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*rhat make ber, in thtir rueful StoritJ, 
*To anfwerto Infrogatories, 
And mojí unconfeionahly depofe 
*rhingí of'which She nothing knovjs : 
Jnd tJubtn Jht has faid altpe can fay, 
*7ís lurejiedto tbe Lover^j Fan<y. 
^mth he, O ixbithery nuicked Bruin, 
Jrt thou fledto v^ Echo, Ruin ? 
J thought th" hadji fcorn^d to budgt a Stef 
For Fear {^oth Echo) Marry guep. 
jfm not Ihere to take tbv Part ! 
Then ^what has quelVd thy ftuhborn Heart f 
fíave thefe Bones rattUd, and this Head 
So often in thy ^arrtl hled f 
Ñor did I ever 'winch or grudze »V, 
For thy dear Sake ? [^ofh Jhe) Mum budgct,' 
Thtnk'Jl thou 't^ill not be laid etb' T>ÍJh 
*íbou turn'dfi thy Backf ^oth Echo^ PÜh. 
7o runfrom tbofe haM overcome 
7bus convardfy ? ^oth Echo, Mum. 
But 'wbat a-vengeance makes thee fij 
From me too as toine Enemy ? 
Or iftbou hadJl not thought of me, 
ÍJor nvhat I bave endur'^dfor 7hee, 
Tet Shame and Honour might prevail 
To keep thee thus from turning Tail: 
For tuho mootíd grudge to Jpend his Blood iu 
His Honour"s Caufe? ^othjhe, A Pudding. C 

N^ 6o, Wednefdayy May 9. 

Hoc eñ quod talles ? Cur auis non prandeat, Hoc eji T 
^ ^ Perf. Sat. 3. 

SE V E R A L kinds of fklfe Wit that vaniíhed in the 
refined Ages of the World, difcovered themfelve» 
again in the Times of Monkilh Ignorance. 

A S the Monks were the Mafters of ¿1 that littlc Leam-
^ g wbich was th^n extaot, and had their whole Lives 
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íntirely difcngaged from Bufinefs, ¡t is no wonder that 
feveral of them, who wanted Genius for higher Perfor-
mances, employed many Hours in the Compofition of 
fuch Tricks in Wriiingasrequiredmuch Time and littie 
Capacíty. I have feen half úvtuEneid turned ínto Lati» 
Rhymcs by one of thé Beaux Efprits of that darle Age; 
who lays inhis Preface toit, that the jüneid wanted no-
thing but the Sweets of Rhyrae to make it the moft perfeft 
Wo5:in itskind. I havelikcwifefecnanHymn inHexa-
meters to the Virgin A/ary, which filled a whole Book, 
iho' it coníilled but of the eight following Words; 

Tot, tibí, funt. Virgo, dotes, quoí, fidera. Cáelo. 

Thou hajl as many Virtues, O Virgin, astbere are $tars 
in He aven. 
The Poet rung the Changes upon thefe eight feveral 
Words, and by that Means made his Verfes almoft as nu-
merous as the Vírtues and the Stars which they celebra-
ted. It is no wonder that Men who had fo mach Time 
upon their Hands, did not only reftore all the antiquated 
Pieces of falfe Wit, but enriched the World with Inven-
tions of their own. It was to this Age that we owe the 
Produtlion of Anagrams, which is nothing eife but a 
Tranfmutation of one Word into another, or the turn-
ing of the fame Set of Letters into different Words t 
which maychange Níght into Day,or Black intoWhite, 
if Chance, who is the Goddefs that prefides over thefe 
Sorts of Compofition, íhall fo direft. I remember a 
witty Author, in Allufion to this Kind ofWriting, calis 
his Rival, who (it feems) was diftorted, and hadhisLámbs 
Ict in Places that did not properly belong to them, 7he 
jina^ram of a Man. 

W H E N the Anagrammatiíl takes a Ñame to work 
upon, he confiders it at firft as a Mine not broken up, 
which will not íhew the Treafure it contains till he ftial! 
have fpent many Hours in theSearch of i t : For it is his 
Bufinefs to find out one Word that conceals it felf in ano-
ther, and to examine the Letters in all the Variety of Sta-
tions in which they can Poffibly be raneed. I have heard 
of a Gentleman who, when this Kind cf Wit was in 
faíhion, endeavoured to gain his Miftrefs's Heart by it. 
She was one of the fineft Women of her Age» and knowa 
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by thc Nameof the hió^yMary Boon. The Lover not 
being able to make any thing ofMary, by certain Libertiet 
indijged to this kind of Writing converted it inte MoU; 
and after having fliut hirafelf up for halfa Year, with in-
defatigable Induftry produced an Anagram. Upon the 
prefenting it to his Miftrefs, who was a littie vexed in 
fier Heart to fce her felf degradad into MoU Boon, íhe told 
him, to his infinite Surprife, that he had miíUken her 
Símame, for that it was not Boon but Bohun. 

Ibi omnis 
Effufus labor-

The Lover was,thunder-ílruck wíthhis Misfortune, in-
fomuch that in a littie Time after he loft his Senfes, which 
indeed had been vcry much impaired by that continual 
Application he had given to his Anagram. 

T H K Acroftick wasprobabiyinventedaboutthefame 
time with the Anagram, tho* it is impoflible to decide 
whether the Inventor of the one or the other were the 
grcater Blockhead. The Simple Acroftick is nothingbut 
the Ñame or Title of a Perfon or Thing made out of the 
initial Lettersof feveral Verfes, and by that Meanswrít-
ten, aftcr the Manner of the Chine fe, in a perpendicular 
Line. But befides thefe there are Compound Acrofticks, 
when the principal Letters ftand two or three deep. I 
have feen fome of them where the Verfes have not only 
becn edged by a Ñame at each Extremity, but have had 
the fame Ñame running down like a Seam through the 
Middle of the Poem. 

T H E R E is another near Relation of the Anagrami 
and Acrofticks,which is commonly called a Chronogram. 
This kind of Wit appears very often on many modem 
Mcials, efpecially thofe of Germany, when they repreíenC 
in the Infcription the Year in which they were coined. 
Thus we fee on a Mcdal of Gujlavus Aáolphus thc follow-
ing Words, C H R I S T V S DuX E R O O T R I V M P H V S . 
l í you take the Pains to pick the Figures out of the feve-
ral Words, and range them in their proper Order, yon 
will find they amount to M D C X V V V I I , or 1627, the 
Year in which the Mcdal was ftamped: Por as fome of 
the Letters dilHnguiíh themfelves-from the reft, and over-
top their Fdlows> they are to be conüdered in a double 

Capacity, 
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Capacity, both as Letters and as Figures. Your laborious 
Germán Wits will turn over a whole Diñionary for one 
of thcfe in^enious Devices. A Man would think they 
were fearchmg after an apt clafllcal Term, but inftead of 
that they are looking out a Word that has an L, an M, or 
a D in it. When therefore we meet with any of thefe 
Infcriptions, we are not fo much to look in 'em for the 
Thought, as for the Year of the Lord. 

T H E Bouts Rimetc weretheFavourites of the Frencb 
Nation for a whole Age together, and that at a Time 
when it abounded in Wit and Learning. They were a 
Lift of Words that rhyme to one another, drawn up by 
another Hand, and given to a Poet, who was to mate a 
Poem to the Rhymes in the fame Order that they were 
placed upon the Lift ; The more uncommon the Rhymes 
were, the more extraordinary was the Genius of the 
Poet that could accommodate hís Verfes to thcm. I do 
not know any greater Inftance of the Decay of Wit and 
Learning among the Frencb (which generally followi 
the Declenfion of Empire) than the endeavouring to re-
fiere this fooliíh kind of Wit. If the Reader will be at 
the Trouble to fee Examples of it, let him look into the 
new Mercure Galant; where the Author every Month 
givesa Lift of Rhymes to be filled upby the Ingenious, 
3n order to be communicated to the Publick in the Mer-
cure for the fucceeding Month. That for the Month of 
í^ovember laft, which now lies before me, is as follows. 

Lauriers 
Guerriert 

Mufetu 
Lifettt^ 

Cefars 
Etendars 
Houiette 

Folette 

One would be amazed to fce fo learned a Man as Menage 
talking feriouíly on thiji Kind of Trifle in the following 
Paflagc. 

MO NSIEUR 
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'236 Y ^ Í S P E C T A T ' O R , " N»6O; 
MONSIEUR de la Chambre ias told me, that he 

fiever kneiu ivhat be wm going toivrite luhen he took 
hts Pen into hit Hand; but fkat one Sentence aliuays pro-
duced another. For my tyiv» ; nrt, 1 never kne'W'u:hat 1 

Jhould ivrite next 'iuhen 1 'was making Verfes. In the 
f r j l Place Igot all my Rbymes together, and'was after' 
nxardí ferhaps three orfour Montbs in filling them up. I 
0ne DayPeiucd Monjicur Gombaud a Compofition of thit 
Na ture, in tvhicb amotig othcrs I had made ufe of the 

four folios ing Rbymesy Amaryllis, Phillis, Mame, Ame, 
dejiring him to give me bis Opinión of it. He told me im-
mediately, that my Verfes ivere good for nothing. Ani 
upon my atiing bis Reafon, he faid, Becaufe the Rhymet 
ere tol cotnmon ; and for that Reajon eafy to be put ints 
Verft. Marri, fa\s / , if it be fo, J am'verywell re-
nvardedfor aíl the Pains Iha've been at. But by Moiifteur 
Gombaud'/ Leave, notivitbftandin^ the Severity oftbe 
Criticifm, the Verfes n-eregood. Vid. M E N A G I A N A . 
Thus fár the learncd Menage, whom I have tranflated 
Word for Word. 

T H E firíl Occafion of thefe Bouts Rime% made them 
in fome Manner excufable, as they were Tasks which the 
Trench Ladies ufed to impofe on their Lovers. But when 
a grave Author, like hím above-mentioned, tasked him-
felf, could there be any thing more ridiculous ? Or would 
not one be apt to believe that the Author played booty, 
and did not make his Lift of Rhymes till he had íinilhed 

I ^ í S only add, that this Piece of falfe Wit has been 
finely ridiculed by Monfieur Sarafin, in a Poem enti-
tuled, La Defaite des Bouts-Rimez, The Rout of the 
Bouts-Rimex. 

I muft fubjoin to this laft kind of Wit the double 
R h y m e s , which are ufed in Doggerel Poetry, and gene-
rally applauded by ignorant Readers. If the Thought of 
the Couplet in fuch Compofitions is good, the Rhyme 
adds little to i t ; and if bad, it will not be in the Power 
of the Rhyme to recommend it. I am afraid that great 
Numbers of thofe who admire the incomparable Hudi-
braty do it more on account of thefe Doggerel Rhymes 
than of the Parts that really deferve Admiration. I am 
furc I have heard the ^ , . 

Pulpltf 
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Pulpit, Drum Ecclejiajiick, 
Wat beat ^with Fiji injiead of a Stici. 

^27 

and 

"Thtre luas an ancient fage Pbilofopher 
Who had read Alexander Rofs over. 

more frequently quoted, than the iineft Pieces of in 
the whole Poem. / c f c i . C 

«5-' • 

N® 6r. Tuefdayy May lo. 

Non equidem jludeo, hullatis at mihi nuga 
Pagina turgefcat^ daré pondus idónea fumo. Perf. 

1 

^ H E R E :s no kind of felfe Wit which has been (o 
recommended by the PraéVice ofall Ages, as that 
which confifts in a Jingle of Words, and is com-

prchcnded undcr the general Ñame of Punning. I t is in-
deed impoflible to kill a Wced, which the Soil has a na-
tural Difpofition to produce. The Seeds of Punningarc 
in the Minds of all Men, and tho' they may be fubdued 
by Reafon, Reflexión, and good Senfe, they will be ve-
ry apt to íhoot up in che greateft Genius, that is not bro-
keii and cultivated by the Rules of Art. Imitation is na-
tural to US, and when it does not raife the Mind to Poe-
try, Painting, Mufick, or other more noble Arts, it oftcn 
breaks out in Punnsand Quibbles. 

JRISTOTL E, in the Eleventh Chapter of his Book 
of Rhetorick, defcribes twp or three kinds of Punns, 
which he calis Paragrams, among the Beauties of good 
Writing, and produces Inftances of them out of fome of 
the greateft Authors in the Greek Tongue. Cicero has 
fprinkied feveral of his Works with Punns, and in hÍ3 
Book where he la^s down the Rules of Orator)', quotes 
abundance of Saymgs as Picccs of ^Vitj which alio upen 
Examination prove arraiit Punns. Butthe Age in which 
the Punn chiefty flouriílicd, >Yas theReign ofKing J a m u 

th< 
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