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Pulpit, Drum Ecclejiajiick, 
Wat beat ^with Fiji injiead of a Stici. 
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"Thtre luas an ancient fage Pbilofopher 
Who had read Alexander Rofs over. 

more frequently quoted, than the iineft Pieces of in 
the whole Poem. / c f c i . C 
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Non equidem jludeo, hullatis at mihi nuga 
Pagina turgefcat^ daré pondus idónea fumo. Perf. 
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^ H E R E :s no kind of felfe Wit which has been (o 
recommended by the PraéVice ofall Ages, as that 
which confifts in a Jingle of Words, and is com-

prchcnded undcr the general Ñame of Punning. I t is in-
deed impoflible to kill a Wced, which the Soil has a na-
tural Difpofition to produce. The Seeds of Punningarc 
in the Minds of all Men, and tho' they may be fubdued 
by Reafon, Reflexión, and good Senfe, they will be ve-
ry apt to íhoot up in che greateft Genius, that is not bro-
keii and cultivated by the Rules of Art. Imitation is na-
tural to US, and when it does not raife the Mind to Poe-
try, Painting, Mufick, or other more noble Arts, it oftcn 
breaks out in Punnsand Quibbles. 

JRISTOTL E, in the Eleventh Chapter of his Book 
of Rhetorick, defcribes twp or three kinds of Punns, 
which he calis Paragrams, among the Beauties of good 
Writing, and produces Inftances of them out of fome of 
the greateft Authors in the Greek Tongue. Cicero has 
fprinkied feveral of his Works with Punns, and in hÍ3 
Book where he la^s down the Rules of Orator)', quotes 
abundance of Saymgs as Picccs of ^Vitj which alio upen 
Examination prove arraiit Punns. Butthe Age in which 
the Punn chiefty flouriílicd, >Yas theReign ofKing J a m u 
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the Firft. That leamed Monarch was himfelf a tolerable 
Punller, and made very few Biíhops or Privy-Coun-
fellors that had not fome time or other fignalized them-
felves by a Clinch, or a Conundrum. I t was thcrefore in 
this Age that the Punn appeared wíth Pomp and Higni-
ty. I t had before been admitted into merry Spceches 
and ludicrous Compofitions, but was now delivered with 
great Gravity from the Pulpit, or pronoanced in the moft 
íolemnmannerattheCouncil-Table. The greateft Aa-
thors, in their moft ferious Works, made frequent ufe of 
Punns. The Sermons of Biíhop Andre'-jji, and the Tra-
gediesof are full of them. TheSinnerwas 

punned into Repentance by the former, as in the latter 
nothing is more ufual than to fee a Hero weeping and 
q^uibbling for a dozen Lines together. 

I mult add to thefe great Authorities, which feem to 
have given a kind of Sanftion to this Piece of falfe Wit, 
that al! the Writersof Rhetorick have treated ofPunníng 
with very great Refpeél, and divided the feveral kínds of 
it into hard Ñames, that are reckoned among the Figures 
of Speech, and recommended as Ornaments in Difcourfe. 
I remember a Country Schoolmafter of my Acquain-
tance told me once, that he had been in Company with a 
Gentleman whom he looked upon to be the gi^teft Pa-
ragrammatif t^ong theModcrns. Upon Inquiry,! found 
my learned Friend had dined that Day with Mr. Snuan^ 
the famous Punfter; and defiring him to give me fome 
Account of Mr. Snuav's Converiation, he told me that he 
generally talked in the Paranomajtay that he fomedmes 
gave into the Phce^ but that in his humble Opinión he 
íhined moft in the Antanaclafis. 

I mull not here omit, thata famous Univerfity of this 
Land was formerly very much infeñed with Punns; 
but whether or no this might not arife from the Fens and 
Marfhes in which it was fituated, and which are now 
«irair.ed, ImuftleavetotheDeterminatlonof moreskilful 
Katuralifts. 

A F T E R this Ihort Hiftory of Punning, one would 
wonder how it íhould be fo entirely baniíhed out of the 
Ix*amed World, as it is at prefcnt, efpecially fmce it had 
found a Place in the Writings of the moft ancient Pó-
lice Authors. To account íor this we muft confider, 

thac 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



THE S P E C T A T O R . 2 3 9 
that the firft Race of Authors, who were tlie great 
Hcroes in Writing, were deílitute of all Rules and Arts 
of Criticifm; and for that Reafon, though theyexcel la-
ter Wríters in Greatnefs of Genius, they íall íhori of 
them in Accuracy and Corrcdnefs. The Modems cannot 
reach their Beautíes, but can avoid their Imperfc£ticns. 
When the World was fumiíhed withthefe Authors of the 
firft Eminence, there grew up another Set of Writers, 
who gained ihemfelves a Reputatíon by the Remarle» 
which they ntade on the Works of thofe who preceded 
them. It was one of the Employments of thefe Secon-
dary Authors, to diftinguiíh the feveral kinds of Wit by 
Terms of Art, and to confider them as more or lefs per-
feft, accordine as they were founded inTruth. Xt íj no 
wonder therefore, that cven fuch Authors as Ifocratts, 
PlatOyVCÁ Cicero, Ihouldhavefuchlittle Blemííhesas are 
not to be met with in Authors of a much inferior Cha-
rafter, who have written fince thofe feveral Blemiíhes 
were difcovered. I do not find that there was a proper 
Separation made between Punns and truc Wit by any of 
the Ancient Authors, except ^intilian and Longinus. But 
when this Diftinftion was once fettled, it was very natu-
ral for all Men of Senfe to agree in it. As for the Re-
vival of this fálfe Wit, it happened about the time of the 
Revival of Letters; but as foon as it was once deteílcd, 
it immediately vaniftied and difappeared. At the fame 
time there is no queftion, but as it has funk in one Age 
and rofe in another, it will again recover it felf in fome 
diflant Period of Time, as Pedantry and Ignorance íhall 

Írevail upon Wit and Senfe. And, to fpeak the Truth, 
do very much apprehend, by fome of the laft Winter^s 

Produftions, which had their Sets of Admirers, that our 
Poílerity will in a few Years degenerate into a Race of 
Punílers: At leaft, a Man may be very excufable for any 

.Apprehenfionsof this kind, that has feen hand-
ed about the Town with great Secrecy and Applaufe; 
to which I muft alfo add a littie Epigram called the Witchts 
Praycr^ that fcll into Verfe when it was read cither back-
ward or forward, excepting only that it Curfed oneway 
and BIcíTed the other. When one fees there are aftually 
fuch Pains-takers among our BritifiiWiis, who can tell 
whai It may end in ? If we muft Laíh one another, let it 

be 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



2 4 0 The S P E C T A T O R , N®6«: 

be with the manly Strokes of Wit and Satyr; for I am 
of the oíd Philofopher's Opinión, That if I mull fufter 
from one or the other, I wou'd rather it íhould be from 
the Paw of a Lion, than the Hoof of an Afs. I do noc 
fpeak this out of any Spirit of Party. There is a molí 
crying Dulnefs on Ixjth Sides. I have feen Tory Acrofiicks 
and Whig Anagrams, and do not quarrel with either of 
them, bccaufe ther are Whigs or lories, but becaufe they 
are .iragrams aiiá Acrojiicks. 

Bü'i" toretum to Punning. Having purfued theHif-
tory of a Pun, from its Original to its Downfel, I íhall 
here define it to be a Conceit arifing from the ufe of t\vo 
Words that agree in the Sound, but differ in the Senfe. 
The only way therefore to try a Piece of Wit, is to tranf-
late it into a difFerent Language: If it bears the Teft, you 
may pronounce it true; but if it vaniíhes in the Experi-
ment you may conclude it to have been á Pun. In fliort, 
one may fay of a Pun as the Countryman dcfcribed his 
Nightingale, that it is mx fr/eterea tiihil, a Sound, and 
notning but a Sound. On the contrary, one may repre-
fent true Wit by the Defcription which Ariflinetus makes 
of a fine Woman, when Ihe is drejfed íhe is Beautifül, 
when íhe is undreffed íhe is Beautlful; Or, as Mercerus 
has tranílated it more Emphatically, Induitur, formo/a 
ejl: Exuitury ipfa forma eji. C 

62. Frida)% May 11. 

Scribendi recle Sapere eji íff principtum Ííf /ons. Hor. 

MR. Locke has an admirable Reflexión upon the dif-
ference of Wit and Judgmcnt, whercby he en» 
dcavours to íhew the Reafon why they are not 

always the Talents of the fame Perfon. His Words are 
as foliow : And henee, perhaps, may be given fome Reafon 
$f that cotnmon Obferiat'ton, That Men vjko have agreat 
jeahf WitandpromptMemorieSfha'venotal-iuaysthe clear' 

Judgmcnt, or detpeft Reafon. For Pf 'it lying moji in the 
Ujftmluigeof Ideas, andputting ¡bofe together'v.ithíiluiclf 
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