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* Httie Blcmiíhes wear ofF vcry foon; but when they dif-
* appwr in one Part of the Face, they are very apt to 
' bveak out in another, infomuch that I have -feen a Spot 
* upón the Forehead in the Afternoon, which was upon 

the Chin in the Morning. 
T H E Author then proceeds to íhcw the Abfurdity of 

Breeches and Petticoats, with manyother curious Obfer-
vations, which I (hall referve for another Occafion. I 
cinnot however conclude this Paper without taking no-
tice, That amidft thcfe wild Remarks thcrc no\T and theii 
appears fomctliing very reafonable. I cannot líkewife 
forWr obferving, that we are all guilty in fome mea-
fure of the fame narrow way of Thinking, which we 
meet with in this Abftradt of the Indtnn Journal; when 
we fanfy the Cuftoms DreíTes, and Manners of other 
Co'jntries are ridiculous and extravagant, if they do not 
refemble thofe of our own. C 

¡ 51. Saturday, Aprll 

7orquet ab Ohjcenis jam vunc Sermonibus jíurem l Hor. 

Mr. S P E C T A T O R , 

MY Fortune, Quality, and Perfon are fuch as ren-
der me as confpicaous as any young Womaii 
in Town. It is in my Power to enjoy it in all 

its Vanities, but I have, from a very careful Education, 
contrafted a great Averfion to the forward Air and Fa-
íhion which is praítifed in all publick Places and Af-
femblies. I attribute this very much to the Stile and 
Manners of our Plays; I was laft Night at the Funernlt 
where a confident Lover in the Play, fpeaking of his 
Miltrefs, críes out—Ob that Harriot! to fold theftArms 
about the W^Jie of that beauteous, firugglin^, and at ¡ujl 
yielding Fair! Such an Image as thisought, oy nomeans, 
to be prefented to a chafte and regular Audience. I ex-
pcft your Opinión of this Sentence, and recommend to 

I 3 • ' your 
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• your Confvderatlon, asaSPECTATOR, the ConduA 
* of the Stage at prefent with Relation to Chaftity and 
*• Modeíly. 

lam, S IR, 

' 7'cur conjiant Reader, and ^ytll->wijher, 

T H E Complaintof this youngLady ¡s fojuft, thatthe 
Offence is grofs cnough to have difpleafed Perfons who 
Cannot prctend to that Delicacy and Modeíly, of whlcli 
flie Í3 Miílrefs. But there is a great deal to faid in Be-
half of an Author: If the Audíence would but confidcr 
tlie DifRculty of keeping up a fprightiy Dialogue for five 
Afts together, they would allow a Writer, when he wants 
"Wit, and can't pleafe any otherwife, to help it out with 
a littie Smuttinefs. I will anfwer for the Poets, that no 
one ever writ Bawdry for any cther Reafon but Dearth of 
Invcnticn. When the Author cannot ítrikc out of him-
felf any more of that which he has fuperior to thofe who 
make up the Balk of his Audience, his natural Recourfe 
is to that which he has in common with-theinj and a 
Defcription which gratifies afenfualAppetite will pleafe, 
when the Author has nothing about lúm to delight a re* 
fined Imagination. It is to luch a Poverty, we muft im-
pute this and all other Sentences in Plays, which are of 
thií Kind, and which are commonly term'd Lufcious 
Expreífions. 

T H I S Expedient, to fupply the Deficiencies of Wif, 
has been ufed, more or lefs, by moft of the Authors who 
have fucceeded on the Stage j tho' I know but one who 
has profelTedly writ a Play upon the Bafis of the Dcfirs 
of multiplying ourSpecies, and that is the Polite Sir George 
Etheridge; i f t underlland what tlie Lady would be at, in 
the Play called Sbe njould if Sbe could. Other Poets 
have, here and there, given an Intimatlon that there i» 
thisDefign, under all the Difguifes and Aftefíations which 
a Lady may put on ; but no Author, except this, haí 
made fure Work of h, and put the Imaginations of tlie 
Audience opon this one Purpofe, from the Beginning to 
the End of the Comedy. It has always fared accordingly j 
fbr whether it be, that all who go to this Piece would if 
they could, or that the Innocents go to it, to guefs only 
what She 'wou¡d if Sbe conUy the Play has always been 
well rcccivcd, 1 X 
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I T lifts an heavy empty Sentence, when there is ad-
ded to it a lafcivious Gefture of Body 5 and when it is.too 
low to be raifed even by that, a flat Meaning is enlivened 
by making it a double one. Writers, who want Genius, 
nevcr iáil of keeping this Secret in referve, to create a 
Lauííh, or raife a Clap. I , who know nothing of Wo-
men but from íeeing P ays, can gíve great Guefles at the 
whole Struaure ofthe fair Sex, by being mnocently pla-
ced in thePit, andinfültedbythe Pcttícoatsof their Dan-
cers} the Advantages of whofe pretty Perfons are a great 
help to a dull Play. When a Poet flags in Wnting lufci-
cufly, a pretty GirI can movc lafcivioufly, and havc the 
fame good Confequencc for the Author. Dull Poets m 
this Cafe ufe their Audier.ces, as dull Parafues do their 
Patrons; when they cannot longer divert them with their 
Wit or Humour, they bait their Ears with fomethmg 
which is agreeable to their Temper, though b e W their 
Underftanding. c a n n o t refift being plcaíM, ifyou 

ffive him an Account of a dclicious Meal j or Chdius, if 
Tou defcribe a wanton Beauty: Tho' at the fame time, if 
} on do not awake thoíc Incünations in them, no Men are 
bctter Judgesof whatJí juft and dclicate in Converfation. 
But as I havc bt-fore obi'crvcd, it is eaficr to talk to the 
Man, tlvin to the Man of Senft. 

I T is rciirarkabie, that the Writers of Icaíl I^arnmg 
are beft skilied in the lufcious Way. The PoeteíTesofthe 
Age havc done Wonders in this kind j and we are oUiged 
to the Lady who writ Ibrahim, for introducing a prepa-
ratory Scene to the very Aftion, when the Emperor 
throws his Handkerchief as a Signal for his Miftrefs to 
follow him ihto the moft retired Part of the Seragho. I t 
jyiuft be confeffed his Turki/h Maiefty went off with a good 
Air, but, methought, we rnacie but a fad Figure who 

. waited without. This ingenious Gentlewoman, in this 
piece of Bawdry, refined upon an Author of the fame Sex^ 
who, in the Rt^ver, makes a Country Squire ftnp to his 
Holland Drawers. For Blunt is difappointed, and the 
Emperor is underftood to go on to the utmoñ. The Plra-
fentry of Stripping almoft Naked has been fince praftifed 
(where indeed it Ihouldhave been begun) very fuccefsful-
1/ at Bartholomet/j Fair, 
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I T is not hcre to be omitted, that in one of the above-
mcntioned Ffmale Compofiiions, the Rover is very fre-
quently fent on the fame Errand ; as I take it, above 
once every Aft. This isnotwhollyunnaturalj for, they 
fay, the Men-Authors draw themfelvei in their chief 
Charafters, and theWome.i-Writcrs may le allowed the 
fume Liberty. Thus, as the Male Wit gives his Hero a 
good Fortune, the Female gives her Heroine a good Gal-
lant, at the end of the Play. But, inc'ee.l, there is hard-
Jy a Play one can go to, but the Hero or fine Gentleman 
of it ftruts ofF upon the fame account, and leaves us to 
confider what good Office he has put us to, or to em-
ploy Qur felves as we pleafe. To ce plain, a Man who 
Ireqiients Plays, would have a very refpeflful Notionof 
himfelf, were he to recolleft how often he has been ufed 
as a Pimp to raviíhing Tyrants, or fuccefsful Rakes. 
When the Aélors make their Exit on this good Occafion, 
the Ladies are fure to have an examining Glance from the 
Pit, to fee how they reliíh what pafles; and a few Icwd 
Fools are very ready to employ their Talents upon the 
Compofure or Frewom of their L,ooks. Such Incidents 
as thefe make fome Ladies wholly abfent themfelves 
from the Play-houfe; and others never mifs the firft 
Day of a Play, left it íhould prove too lufcious to ad-
mit their going with any Countenance to it on the fe-
cond. 

I F Men of Wit, who think fit to write for the Stage, 
ínftead of this pitiful way of giving Delight, would turn 
their Thoughts upon raifing it from good natural Im-
pulfes as are in the Audience, but are choked up by Vice 
and Luxury, they would not only pleafe, but befriend us 
at the lame time. If a Man had a mind to be new in his 
way of Writing, might not he who is now reprefented 
as a fine Gentleman, tho' he betrays the Honour and Bed . 
of his Neighbour and Friend, and lies with half the Wo-
mcn in the Play, and is at laft rewarded with hcr of the 
beft Charafter in i t ; I fay, upon giving the Comedy a-
nother Cali, might not fuch a one divert the Audience 
quite as well, if at the Cataftrophe he were found out 
for a Traitor, and met with Contcmpt accordingly ? 
There is feldom a Pcrfon devoted to above onc Dajiing 
Vice ai a Time, fo that there is roora enough to catch at 

Mens 
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Mens Hearts to their Gocíd and Advantage, if the Poets 
will attempt it with the Honefly which becomcs thcir 
Charafters. 

T H E R E is no Man wholoves his Bottie or h¡3 Mif-
trefs, in a tnanner fo very abr.ndoned, as not to be capa-
ble of reüíhing an agreeable Charafter, that is no way a 
Slave to either of thofe Purfiúts. A Man that is Tempe-
rate, Generous, Valiant, Chafte, Faithful, and Honeft, 
may, at the fame time, haveWit, Humour, Mirth, good 
Breeding, and Gallantry. While he exerts thefe latter 
Qualities, twenty Occafions might be invented to íhew 
he is Mafter of the other noble Virtues. Such Charañers 
would fmite and reprove the Heart of a Man of Senfe, 
when he is gíven up to his Pleafures. He would fee he 
has been miñaken all this while, and be convinced that a 
found Conftitution and an innocent Mind are the true ]n-
gredients for becming and enjoying Liíe. All Men of 
true Talle would cali a Man of Wit, who íhould tum 
his Ambition this way, a Friend and Benefaftor to his 
"Coantry; but I am at a lofs what Ñame they would 
glvc him, who makes ufe of his Capcity for contrary 
Furpofes. R 

52. Monday, Apr'tl 30. 

Virg. 
Omnei ut Tecum meritis pro Talibus annos 

• Exlgaty tíf pulcbrá facial Te prole parentem. 
\ 

AN ingenious Correfpondent, like a fprigijtly Wlfe, 
will always have the laft Word. 1 did not think 
my laíl Letter to the deformed Fraternity would 

have occaHoned any Anfwcr, efpecially fince I had pro-
miicd them fo fuclden a Vifit : But as ihcy think they 
cannotíhewtoogicataVenerationformy Perfon, they 
have alrcady fent rae up an Anfwer. As to the Propofal 
of aMarriage betwecn ray felf and the matchlefs ¡leca-
tiffay I have but oneObjcflion to i t ; which ií, That al! 

'ílic Sücicty will expeft to be acquainted with her ; and 
I 5 who 
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