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¢ little Blemifhes wear nﬂ'\;xv foon; but when they dif-
. .vp;mw in one Part of the Face, t'm'_\' are very apt to
¢ break out in another, infomuch that I have {een 2 Spot
¢ upon the Forehead in fl:c .‘\\.f'.:!‘?h.«""., which was upon
¢ the Cifu in the Morning.

lI Author then pxuud to thew the Abfurdity of
I’,l:rdm and Petticoats, wit |
vations, which I fhall referve for another Occafion. |
cannot h(\'\.‘:\'(‘l' col' lude this Paper without taking no-

other curi um(‘n\

tice, That a1 t thefe wild Remarks there now and then
appears fometl very reafonable. I cannot likewife
orbear obferving, that we are all guilty in fome mea-
fure of the fame narrow way of Thinking, which we
meet ] this Abftra& of the Indizn Journal ; when

we fan{y the Cuftoms, ﬂ"cﬂl&k, and Manners of other
Conntries are ridiculous and extravagant, if they do not

refemble thofe of our own. Q
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N° r1.  Saturday, April 28.

7’.;)'7;_';7 ab Ok /e ,‘.'."_fj:z,w nunc Sermonibus Aurem ! Hor.

Mr.SPECTATOR,

1 Y Fortune, Quality, and Perfon are fuch as ren-
‘ der me as confpicuous as any young y Woman
: - . rey ' . 5 %

in Town. Tr s in my Power to er yr\\ it in all

1

¢ its Vanities, but I have, from a very careful Education,
¢ (‘(\"tl“ct ed a great \\ ﬁu 1 to the forward Air and Fa-
¢ fhion which 1s pra&tifed in all publick Places and Af-
¢ 10!1.1\!10. [ attribute this very much to the Stile and
¢ Manners of our Plays; I was laft Night at the Funeral,
-

where a confident Lover in the Play, fpeaking of hb

¢ Miftrefs, cries out---0h f hat Harriot ! #0 ,,//f'w fe Arms

¢ about the /,.‘,,,pnf that beauteous, /j,‘,j,‘ a;*z’r’/ﬂ

¢ yielding Fair 7 Such mlm ¢ as {A'f n; ght b~ nomean

¢ tobe prc“'ntcd to a chafte .'ni regular Audience. 1 C.\—

¢ pet your Opinion of this Sentence, and rccom'*u d to
I3 ¢ your
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¢ your Confideration, as a SPEcTATOR, the Conduct
¢ of the Stage at prefent with Relation to Chaftity and
¢ Modetty.
ITam, § IR,
Your conflant Reader, and We H-avifber,

T HE Complaint of this young Lady is fo juft, thatthe
Offence is grofs enough to have difpleafed Perfons who
cannot pretend to that Delicacy and Modefty, of which
fhe is Miftrefs. But there isa great deal to be faid in Be-
half of an Author: If the Audience would but confider
the Difficulty of keeping up a fprightly Dialogue for five
Adls together, they would allow a Writer, when he wants
Wit, and can’t pleafe any otherwife, to help it out with
a little Smuttinefs. I will anfwer for the Poets, that no
one ever writ Bawdry for any other Reafon but Dearth of
Invention. When the Author cannot ftrike out of him-
felf any more of that which he has fuperior to thofe who
make up the Bulk of his Audience, his natural Recourfe
is to that which he has in common with.them; and a
Defcription which gratifies a fenfual Appetite will pleafe,
when the Author has nothing about him to delight a res
fined Imagination. It is to fuch a Poverty, we muft im-
pute this and all other Sentences in Plays, which are of
this Kind, and which are commonly term’d Lufcious
Expreffions.

THIS Expedient, to fupply the Deficiencies of Wit,
has been ufed, more or lefs, by moft of the Authors who
have fucceeded on the Stage; tho' I know but one who
has profeflfedly writ a Play upon the Bafis of the Defire
of multiplying ourSpecies, and thatis the Polite Sir Gesrge
Etheridge; if I underftand what the Lady would be at, 1n
the Play called She awould if She could. Other Poets
have, here and there, given an Intimation that there is
this Defign, under all the Difguifes and Affeétationswhich
a Lady may put on; but no Author, except this, has
made fure Work of it, and put the Imaginations of the
Audience upon this one Purpofe, from the Beginning to
the End of the Comedy. Ithasalwaysfared accordingly ;
for whether it be, that all who go to this Piece would if
they could, or that the Innocents go to it, to guefs only
what She would if She coyld, the Play has always been
well received. iT
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I'T lifts an heavy empty Sentence, when there is ad-
ded to it a lafcivious Gefture of Body ; and when it 1s.too
low to be raifed even by that, a flat Meaning is enlivened
by making ita double one. Writers, who want Genius,
never fail of keeping this Secret in referve, to create a
Laugh, or raife a Clap. I, who know nothing of Wo-
men but from feeing Plays, can give great Gueffes at the
whole Struture of the fair Sex, by being innocently pla-
ced in the Pit, and infulted by the Petticoats of their Dan-
cers; the Advantages of whofe pretty Perfons are a great
help toa dull Play. When a Poet flags in Writing lufci-
oufly, a pretty Girl can move Ia fcivioufly, and have the
fame good Confequence for the Author. Dull Poets in
this Cafe ufe their Audiences, as dull Parafites do their
Patrons; when they cannot longer divert them with their
Wit or Humour, they bait their Ears with fomething
which is agreeable to their Temper, though below their
Underftanding. Apicius cannot refift being pleafed, if you
give him an Account of a delicious Meal; or Clodius, if
you defcribe a wanton Beauty: Tho' at the fame time, if
you do not awake thofe Inclinations in them, no Men are
better Judges of whatis juft and delicate in Converfation.

ant as I have before obfervedy it is eafier to talk to the
Man, than to the Man of Senfe.

I'T is remarkable, thet the Writers of leaft Learning
are beit skilled in the lufcions Way. The Poetefles of the
Age have done Wonders in this kind ; and we are obliged
to the Lady who writ Jbrabim, for introducing a prepa-
ratory Scene to the very Adion, when the Emperor
throws his Handkerchief as a Signal for his Miftre(s to
follow him ihto the moft retired Part of the Seraglio. It
giuft be confeffed his Turki/h Majefty went off with a good
Air, but, methought, we made but a fad Figure who
waited without. This ingenious Gentlewoman, in this
piece of Bawdry, refined upon an Author of the fame Sex,
who, in the Rover, makesa Country Squire ftrip to his
Holland Drawers. For Blunt is difappointed, and the
Emperor is underftood to go on to the utmoft. The Plea-
fantry of Stripping almoft Naked has been fince practifed
(where indeed it glould have been begun) very fuccefsful-
Yy at Bartholomew Fair.

I, IT

i‘\/'l,.._
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['T is not here to be omitted, that in one of the above-
mentioned Female Compofitions, the Rover is very fre-
quently fent on the fame Errand ; as I take it, above
once every A&. This is not wholly unnatural ; for, they
{ay, the Men-Authors draw t ifelves in their chief
C ‘ters, and the Women-Writers may be allowed the
{; iberty. Thus, as the Male Wit gives his Hero a

the Female gives her Heroine a good Gal-
nt, at the end of the Play But, indeed, therei i

ly a Play one can go to, but the Hero or fine Gentleman

of it ftruts off upon the fame account, and leaves us to
oy : i ;
confider what eood Office he has put us to, or to em-
y ba el S8 P basdias = Ma ]
ploy our felves as we pleafe. 'To be plamn, a Man who

frequent Plays, would have a very refpeétful Notion of
him{elf, were he to recollet how often he has been ufed
as a Pimp to ravithing Tyrants, or fuccefsful Rakes.
When the A&ors make their Exi# on this good Occafion,

xami Glance from the

the Ladies are fure to have

Pit, to fee how they relith ; and a few lewd

Fools are very ready to employ ['alents upon the

Compofure or Freedom of their Looks. Such Incidents
A

as thefe make fome Ladies wholly abfent themfelve
from the Play-houfe; and others never mifs the fir

S
_ ft
Day of a Play, left it {fhould prove too Iufcious to ad-
mit their going with any Countenance to it on the fe-
cond.
[ F Men of Wit, who think fit to write for the Stage,
ad of this pitiful way of giving Delight, would turn
on raifing it from good natural Im-
ked up by Vice
but befriend us

Audience, bu
uld not only
lan had a mind to be new in his

t he who is now reprefented

nd, and lies with half the Wo-

men in the Play, and is at laft rewarded with her of the

beft Charaéter in it; I fay, upon giving the Comedy a-
nother Cait, might not {uch a one divert the Audience

quite as well, if at the Cataftrophe he were found
for a Traitor,” and met with Contempt accordingly

T e . alA A o ) Py S ) - ot B DNeachas
['here is feldom a Perfon devoted to above one Darling

v ot

Vice at a Time, {o that there is room enough to catch a
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Mens Hearts to their Good and Advantage, if the Poets
will attempt it with the Honc“u' which becomes their
Chara&ers.

THERE is no Man who loves his Bottle or his Mif{~
trefs, in a manner f{o very abandoned, as not to be capa-
ble of rel ifhing an agree wble Charaéter, that is no way a
Slave to either of thofe Purfuits. ~\ Man that 1s Tempe-
rate, Generous, Valiant, Chafte, Faithful, and Honeft,
may, at the fame time, have .\'lt II imour, Mirth, good

}

»
-t

1 711 k71 < —— hele
and Gallantry. While he exe .L~ theft 1.‘.('(1
. » "‘. v | '~. - ]
twenty Occafions might be 1
er of the other noble
w5 —_ e
would {mite and we the Heart of

\\l(“ he is oiven up to his Pleafure
has been miftaken all this while, and be
found Conftitution and an innocent Mi
gredients for becoming and enjoyi
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his Ambition this way, I and e actor to hss
‘o tr . 4 - " . "\ 211 s ovr 1 ]

Country; but I am at a | what Name they would

give him, who makes ufe of his Capacity ior contrary
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