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in a Vifit to a Lady of his Acquaintance: We were no
fooner fat down, but upon cafting my Eyes about the
Room, I found in almoit every Corner of it a Print that
repefented the Doétor in all Magnitudes and Dimenfions.
A little after, as the Lady was dlicourﬁng my Friend,and
held her Snuff-box in her Hand, who fhould I fee in the
Lid of it but the Doétor. It was not long after this,
when fhe had occafion for her H: mdkerchlet which upon
the firft opening difcovered among the Plaits of it the
Figure of the Doétor. U pon this my Friend Wrrr. who
loves Raillery, told her, That if he was in Mr. Truelove’s
Place (for tha t was the Name of her Husband) he fhould
be made as uneafy by a Handkerchief as ever Othe/lso was.
I amafraid, { aid the, Mr.HoNEYCOMB, youarea fan )
tell me truly, are you a Friend to the Doétor or not ? W 1 L
inftead of mal\mg her a Reply, fmiled in her Face (for in-
deed fhe was very pretty) and told her that one of her
Patches was drop pin g off. She immediately adjufted it,
and looking a little fer 10\1ﬂ\ Well, {ays fhe, Pllbe ban wd
if you and ,Auf/u t Fr um{t/ ere are not againfi the » Door
in your Hearts, I / Jufpeited as much by his faying nothing.
U pon this fhe took her Fan into her Hand, and upon the
opening of it again difplayed to us the Figure of the
Doétor, who was placed with great Gravity among the
Sticks of it. Ina word, I found that the Do&or had
taken Poffeflion of her Thoughts her Difcourfe, and moft
of her Furniture ; but finding my felf prefled too clofe by
her Queftion, I winked upon my Friend to take his Leave,
which he did accordingly. C

N° 58.  Monday, May 7.

Ut piétura poefis erit Hor.

OTHIN G is fo much admired, and fo little un-
derftood, as Wit. No Author that I know of has
written profefledly upon it ; and as for thofe who
make any Mention of it, they only treat on the Subject as
it hasaccidentally fallenin theirWay, and that tooin little
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fhort Reflexions, or in general declamatory Flourifhes,
without entring into the Bottom of the Matter. I hope
therefore I fhall perform an acceptable Work to my
Countrymen, if I treat at large upon this Subject ; which
I fhall endeavour to do in a manner fuitable to it, that I
may not incur the Cenfure which a famous Critick be-
ftows upon one who had written a Treatife upon the Sub-
Jime in a low groveling Stile. I intend to lay afide a whole
Week for this Undertaking, that the Scheme of my
"Thoughts may not be broken and interrupted ; and I dare
promife my felf, if my Readers will give me a Week’s
Attention, that this great City will be very much chang-
ed for the better by next Saturday Night. I fhall endea-
vour to make what I fay intelligible to ordinary Capaci-
ties; but if my Readers meet with any Paper that in
fome Parts of it may be a little out of their Reach, I
would not have them difcouraged, for they may aflure
themfelves the next fhall be much clearer.

AS the great and only end of thefe my Speculations is
to banifh Vice and Ignorance out of the Territories of
Great-Britain, 1 fhall endeavour as much as pofiible ta
eftablifh among us a Tafte of polite Writing. It is with
this View that I have endeavoured to fet my Readersright
in feveral Points relating to Operas and Tragedies ; and
fhall from Time to Time impart my Notions of Comedy,
as I think they may tend to its Refinement and Perfec-
tion. I find by my Bookfeller that thefe Papers of Criti-
cifm, with that upon Humour, have met with a more
kind Reception than indeed I could have hoped for from
fuch Subjets ; for which Reafon I fhall enter upon my
prefent Undertaking with greater Chearfulnefs.

IN this, and one or two following Papers, I fhall trace
out the Hiftory of falfe Wit, and diftinguifh the feveral
Kinds of it as they have prevailed in different Ages of the
World. This I think the more neceffary at prefent, be-
caufe T obferved there were Attempts on Foot laft Winter
to revive fome of thofe antiquated Modes of Wit that have
been long exploded out of the Commonwealth of Let-
ters. There were feveral Satires and Panegyricks hand-
ed about in Acroftick, by which Means fome of the mof§
arrant undifputed Blockheads about the Town began to

entertain ambitious Thoughts, and to fet up for polite
K s Authors,
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Authors. I fhall therefore defcribe at length thofe many
Arts of falfe Wit, in which a Writer does not fhew him-
felf 2 Mzan of a beautiful Genius, but of great Induftry.

T H E firft Species of falfe Wit which I have met with
is very venerable for its Antiquity, and has produced fe-
veral Pieces which have lived very near as long as the
1liad it felf : T mean thofe fhort Poems printed among the
minor Greek Poets, which refemble the Figure of an Egg,
aPair of Wings, an Ax, a Shepherd’s Pipe and an Altar.

A S for the firft, it is a little oval Poem, and may not
improperly be called a Scholar’s Egg. 1 wo uld endeavour
to hatch it, or, in more intelligible Language, to tranflate
it into Englifb, did not I find the Interpretation of it very
difficult ; for the Author feems to have been more intent
upon the Figure of his Poem, than upon the Senfe of it.

T H E Pair of Wings confift of twelve Verfes, or rather
Feathers, every Verfe decreafing gradually in its Meafure
according to its Situation in the Wing. The Subjelt of
it (as in the reft of the Poems which follow) bears fome
remote Affinity with the Figure, for it delcribes a God
of Love, who 1s always painted with Wings.

THE Ax methinks would have been a good Figure
for a Lampoon, had the Edge of it confifted of the ;nt"ﬁ_
Satvrical Parts of the Work ; but as it is in the Original,
1 take it to have been nothing elfe but the Pofy of an Ax
which was confecrated to Minerwa, and was thought to
have been the fame that Epexs made ufe of in the building
of the Trojan Horfe ; which is 2 Hint I fhall leave to the
Confideration of the Criticks. I am apt to think that the

Pofy was w ritten «r?:ﬁzz:zl];’ upon the Ax, like thofe
which our modern Cutlers infcribe upon their Knives ;
and that therefore the Pofy ftill remains in its ancient
Shape, tho’ the Ax it felf is loft.

THE Shepherd’s Pipe may be faid to be full of Mu-
fick, for itis compofed of nine different Kinds of Verfes,
which by their feveral Lengths refemble the nine Stops of
the old mufical Inftrument, that is likewife the Subje&t
of the Poem.

THF, Altar is infcribed with the Epitaph of Troilus the
8on of Hecuba; which, by the way, makes me believe,
that thefe falfe Pieces of Wit are much more ancient than
the Authors to whom they are generally afcribed ; at
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leaft I will never be perfuaded, that fo fine 2 Writer as
Theocritus could have been the Author of any fuch fimple
Works.

I T was impoffible for 2 Man to fucceed in thefe Per-
formances who was not a kind of Painter, or at leaft a
Defigner : He was firft of all to draw the Out-line of the
Subje&t which he intended to write upon, and afterwards
conform the Defcription to the Figure of his Subjet.
The Poetry jwas to contrat or dilate it felf according to
the Mould in which it was caft. In a word, the Verfes
were to be cramped or extended to the Dimenfions of
the Frame that was prepared for them ; and to undergo
the Fate of thofe Perfons whom the Tyrant Procruffes
ufed to lodge in his Iron Bed ; if they were too fhort, he
firetched them on a Rack, and if the y were too long,
chopped off a Part of their Legs, till they fitted the
Couch which he had prepared for them.

Mr. Dryden hints at this obfolete kind of Witin one of
the following Verfes in his Mac Flecno 5 which an
Englifh Reader cannot underftand, who does not know
that there are thofe little Poems abovementioned in the
Shape of Wings and Altars,

C/»oo/'efor thy Command

Some peaceful Province in Acroftick Land ;

There may'f# thou Win ; di /}/m' and Altars raife,
And torture one poor Word a thoufand Ways.

THIS Fafhion of falfe Wit was revived by feveral
Poets of the laft Age, and in particular may be met with
among 1 Mr. Herbert's Poems ; and, if I am not miftaken,
in the Tranllation of Du Bartas. I do not remember any
other kind of Work among the Moderns which more
refembles the Performances I have mentioned, than that
famous Piture of I\mg Charles the Furft, w hmh has the

whole Book of P/fa/ms written in the Lines of the Face
.md the Hair of the Head. When I was laft at O\ﬁ) dl
mnugd one of the Whiskers ; and was reading the other,

but could not go fo far in it as 1 would have dom, by
reafon of the Impatience of my Friends and Fellow-Tra-
vellers, who all of them prcffcd to fee fuch a Piece of
Curiofity. I have fince heard, that there is now an emi-
nent Writing-Mafter in Town, who has tranfcribed all
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the O/d Teflament in a full-bottomed Periwig ; and if the
Fathion fhould introduce the thick kind of Wigs which
were in Vogue fome few Years ago, he promifes to add
two or three fupernumerary Locks that fhall contain all
the Apocrypha. He defign’d this Wig originally for King
William, having difpofed of the two Books of Kingsin the
two Forks of the Foretop ; but that glorious Monarch dy-
ing before the Wig was finifhed, there is a Space left in it
for the Face of any one that has a mind to purchafe it.
BUT to return to our ancient Poems in Pi¢ture, I
would humbly propofe, for the Benefit of our modern
Smatterers in Poetry, that they would imitate their Bre-
thren among the Ancients in thofe ingenious Devices. I
have communicated this Thought to a young Poetical
Lover of my Acquaintance, who intends to prefent his
Miftrefs with a Copy of Verfes made in the Shape of her
Fan ; and, if he tells me true, has already finithed the
three firft Sticks of it. He has likewife promifed me to
get the Meafure of his Miftrefs’s Marriage-Finger, with
a Defign to make a Pofy in the Fafhion of a Ring, which
fhall exaétly fit it. It is fo very eafy to enlarge upon a
good Hint, that I do not queftion but my ingenious Rea-
ders will apply what I have faid to many other Particu-
lars ; and that we fhall fee the Town filled in a very little
time with Poetical ‘Tippets, Handkerchiefs, Snuff-Boxes,
and the like Female Ornaments. I fhall therefore con-
clude with 2 Word of Advice to thofe admirable Eng/i/%
Authors who call themfelves Pindarick Writers, that they
would apply themfelves to this kind of Wit without Lofs
of Time, as being provided better than any other Poets
with Verfes of all Sizes and Dimenfions. C

N°® so. Tuefday, May 8.

Operose Nibil agunt. Sen.

HERE is nothing more certain than that every Man

T would be a Wit if he could, and notwithftanding
Pedants of a pretended Depth and Solidity are apt to

decry the Writings of a polite Author, as F/a/s and Froth,
they

=]

ool aas ang sl Sa S





