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the O/d Teflament in a full-bottomed Periwig ; and if the
Fathion fhould introduce the thick kind of Wigs which
were in Vogue fome few Years ago, he promifes to add
two or three fupernumerary Locks that fhall contain all
the Apocrypha. He defign’d this Wig originally for King
William, having difpofed of the two Books of Kingsin the
two Forks of the Foretop ; but that glorious Monarch dy-
ing before the Wig was finifhed, there is a Space left in it
for the Face of any one that has a mind to purchafe it.
BUT to return to our ancient Poems in Pi¢ture, I
would humbly propofe, for the Benefit of our modern
Smatterers in Poetry, that they would imitate their Bre-
thren among the Ancients in thofe ingenious Devices. I
have communicated this Thought to a young Poetical
Lover of my Acquaintance, who intends to prefent his
Miftrefs with a Copy of Verfes made in the Shape of her
Fan ; and, if he tells me true, has already finithed the
three firft Sticks of it. He has likewife promifed me to
get the Meafure of his Miftrefs’s Marriage-Finger, with
a Defign to make a Pofy in the Fafhion of a Ring, which
fhall exaétly fit it. It is fo very eafy to enlarge upon a
good Hint, that I do not queftion but my ingenious Rea-
ders will apply what I have faid to many other Particu-
lars ; and that we fhall fee the Town filled in a very little
time with Poetical ‘Tippets, Handkerchiefs, Snuff-Boxes,
and the like Female Ornaments. I fhall therefore con-
clude with 2 Word of Advice to thofe admirable Eng/i/%
Authors who call themfelves Pindarick Writers, that they
would apply themfelves to this kind of Wit without Lofs
of Time, as being provided better than any other Poets
with Verfes of all Sizes and Dimenfions. C

N°® so. Tuefday, May 8.

Operose Nibil agunt. Sen.

HERE is nothing more certain than that every Man

T would be a Wit if he could, and notwithftanding
Pedants of a pretended Depth and Solidity are apt to

decry the Writings of a polite Author, as F/a/s and Froth,
they
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they all of them fhew upon Occafion that they would
{pare no pains to arrive at the Charaéter of thofe whom
they feem to defpife. For this Reafon we often find
them endeavouring at Works of Fancy, which coft them
infinite Pangs in the Produétion. The Truth of itis, a
Man had better be a Gally-Slave than a Wit, were one to

ain that Title by thofe Elaborate Trifles which have
%e(‘n the Inventions of fuch Authars as were often Ma-
fters of Great Learning but no Genius.

I N mylaft Paper I mentioned fome of thefe falfe Wits
among the Ancients, and in this fhall give the Reader
two or three other Species of them, that flourifhed in
the fame early Ages of the World. The firft I fhall pro-
ducearetheLipogrammatifis or Letter-droppersof Antiqui-
ty, that would take an Exception, without any Reafon,
againft fome particular Letter in the Alphabet, {oas not to
admit it once into a whole Poem. One Tryphiodorus was
a great Maiter in this kind of Writing. He compofed an
Ody[fey or Epick Poem on the Adventures of U/y//¢s, con-
fifting of four and twenty Books, having intirely banifhed
the Letter 4 from his firft Book which, was called 4/p)a
(as Lucus & non lucendo) becaufe there was not an diba
in it. His fecond Book was infcribed Bezz for the fame
Reafon. In fhort, the Poet excluded the whole four and
twenty Letters in their turns, and fhewed them, one af-
ter another, that he could do his Bufinefs without them.

I'T muft have been very pleafant to have feen this
Poet avoiding the reprobate Letter, as much as another
would a falfe Quantity, and making his Efcape from it
through the {everal Greek Dialefts, when he was prefled
with it in any particular Syllable. For the moft apt and
elegant Word in the whole Language was rejected, like
a Diamond with a Flaw in it, if it appeared blemifhed
with a wrong Letter. I fhall only obferve upon this Head,
that if the Work I have here mentioned had been now ex-
tant, the Ody/fey of Tryphiodorus, in all Probability, would
have been oftener quoted by our learned Pedants, than the
Odyfey of Homer. What a perpetual Fund would it have
been of obfolete Words and Phrafes, unufual Barbarifms,
and Rufticities, abfurd Spellingsand complicated Dialelts ?
I make no Queftion but it would have been looked upon
as one of the moft valuable Treafuries of the Grees Tongue.
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I find likewife amcn%qthe Ancients that ingenious kind
of Conceit, which the Moderns diftinguifh by the Name
of a Rebus, that does not fink a Letter but a2 whole Word,
by fubftituting a Piture in its Place. When Cefar was
one of the Mafters of the Roman Mint, he placed the
Figure of an Elephant upon the Reverfe of the Publick
Money : the Word Ce/ar fignifying an Elephant in the
Punick Language. This was artificially contrived by
Cez/ar, becaufeit was not lawful for a private Man to
ftamp his own Figure upon the Coin of the Common-
wealth. Cicero, who was {o called from the Founder of
his Family, that was marked on the Nofe with a little
Wen like a Vetch (which is Cicer in Latin) inftead of
Marcus Tullius Cicero, order'd the Words Marcus Tul-
lius with the Figure of a Vetch at the End of ’em to be
infcrib'd on a publick Monument. This was done pro-
bably to fthew that he was neither athamed of his Name
or Family, notwithftanding the Envy of his Competitors
had often reproached him with both. In the fame
manner we read of a famous Building that was marked
in feveral Parts of it with the Figures of a Frog and a
Lizard : Thofe Words in Greek having been the Names
of the Architefts, who by the Laws of their Country
were never permitted to infcribe their own Names upon
their Works. For the fame Reafon it is thought, that
the Forelock of the Horfe in the Antique Equeftrian
Statue of Marcus Aurelius, reprefents at a diftance the
Shape of an Owl, to intimate the Country of the Sta-
tuary, who, in all probability, was an Athenian. 'This
kind of Wit, was vety much in Vogue among our own
Countrymen about an Age or two ago, who did not
pra&ife it for any oblique Reafon, as the Ancients
above-mentioned, but purely for the fake of being Witty.
Among innumerable Inftances that may be given of this
Nature, I fhall produce the Device of one Mr. Neay-
berry, as I find it mentioned by our learned Camden
in his Remains. Mr. Neavberry, to reprefent his Name
by a Pifture, hung up at his Door the Sign of a Yew

tree, that had feveral Berries upon it, and in the midit
of them a great golden N hung upon a Bough of the
I'ree, which by the Help of a litde falfe Spelling made
pp the Word N-gw-berry. :
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I fhall conclude this Topick with a Rebus, which has
been lately hewn out in Free-ftone, and ereted over two
of the Portals of Blenbeim Houfe, being the Figure of a
monftrous Lion tearing to Pieces a little Cock. For the
better underftanding of which Device, I muft acquaint
my Engli/b Reader that a Cock has the Misfortune to be
called in Latirz by the fame Word that fignifies a French-
man, as a Lion is an Emblem of the Ezg/i/5 Nation. Such
a Device in {o noble a Pile of Building looks like a Pun
in an Heroick Poem ; and I am very forry the truly in-
genious Architet would {uffer the Statuary to blemifh
his excellent Plan with fo poor a Conceit : But I hope
what I have faid will gain Quarter for the Cock, and
deliver him out of the Lion’s Paw.

I find likewife in ancient Times the Conceit of malk-
ing an Echo talk fenfibly, and give rational Anfwers.
If this could be excufable in any Writer it would be in
Owid, where he introduces the Echo as a Nymph, before
fhe was worn away into nothing but a Voice. The
learned Erafmus, tho’ a Man of Wit and Genius, has
compofed a Dialogue upon this filly kind of Device, and
made ufe of an Echo who feems to have been a very ex-
traordinary Linguift, for fhe anfwers the Perfon fhe talks
with in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, according as fhe
found the Syllables which fhe was to repeat in any of
thofe learned Languages. Hudibras, in Ridicule of this
falfe kind of Wit, has defcribed Bruin bewailing the Lofs
of his Bear to a folitary Echo, who is of great ufe to the
Poet in feveral Diftichs, as the does not only repeat after
him, but helps out his Verfe, and furnifhes him with
Rbymes.

He rag'd, and kept as beavy a Coil as
Stout Hercules for lofs of Hylas :
Forcing the Vallies to repeat

The Accents of bis ’/;!;{ R:’gré’t 3

He beat his Breafl, and tore bis Hair,
For Lofs of bis dear Crony Bear,
That Echo from the hollow Ground

His doleful Wailings did refound

More wififully, by many times,

Than in jmall Poets Splay-foat Rhymes,
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That make ber, in their rucful Stories,

To anfaver to Int rogatories,

And moft unconfcionably depofe

Things of which She nothing knows :

And awben fhe bas faid all fbe can fay,

"Tis avrefled to the Lover's Fancy.

Duoth he, O wbhither, wicked Bruin,

Art thou fled to my Echo, Ruin ?

1 thought th’ bhadt fcorn’d to budze a Step
For Fear (Quoth Echo) Marry guep.

Am not I bere to take thy Part!

Then awhat has quell'd thy ffubborn Heart ?
Hawe thefe Bones rattled, and this Head
So often in thy Quarrel bled ?

Nor did I ever avinch or grudge it,

For thy dear Sake ? (Quoth /be) Mum budget,
Think'f} thou *tawill not be laid *th’ Difb
Thou ,"1()‘)."1{/1 1/)".' Back ? Q_{Mfl) Ecbo, Pifh.
To run from thofe th badft overcome

Thus cowardly ? Quoth Echo, Mum.

But awhat a-vengeance makes thee fly

From me too as thine Enemy ?

Or if thou badft not thought of me,

Nor awhat I have endur’d for Thee,

Yet Shame and Honour might prewvail

To keep thee thus from turning Tail :

For awho «wou’d grudge to fpend bis Blood in
His Honour's Caufe ? Quoth fbe, A Pudding. C

& CRRGTEINBIT &
N® 6o. Wednefday, May 9.

Hoc eff quod palles 2 Cur quis non prandeat, Hoc eft 7
Perf. Sat. 3.

EVERAL kinds of falfe Wit that vanithed in the

refined Ages of the World, difcovered themfelves
again in the Times of Monkifh Ignorance.

A S the Monks were the Mafters of all that little Learn-

jng which was then extant, and had their whole Lives

intirely
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