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T H E fccond Letter, relaticg to the OgUng Maíter, 
luns thus. 

Mr. S P E C T A T O R , 

« T Am an hi jh Gentlcman, that have t r a v e l l ^ m ^ y 
* l Years for my Improvement; dunng whi J time 
« I haveaccompliíh««imy felfinthewhole ArtofC^ling. 
« as it ís as prefent prafüfed in all the pohte Natiomof 
' Europe. Being thus qualified, I ¡ntend, t y the Adriw 
' of m y Friends, to fet up for an Oghivg-Mafter. I teack 
«the Church Ocle in the Morning, and the Play-houft 
« Ode by CaDdle-light. I have alfo brought wer with 
' m t a new flying Ogle fit fov the Ring ; wluch I t ^ch 
' in the Duskof the Evening, or in auy Hour of the Day 
' by darkning one of my Windows. I have a Manufcnpt 
* bv me called The Complete OgUr, which 1 ihall be re^úy 
't¿íhe%vyou u p o n a n y Occalion. In the mean time, I 
' bee you wiU publiíh the Subftance of diis Lmer m an 
« Advertifement, and you wiU very mach o b l ^ , 
^ Tour, &C. 

47. Tuefday, April 24. 

Ride fi fapis Mart. 

MR tiobhi, in his Difcourfe of Humane Nature, 
which, in my humble Opinión, is much the telt 
of all his Works,after fome very curious Obfer-

vations upon Laughter, concludes thus: « The PaíTioncf 
« LauffhtCT is nothing clfe but fudden Glory ^ifing from 
' fün¿ fudden Conception of fome Emmency m our felves 
' by Comparifou witt the Infirmity ofothers,or w i t h ^ r 
« own fonnerly : For Men laugh at the Folhes of them-
' felves part, when tlicv come fuddenly to R e m ^ a n c e , 
' excert thcy bring with them any prefent Dílhonoar. 

A C C O R D I N G to this Author therefore, wliea we 
hear a Man laugh exceffively, inftead of ^^^"S 
Merry, we ou£ht ío tcll him lie is very Proud. And^m-
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dced, íf we look into th« bottom of this Matter, \ve íhall 
meet with many Obfervations to confirm us in his Opi-
nión . Every one laughs at fome Body tiiat is in an iníérior 
State of folly to hímlelf. It ŵ as formcrly the Culfom for 
every great Houfe in Englani to keep a tame Fool drefled 
in Pettícoats, that the Heir of the Family might have an 
Opportunity of joking upon him and diverting himfelf 
with his Abfurdities. For the famc Reafon Idiots are ftill 
in requeft in moft of the Courts of Germany, where there 
Í3 not a Prince of any great Magnificence, who has noc 
two or three drefled, dilUnjuiíhed, undifputed Fools in 
his Rctinue, whom the reíTof the Courtiers are always 
breaking their Jeíls upon. 

T H E Dutch, who are more famous for their Induílry 
and Application, than for Wit and Humour, hang un in 
fpvcral of their Streets what they cali the Sign of the 
Gafcry that is the Head of an Idiot dreíTed in k Cap and 
Bells, and gaping in a moft immoderate manner : Thi« 
is a líanding Jejl at Amfierdam. 

T H U S every one diverts himfelf with fome Perfon 
or other that is below him in Point of Underñanding.and 
triamphs in the Suj^riorlty ofhis Genius, whilñ he ha» 
fuch Óbjeñs of Derifion before his Eyes. Mr. Dennis has 
very well expreíTcd rhis in a Con pie of humorous Unes, 
which are part of a Tranflation of a Satyr in Monñeur 
Boiltau. 

Thus one Tool tolls his Tonque out at nmther. 
AndJhakes bis empty NoJdle at bis Brother. 

Mr. Hübbs î Reflexión gives us the Reafon why the 
infignificant Peoplc above-mentioned are Stirrers up of 
Laiighter among Men of a grofs Tafte: But as the more 
onderílanding Píirt of Mankinddo not find their Rifibility 
afte¿ted by l'uch ordinary Objc£b, it may be worth the 
while to examine into the feveral Provocativcs of Laugh-
ter in Men of fuperior Senfe and Knowledge. 

I N the firít Place I muíl obferve, that there is a Set of 
merry Drolls, whom the common Peoplc of all Countries 
admire, and feem to love fo well,. that they couldeat them^ 
according to the oíd Provcrb: 1 mean thofe circumforane-
ous Wits whom every Nation calis by the Ñame of that 
Líüh of Mcat which it lovcs bcíl^ ín HoUandúisy are 
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termed Vickled Herringr, in Trance, JeanPottfíges-, in 
Italy^Maccaronies ; ^r\A.\'aGreat-liritain,'JackPuddings. 
Thefe nierry Wagí, from whatfoever Food they rcccive 
thcir Tifies, thp.t they may make their Audicnccshugh, 
always appear in a Foors Coat, and commit íiich Blun-
dcrs and Millakes in cvery Step they take, and every 
Word they utter, as thofe who Hilen to thcm would be 
afhtimcd of. 

B U T this little Triumph of the Underñanding.under 
the Difguife of Laughter, is no where more vifiblc than 
in that Cuñom wJiich pievails every where among us on 
the Firlt Day of the prefent Month, when every Body 
takes it in his Head to make as many Pools as he can. In 
proportion as there are more Follies difcovered, fo therc 
is more Laughter ráifcd on this Day than on any other in 
the whole Year. A Neighboiir of mine, who is a Haber-
daíher by Trade, and a vcry íhallow conceitcd Fcllow, 
makcs his Boalls that for thefe Ten Years fucceíSvcly he 
has not made lefs than an hundred April Pools. My Land-
lady had a fallirg out with him about a Fortnight ago, 
for fcnding every one of her Children upon fome Slecvt-
hfs Errand, as (he terms it. Her eldeft Son wcnt to buy 
an Half-peny worth of Inde at a Shoemaker's; the eldeft 
Daughtcr was difpatched half a Mile tofee a Monfter j and 
in Ihort, the whole Famíly of Ínnoc«it Children nuide 
Jpril Pools. Nav my Landlady her felf did not erca|>e 
him. This empty Felíow has laughed upon thefe Conceits 
ever fince. 

T H I S A r t o f W i t is well enough, when confined to 
one Day in a Twelve-month ; but there is an ingenious 
Tribe of MCB fprung up of late Years,who are for making 
Jprü Fools every Day in the Year. TTiefe Gentlemen are 
commonly díñinguilhcd by the Namc oí-Biters; a Race 
of Men that are perpetually employed in laughing aC 
thofe Miftakes which are of their own ProdudVion. 

T H U S we fee, in proportian as one Man is more re-
fined than another, he choofeshis Fool out of alower or 
bigher Clafs of Mankind; or, to fpeak in a more Fhüofo-
phical Language, That fecret Elation and Pride of Heart, 
which is generally called Laughter, arifes in him from his 
comparing himfelf with an Objeél below him, whether 
it fo happens that it be a Naturíií or an Artificial Fool. I t 
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is indeed very poffible, that the Pejfonswe laugli at majr 
in the main of their Charaélers be much wifer Mcn than 
our felvei j but if they would have us laugh at them, they 
mull íáll Ihort of us in thofe Rcfpefb which ílir up this 
Pallion. ^ 

I am afraid I íhall appear too Abílrafíed in my Specu-
lations, i f l íhew that when aMan of Wit makes us laugh, 
it is by betraying fome Óddnefs of Infirmity in his ovvn 
Charaílcr, or in the Reprefcntation which he makes of 
othcrs j and that when we laugh at a Brute or even at an 
inanimate tlüng, ¡t is at fome Adion cr Incident that 
bcars a remóte Analogy to any Blunder or Abfurdíty in 
reafonable Creatures. 

B U T to come into common Life : I (hall pafs bv the 
Confideration of thofe Stage Coxcombs that are able to 
íhake a whole Audience, and take notice of a particular 
fortofMen whoarefuch Provokers of Mirth in Conver-
fition, that ft is impoflible for a Club-or Merry-meering 
to fubfift withoutthem ; I mean thofe honeft Gentlcmen 
that are always expofed to the Wit and Rallery of their 
Well-wifliers and Companions j that are pelted byMen, 
Womcn, aiid Chüdren, Friends and Focs, and.in a word, 
flanJ as Rutts in ConverfatioD, for e\'ery one to /hoot at 
that picafcs. I know feveral of thefe Butts who are Mea 
of Wit and Senfe, though by fome cdd Tum of Humour, 
fome unlucky Caft in their Perfon or Behaviour, they 
have always the Misfortune to make the Coropany merry. 
The Truth ofit is, a Man is rot ^ualifíed fbr a Eutt, who 
has not a good deal of Wit and Vivacity, even ¡n the ridi-
culous Side of his Charaaer. A ftupid Butt is only fit 
for the Convcrfation of ordinary People: Men of Wit re-
huiré one tliat will give them Play, and beftir himfelf m 
the abfjrd Part of his Behaviour. A Buttwkh thefe Ac-
compliJhments frequently gets the Laugh of his Side, 
tums the Ridicule upon him tliat a t t^ks him. Sir j j m 
FalJIaff was an Hero of this Spccies, and gívea a good 
Dcfcription of himfclf in his Capacity of a Butt, after the 
followingnunnerj ̂ //Ktf/tf//yíríj(faysthat merry Knight) 
take a Bride to gird at me. The Brah of Man is not able 
to iwvent any thing that tendí to Laughtcr trnre than Un-
tuenty or is inventedon me. lam not only i*"itfy in myfelf^ 
éut the Caufe that Wit is tu otber hUn, C 

Wednejday^ 
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