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the OldTeftament in a full-bottomed Periwig; and if the 
Faíhion fhould introduce the thick kind of Wigs which 
v^ere in Vcgue fome few Years ago, he promiiés to add 
two or three fupernumerary Locks that íhall contain all 
the jpocrypha. He deíign'd this Wig originally for King 
H'illiam, having difpofed of the two Books of Kings in the 
two Forksof the Foretop ; but that glorious Monarch d)^-
ing before the Wig was finilhed, there is a Space left in it 
for the Face of any ene that has a mind to purchafe it. 

B U T to return to our ancient Poems in Pifture, I 
would humbly propofe, for the Benefit of our modem 
Smatterers in Poetry, that they would imítate their Bre-
thren among the Ancients in thofe ingenious Devices. I 
have communicated this Thought to a young Poetical 
Lover of my Acqualntance, who intends to prefcnt hia 
Miftrefs with a Copy of Verfes made in the Shape of her 
Fan 5 and, if he tells me true, has already finilhed the 
three firft Sticks of it. He has Hkewife promifed me to 
get the Meafure of his Miftrefs^ Marriage-Finger, with 
a Deíign to make a Pofy in the Faíhion of a Ring, which 
(hall cxaétly fit it. I t is fo very eafy to enlarge upon a 
good Hint, that I do notqueftion but my ingenious Rea-
tlers will apply what I have faid to many other Particu-
lars; and that we íhall fee the Town filled in a very littie 
time with Poettcal Tippets, Handkerchiefe, SnufF-Boxes, 
and the like Female Ornamcnts. I íhall therefore con-
clude with a Word of Advice to thofe admirable EngUJb 
Authors who cali themfelves Pindarick Writers, that they 
would apply themfelves to this kind of Wit without Loís 
ef Time, as being provided better than any other Poeta 
with Verfes of all Sizes and Dimenfions. C 

N® 59. ^uefday, May 8. 

Sen. Operóse Nibil agunt, 

HERE is nothing more certain than that every Man 
would be a Wit if he could, and notwithílanding 
Pcdants of a pretended Depth and Solidity are apt to 

¿ccry the Writings of a polite Author, as Ilajh and Frath^ 
ihejr 
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they all of them íhcw upon Occafion that they would 
fpare no pains to arrive at the Charaíler of thofe whom 
they fecm to defpife. For this Reafon we often find 
them endeavouring at Works of Fancy, whichcoft them 
infinite Pangs in the Produaion. The Truth of it is, a 
Man had better be a Gally-Slave than a Wit, were one to 
eain that Title by thofe Elabórate Trifles which have 
been the Inventíons of fuch Authws as wcre often Ma-
flers ofGreat Learningbut no Genius. 

I N my laft Paper I mentioned fome of thefe falle Wits 
among the Ancients, and in this íhall give the Reader 
m o or three other Species of them, that flouriíhed in 
the lame early Ages of the World. The Érft I íhall ^ro-
¿üCt&xstheLipogrammatipoTLener-droppersofAnúaai-
ty, that would take anException, without any Reafon, 
againll fome particular Ut ter inthe Alphabet, foas not to 
admit it onceinto a whole Poem. One Trypbiodorus was 
a great Maller in this kind of Writing. He compofed an 
Od^Jfry or Epick Poem on the Adventures of Vlyps, con-
fiííing of four and twenty Books, having intirely banifliod 
the L«tter A from his firft Book which, was called Altha 
(as Lucus a non lucenáo) becaufe there was not an Alpha 
in it. His fecond Book was infcribed Beta for the fame 
Reafon. In íhort, the Poet excluded the whole four and 
twenty Lctters in their turns, and fliewed them, one af-
ter another, that he could do his Bufinefs without them. 

I T m u f t have been very pleafant to have feen this 
Poet avoiding the repróbate Letter, as much as another 
would a falíe Quantity, and making his Efcape from it 
through the feveral Grtek Dialefts, when he was preíTed 
with U in any particular Syllable. For the moft apt and 
elegant Word in the whole Language was rqeíled, like 
a Diamond with a Flaw in it, if it appeared blemiíhed 
with a wrong Letter. I íhall only obferve u ^ n this Head, 
that if the Work I have here mentioned had been now ex-
tant, the OdyfeyoíTrypbhdorus, in all Probability, would 
have been oftcner quotedbyour leained Pedants, than the 
Odyffey of Homer. What a perpetual Fund would it have 
been of obfolete Words and Phrafes, unufual Barbarifms, 
and Ruílicities, abfurdSpellingsand complicated Dialeíls ? 
I make no Queílion but it would have been looked upou 
as cae of the moft valuable Treafuries of the Grí í í Tongue. 
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I find likewife amcng the Ancíents that ingeníous kíni 
of Conceit, which the Moderns diftinguifli by the Ñame 
of a Rehus, that does not fink a Letterbut a whole Word, 
by fubftitutíng a Pifture in its Place. When C^/ar wat 
one of the Mafters of the Román Mint, he placed the 
Figure of an Elephant upon the Reverfe of the Publick 
Money : the Word C^far fignifying an Elephant in the 
Punick I^nguage. This was artificially contrived by 
Cafar y becaufe it was not lawful for a prívate Man t» 
ftamp hís own Figure upon the Coin of the Common-
wcalth. Cicero, who was fo called from the Founder of 
his Family, that was marked on the Nofe with a little 
Wen like a Vetch (wliich is Cicer in Latín) inllead of 
Marcas TuWtus Cicero, order'd the Words Mar cus ful-
¡tus with the Figure of a Vetch at the End of *em to be 
infcrib'd on a publick Monument. This was done pro-
bably to fhew that he was neither aíhamed of his Ñame 
or Family, notwithftanding the Envy ofhis Competitors 
had often reproached him with both. In the fame 
manner we read of a femous Building that was marked 
in feveral Parts of it with the Figures of a Frog and a 
Uzard : Thofe Words in Gretk having been the Ñames 
of the Architeñ?, who by the Laws of their Country 
wcre never permitted to infcribe their own Ñames upon 
their Works. For the fame Reafon it is thought, that 
the Forelock of the Horfe in the Antique Equeftrian 
S tatué of Marcus Atirelius, rcprel'ents at a diftance the 
Shape of an Owl, to intímate the Country of the Sta-
tuary, who, in all probability, was an Athenian. This 
kind of Wit, was vety much in Vogue among our own 
Countrymen about an Age or two ago, who did not 
praélife it for any oblique Reafon, as the Ancient» 
above-mentioned, but purely for the fake of being Witty. 
Among innumerable Inñances that may be given of thii 
Nature, I íhall produce the Device of one Mr. Neiv-
berry, as I find it mentioncd by our learned Camden 
in his Remains. Mr. Ne^herry, to reprefent his Ñame 
by a PÍ£lure, hung up at his Door the Sign of a Yew-
tree, that had fc\'eral Berries upon it, and in the midft 
of them a great golden N hung upon a Bough of the 
Tree, which by the Help of a litüe &lfe Spelling made 
up the Word N-tnv-herry, 
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I {hall conclude this Topick with a ReBus, which has 
bccn lately hewn out in Free-ftone, and erefted over two 
of the. Portáis 6f Blenbeim Houfe, being the Figure of a 
monftrous Lion tearing to Pieces a little Cock. For the 
bctter underftanding of which Device, I muíl acquaint 
my EngUJh Reader that a Cock has the Misfortune to be 
called in Latín by the fame Word that fienifies a French-
man, as a Lion is an Emblem of the EngUJh Natíon. Such 
a Device in fo noble a Pile of Building looks like a Pun 
in an Heroick Pocm ; and I am very forry the truly in-
genious Architeft would fufFer the Statuary to blemiíh 
his excellcnt Plan with fo poor a Conccit: But I hope 
what I have laid will gain Quarter ftr the Cock, and 
deliver him out of the Lion'sPaw. 

I find likewife in ancient Times the Conceit of mak-
ing an Echo talk fenfibly, and give rational Anfwers. 
If this could be excufabíe in any Writer it would be in 
Onj'id, where he introduces the Echo as a Nymph, before 
íhe was wom away into nothing but a Voice. The 
leamed Erafmus, tho' a Man of VVit and Genius, has 
compofed a Dialogue upon this filly kind of Device, and 
made ufe of an Edio who feems to have bcen a very ex-
traordinary Linguift, for íhe anfwers tlie Perfoníhe talks 
with in Latín, Greek^ and Hebrrw, according as íhe 
fbund the Syllables which íhe was to repeat in any of 
thofe learned Languages. Hudíhras, in Ridicule of this 
felfe Idnd of Wit, has defcribed Bruín bewailing the Lofs 
of his Bear to a folitary Echo, who is of great ufe to the 
Poct in feveral Diftichs, as íhe does not onljr rcppt after 
bim, but helps out iiis Verfe, and furnilhcs him with 
Kl^mei. 

He raid, and kept as hearvy a Coil as 
Stout Hercules for lo/i of Hylas; 
Torcing the Vallíei to repeat 
*tbt Accents of bis fad Regret ; 
Jle heat hís Breaji, and tore his Hair, 
For Lofs of hís dear Crony Bear, 
That Echofrom the hollow Ground 
Jits dolrfuíIVaílings díd refound 
híore 'wijifully, hy many times, 
Ihan ín fmall Poit: Splay-fuat Rhymts^ 

That 
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*rhat make ber, in thtir rueful StoritJ, 
*To anfwerto Infrogatories, 
And mojí unconfeionahly depofe 
*rhingí of'which She nothing knovjs : 
Jnd tJubtn Jht has faid altpe can fay, 
*7ís lurejiedto tbe Lover^j Fan<y. 
^mth he, O ixbithery nuicked Bruin, 
Jrt thou fledto v^ Echo, Ruin ? 
J thought th" hadji fcorn^d to budgt a Stef 
For Fear {^oth Echo) Marry guep. 
jfm not Ihere to take tbv Part ! 
Then ^what has quelVd thy ftuhborn Heart f 
fíave thefe Bones rattUd, and this Head 
So often in thy ^arrtl hled f 
Ñor did I ever 'winch or grudze »V, 
For thy dear Sake ? [^ofh Jhe) Mum budgct,' 
Thtnk'Jl thou 't^ill not be laid etb' T>ÍJh 
*íbou turn'dfi thy Backf ^oth Echo^ PÜh. 
7o runfrom tbofe haM overcome 
7bus convardfy ? ^oth Echo, Mum. 
But 'wbat a-vengeance makes thee fij 
From me too as toine Enemy ? 
Or iftbou hadJl not thought of me, 
ÍJor nvhat I bave endur'^dfor 7hee, 
Tet Shame and Honour might prevail 
To keep thee thus from turning Tail: 
For tuho mootíd grudge to Jpend his Blood iu 
His Honour"s Caufe? ^othjhe, A Pudding. C 

N^ 6o, Wednefdayy May 9. 

Hoc eñ quod talles ? Cur auis non prandeat, Hoc eji T 
^ ^ Perf. Sat. 3. 

SE V E R A L kinds of fklfe Wit that vaniíhed in the 
refined Ages of the World, difcovered themfelve» 
again in the Times of Monkilh Ignorance. 

A S the Monks were the Mafters of ¿1 that littlc Leam-
^ g wbich was th^n extaot, and had their whole Lives 
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