence íhaH we be expofed to ? For the Preven-
lion ofthefe grcat Evils, I could heartily wilh that there 
was an Aft of Parliamcnt for Prohibiting the Iniportatioa 
of French Fopperiej. 

T H E Female Inhabitants of our IHand haveaircady 
received very llrong Impreflions from this ludicrous Na-
tion, tho by the Length of the War (as there is no Evil 
vhich has not fome good attcnding it) they are pretty 
well worn out and forgotten. I remember the time 
v/hen fome of our well-bred Country-Women kept their 
Valet de Chamhrty becaufe, forfooth, a Man was much 
more handy about them than one of their own Sex. 1 
my felf have feen one of thefe Male Abigatlí tripping 
about the Room with a Looking-Glafs in his Hand, and 
combing his Lady's Hair a whole Moming together. 
Whether or no there was any Truth in the Story of a 
Lady's being got with Child by one of thefe her Hand-
maids I cannnt tell, but I think at prefent the whole 
Kace of tlicm is extinít in our own Country. 
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A B O U T theTime that feveral of our.Sexwere taken 
into this kind of Service, the Ladies llkewifc broughc 
up the Faniion of receivíng Vifits in tlieir Beds. It wa» 
then look'd upon as a piece of Ill-Breedlng for a Woman 
to refufe to fee a Man, becaufe íhe was not ftirring ; and 
a Porter would have becn thought unfit for his Place, 
tlin,t could have made fo aukward an Excufe. As I love ta 
fee every thing that is new, I once prcvailed upon my 
F r i e n d W I L L . H O N E Y C O M B to carry me along wltli 
him to one of thcfe Travelled Jodies, defiring hím, at the 
fame time to prefent me as a Foreigner who could not 
fpcak Englijh, that fo I might not be obliged to bcar a 
Part in the Difcourfe. Tlie Lady, tho' willingto appcar 
ondreft, had put on her bell Looks, and painted her felf 
for our Reception. Her Hair appeared in a very nice Dif-
order, as the Night-Gown which was thrown upon her 
Shoulders was ruffled with great Care._ For raj_' 'art^ I 
ani fo (hocked with every thing which looks immodeft 
jn the Fair Sex, tlut I could not forbeac Liking ofr' my 
Eye from her when íhe moved in her Bed, and was in 
the greateft Confuiion imaginable every time íhe ftirred a 
Leg or an Arm. As the Coquettes, who introduccd this 
Cuílom, grew oíd, they left it otf by degrees j well know-
ing that a Woman of Threefcore may kick and tumble 
her Heart out, without making any impreflions. 

S EMP RON IA hzt prefent the moft profeíl Admi-
rer of the French Nation, but is fo modeft as to admit 
lier Vifitants no farther than her Toilet. It is a very odA 
Sight that beautiíul Creature makes, when flie is tüking. 
Politicks with her TreíTcs flowing about her Shoulders, 
and examining that Face in the Glafs, which does fuch 
Kxecution upon all the Male Standers-by. How prettily 
does {he divide her Difcourfe betwcen her Woman and 
her Vifitants ? What fprightly Tranfitions does íhe make 
from an Opera or a Sermón, to an ivory Comb or a Piñ-
Cuíhion ? How have I becn plcafed to fee her interrupted 
in an Account of her Travels, by a Meífage to her Foot-
man j and holding her Tongue, in the midil of a Moral 
Reflexión, by applying the Tip of it to a Patch ? 

THERE is nothing w h i c h expofes a Woman togreater 
Paneers, than that Gaiety and Airinc-fs of Temper, 
whivh are natural to moft of th-j Sex. U íhould \?e there-
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forc the Concern of every wife and virtuous W o n ^ , to 
kecp this Sprightlincfs from degenerating into Levity. On 
the contrary, the whole Difcouríe and Behaviour of the 
Freneh is to make the Sex more Fantaftical, or, (as they 
are pleafed to term it) more anuakenedy tlian is confiftent 
either with Virtue or Difcretion. T o fpeak Loud in Pub-
ück AíTemblies, to let every onc hear you talk of Things 
that fliould only be mentioned in Prívate, or in Whifper, 
are lool;ed upon as Parts of a refined Education. At the 
iamc time, a Bluíh is unfeftiionable, and Silence more lU-
lircd ihan .my thing that can be fpoken. In íhort, Difcre-
tion and Modefty, which ¡n all other Ages and Countn« 
llave been regarded as the greateíl Omaments of the Fair 
Scx, are confidered as the Ingreüenta of narrow Conver-
íatic,n and Family Behaviour. 

SO M E Years ago I was at theTragedy of Mackhethy 
and unfortunately placed my felf under a Woman of Qua-
lity that is Anee Dead j who, as I found by the Noife íhe 
made, was newly returned from France. A little befbrc 
the rifing of the Curtain, íhe broke out into a loud Soli-
loquy, Whfnncilltht dear IVitches enttr f and immcdiately 
upon their firft Appearance, asked a Lidy that fat three 
Boxes from her, on lier right Hand, if thofe Witches 
v/ere not charming Creaíures. A little after, as Betterton 
v a s in one of the finell Speeches of the Play, íhe íhook 
her Pan at another Lady, who fat as far on the Left 
l-í?.rd, and toid her with a Whifper, that miglit be heard 
all over the Pit, We muíl not expeél to fee Balloott to-
•night. Not long after, calíing out to a young Baronet 
by his Ñame, who fat three Seats before me, íhe asked 
l i m whether Machetb-^ Wife was ílill aJive j and before 
he could gire an Anfwer, fell a talking of the Ghoíl of 
Bcnquo. She had by this time formed a little Audtence 
to her fclf, and fixed the Attention of all about her. But 
as I had a mind to hear the Play, I got out of the Sphere 
of her Impcrtinence, and planted my feif m one oí tke 
reniotcíl Corners of tlie Pit. , 

T H I S pretty Childtíhnefs of Behaviour is one oí the 
moft refined Parts of Coquetry, and is not to be attained 
m Pcrfeaion, by I ^ c s tliatdo notTravel for thejr Im-
provcment. A natural and unconilratned Behaviour has 
iomeíhins in it h Rgrccabk, that it is no Wonder to fcc 
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Peoplc endeavouring after h . Bat at the iame time, it U 
fo very hard to hit, when it is not Born with us, t h * 
People often make themfelves Ridiculous in attemptíng 

A vcry ingcnious FrencB Author tells us, that the Ladies 
tf the Court of Fraxce, in his Time, thought it ill Breed-
ing, and a Idnd of Female Pedantry, to pronounce an 
haid Word right; for whích Reafon they took frequent 
Mcafionto ufe hard Words, that they might Ihew a Po-
litenefs in murdcring them. He further adds, that a La-
dy of fome Quality at Court, having accidentally made 
ufe of an hard Word in a proper Place, and pronounced 
it right, the whole Affembly was outof Countenance for 
her. 

I muft however be fo jull to own, that there are ma-
ny Ladies who have Travelled feveral Thoufands of Miles 
witjiout being the worfe for it, and have brought Home 
with theni all the Modefty, Difcretion, and good Senfe, 
that they went abroad with. As on the contrar^ thcre 
are g r ^ t Numbers of Travelled Ladies, who have livetl 
all their Days within the Smoke of London. I have known 
a Woman that never was out of the Pariih of St. Jameii 
betray as many Foreign Fopperies in her Carriage, as 
file could have Glean^ up in half the Countrics of 
Europe.. , ( j 

N^ 46. Monday^ Aprll 23. 

1 Aa« bene junBarum difcardia fm'»^ rerum, Ovid. 

WH E N I want Materials for this Pnper, it is my 
Cuftom to go abroad in queft of Ganje; and 
when I meet any proper Subjeíl, I lake tJie 

firíl Opportunity of fetting 'down an Hint of it «pon 
P.ipcr. At the fame time I look Ínto the Lctters of 
my Correfpondents, and if I find any thing fugcefted in 
thcm that may r.ffürd Matfer of Speculation, I likcwifc 
cjilcr a ¡ilinüte of it in my CotleflicB oí Matctials. By 
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