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That make ber, in their rucful Stories,

To anfaver to Int rogatories,

And moft unconfcionably depofe

Things of which She nothing knows :

And awben fhe bas faid all fbe can fay,

"Tis avrefled to the Lover's Fancy.

Duoth he, O wbhither, wicked Bruin,

Art thou fled to my Echo, Ruin ?

1 thought th’ bhadt fcorn’d to budze a Step
For Fear (Quoth Echo) Marry guep.

Am not I bere to take thy Part!

Then awhat has quell'd thy ffubborn Heart ?
Hawe thefe Bones rattled, and this Head
So often in thy Quarrel bled ?

Nor did I ever avinch or grudge it,

For thy dear Sake ? (Quoth /be) Mum budget,
Think'f} thou *tawill not be laid *th’ Difb
Thou ,"1()‘)."1{/1 1/)".' Back ? Q_{Mfl) Ecbo, Pifh.
To run from thofe th badft overcome

Thus cowardly ? Quoth Echo, Mum.

But awhat a-vengeance makes thee fly

From me too as thine Enemy ?

Or if thou badft not thought of me,

Nor awhat I have endur’d for Thee,

Yet Shame and Honour might prewvail

To keep thee thus from turning Tail :

For awho «wou’d grudge to fpend bis Blood in
His Honour's Caufe ? Quoth fbe, A Pudding. C

& CRRGTEINBIT &
N® 6o. Wednefday, May 9.

Hoc eff quod palles 2 Cur quis non prandeat, Hoc eft 7
Perf. Sat. 3.

EVERAL kinds of falfe Wit that vanithed in the

refined Ages of the World, difcovered themfelves
again in the Times of Monkifh Ignorance.

A S the Monks were the Mafters of all that little Learn-

jng which was then extant, and had their whole Lives

intirely
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intirely difengaged from Bufinefs, it is no wonder that
feveral of them, who wanted Genius for higher Perfor-
mances, employed many Hours in the Compofition of
fuch Tricks in Writing as required much Time and little
Capacity. I have feen half the Z£xeid tarned into Latin
Rhymes by one of the Beaux E/prits of that dark Age ;
who fays in his Preface to it, that the Z&n»eid wanted no-
thing but the Sweets of Rhyme to make it the moft perfect
Work in its kind. I have likewife feen an Hymn in Hexa-
meters to the Virgin Mary, which filled 2 whole Book,
tho’ it confifted but of the eight following Words ;

Tot, tibi, funt, Virgo, dotes, quot, fidera, Calo.

Thou baft as many Virtues, O Virgin, as there are Stars

in Heawen,
The Poet rung the Changes upon thefe eight feveral
Words, and by that Means made his Verfes almoft as nu-
merous as the Virtues and the Stars which they celebra-
ted. It is no wonder that Men who had fo much Time
upon their Hands, did not only reftore all the antiguated
Pieces of falfe Wit, but enriched the World with Inven-
tions of their own. It was to this Age that we owe the
Produétion of Anagrams, which is nothing eife but a
Tranfmutation of one Word into another, or the turn-
ing of the fame Set of Letters into different Words ;
which may change Night into Day, or Black intoWhite,
if Chance, who is the Goddefs that prefides over thefe
Sorts of Compofition, fhall fo diret. I remember a
witty Author, in Allufion to this Kind of Writing, calls
his Rival, who (it feems) was diftorted, and had his Limbs
fet in Places that did not properly belong to them, 7be
Anagram of a Man.

WHEN the Anagrammatift takes a Name to work
upon, he confiders it at firft asa Mine not broken up,
which will not thew the Treafure it contains till he fhall
have fpent many Hours in the Search of it: For it is his
Bufinefs to find out one Word that conceals it felf in ano-
ther, and to examine the Letters in all the Variety of Sta-
tions in which they can Poffibly be ranged. I have heard
of a Gentleman who, when this Kind of Wit was in
fathion, endeavoured to gain his Miftrefs’s Heart by it.
$he was one of the fineft Women of her Age, and known

by
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by the Name of the Lady Mary Boon. The Lover not
being able to m: 1keany t]mm of Mary, by certain Liberties
1nmu2‘<.d to this kind of W ntmg cun\crtcd it into Mol/;

and after having fhut himfelf up for halfa Year, with in-
defatigable In dumy p;o« iced an Anagram. Upon the
prc{ nting it to his Miftrefs, who was a little vexed in
her Heart to fee her felf degraded into Mo// Boon, {he told
him, to his infinite burpmc, that he had miftaken her

Sirname, for that it was not Boon but Bobun.

Pps 2Lt

Efufus labor

The Lover was_thunder-firuck with his Mi sfortune, in-
fomuch that in alittle 'l'f.r,w after he loft his Senfes, which
indeed had been very much impaired by that continual
Application he had given to his Anagram.

I'H E Acroftick was probably inv Lnrchhout the fame
time with the Anagram, tho’ it is impoffible to decide
whether the Inventor of the one or the other were the
greater Blockhead. The Simple Acroftick is nothing b Jt
the Name or Title of a Perfon or Thing made out of th
initial Letters of {everal Ver{es, and by that Means wri t-
ten, after the Manner of the Chinefe, ina perpendicula
Line. But befides thefe there are Compound Acrofticks,
when the principal Letters ftand two or three deep. I
have feen fome of them where the Verfes have not only
been edged by a Name at each Extremity, but have had
the fame Name running down like a Seam through the
Middle of the Poem.

THERE is another near Relation of the Anagrams
and Acrofticks,which is commonly called a Chronogram.
& 1is kind of Wit appears very often on many modern
Medals, efpecially thofe of Germany, when they reprefent
in the Imcnmmn the Year in which they were coined.
‘Thus we {eeona Medal of Guflavus Ado /, hus the follow-
ing Words, CarIsTVs DuX erco TrIVMeuVs,
If you take the Pains to pick the Figures ot it of the feve-

ral Words, and range them in their proper Order, you
WJ’I find the‘ ‘l'nOU".. to M DC\\ VVII, or 1627, the
xwr in which the Medal was ftamped : Ior as {fome of

the Letters diftinguifh the n'c]v s from the reft, and over-
top their F ,xlu.x., they are to be confidered in a double
Capacity,
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Capacity, both as Lettersand as Figures. Y our laborious
(m man Wits will turn over a w ho e Ditionary for one
of thefe ingenious Devices. A Man would think they
were {e: udnm after an apt claffical Term, but inf ftead of
that they are ]nOLm(r out a Word that has an L, an M, or
aDinit. When Lhcrefor(. we meet with any of thcfc
Infcriptions, we are not fo much to look in ’em for the
lhou-r..r as for the Year of the Lord.

T HE Bouts Rimez werethe Favourites of the French
Nation for a whole Age together, and that at a Time
when it abounded in Wit .znl Learning. They were a
Lift of Words that rhyme to one another, drawn up by
another Hand, and given to a Poet, who was to make a
Poem to the Rhy mes in the fame Order that they were
placed upon the L 1l : The more uncommon the Rhymes
were, the more extraordinary was the Genius of the
Poet that could accommodate his Verfes to them. I do
not know any greater Inftance of the Decay ()f Wit and
Learning among the French (which generally follows
the J,lxl‘.:‘!l n of Empire) *f". n the endeav r)uxu 1g to re-
ftore this tw‘ ‘1 Lx d of Wi If the Reader will be at
the Trouble to fee Example A(ft. let him look into the
new Mercure Galant ; where the Author every Month
givesa Lilt o f Rhymes to be fille d up by the Inge nious,
i order to be communicated to "w""m ick.in the Mer-
cure for the fucceeding Month. 'That for the Month of

(& ]
Nowember laft, which now lies before me, is as follows.

(a)

PRCT g a5 Nl DEURS JBpb s I Y TOI & N . Lauriers
........................... Guerriers
S slnalinie sk ¢ Haawe Fieme wgy oS el « Mufette
................. ceevceve-==a== Lifette

R il @ SIS o P e aie Sieln P e Cefars
............................ Etendars
------------------ s =nniene FHonlette
---------------------------- - Folette

One would be amazed to fee {o learned a Man as Merage
talking ferioufly on this Kind of Trifle in the following
Paflage.

MO NSIEUR
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MO NSIEUR de la Chambre bas told me, that he

péver hnew avhat be avas going toawrite awhen be took
bis Pen into bis Hand 3 but 1 Lat one Sentence always pro-
duced another. For my own part, I newver kneaw awhat ]
ﬂ'o:u’:! aurite mext when I «was 7/11.',('1'.'1g Ve rfes. In the
Sfirft Place I got all my Rbymes together, and was after-
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ene Day fheawed Monficur | sombaud & (.’om}“o/frim of this
Nature. in awhich among others Ihad made ufe of the

Sour following Rhymes, Xv)nr}'l.h, Phillis, Marne, Arne,
defiring him to give me bis Opinion of it. He told me im-
mediately, that my Verfes were good for nothing. And
upon my a. fon, he faid, Becaufe the Rbymes
are tos common 3 and for that Reafon eafy to be put into
Verfe.  Marry, fays 1, if it be fo, I am very well re-
wwarded for all the Pains Ihawve been at. But by Monficur
Gombaud’s Leawe, notwithflanding the Severity of the
Criticifm, the Verfes avere good. Vid. MENAGIANA.
Thus far the learned Menage, whom 1 have tranflated
Word for Word.

THE firft Occafion of thefe Bouts Rimex made them
in fome Manner excufable, as they were Tasks which the
French Ladies ufed to impofe on their Lovers. But when
a grave Author, like him above-mentioned, tasked him-
felf, could there be any thing more ridiculous ? Or would
not one be apt to believe that the Author played booty,
and did not make his Lift of Rhymes till he had finifhed
his Poem ?

I fhall only add, that this Piece of falfe Wit has been
finely ridiculed by Monfieur Sarafin, in a Poem enti-
tuled, La Defaite des Bouts-Rimez, The Rout of the
Bouts-Rimez.

I muft fubjoin to this laft kind of Wit the double
Rhymes, whichare ufed in Doggerel Poetry, and gene-
rally applauded by ignorant Readers. If the Thought of
the Couplet in fuch Compofitions is good, the Rhyme
adds little to it ; and if bad, it will not be in the Power
of the Rhyme to recommend it. I am afraid that great
Numbers of thofe who admire the incomparable Hudi-
bras, do it more on account of thefe Doggerel Rhymes
than of the Parts that really deferve Admuration. I am

fure I have heard the
Pulpit,
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Pulpit, Drum Ecclefiafiick,
Was beat awith Fift inflead of a Stick.

and

There was an ancient fage Philofopher
Who had read Alexander Rofs over.

more frequently quoted, than the fineft Pieces of Wit in

the whole Poem, / C
J "\‘\
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Non equidem fludeo, bullatis at mihi nugs -
Pagina turgefcat, dare pondus idonea fumo. Perf,

HERE is no kind of falfe Wit which has been fo

recommended by the Praétice ofall Ages, as that

which confifts in a Jingle of Words, and is com-
prehended under the general Name of Punning. Itis in-
deed impofiible to kill 2 Weed, which the Soil has a na-
tural Difpofition to produce. The Seeds of Punning are
in the Minds of all Men, and tho’ they may be fubdued
by Reafon, Reflexion, and good Senfe, they will be ve-
ry apt to fhoot up in the greateft Genius, that is not bro-
ken and cultivated by the Rules of Art. Imitation is na-
tural to us, and when it does not raife the Mind to Poe-
try, Painting, Mufick, or other more noble Arts, it often
breaks out in Punns and Quibbles.

ARISTOTLE, in the Eleventh Chapter of his Book
of Rhetorick, defcribes two or three kinds of Punns,
which he calls Paragrams, among the Beauties of good
Writing, and produces Inftances of them out of fome of
the greateft Authors in the Greet Tongue. Cicero has
fprinkled feveral of his Works with Punns, and in his
Book where he lays down the Rules of Oratory, quotes
abundance of Sayings as Pieces of Wit, which alfo upon
Examination prove arrant Punns. But the Age in which
sbe Pynu chiefly flourifhed, was the Reign of King 7 ames

the






