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be with the manly Strokes of Wit and Satyr; for I am
of the old Philofopher’s Opinion, That if I muft iuﬂ'c'r

from one or the other, I would rather it thould be from
the Paw of a Lion, t ‘ loof of an Afs. 1 do not
{peak this out of Spirit of Party. There is a moft
crying Dulnefs on both Sides. I have feen Tory Aerofticks
and Wi Inagrams, and do not quarrel with either of
them, becaufe they are e Whi irs or Tories, but becaufe they

are .Aragrams and /Lm/fu[r

BU'L" to return to Punning. Having purfued the Hif-
tory of a Pun, from its ()nulnl to its Downfal, 1 fhall
here define it to be a Conceit arifing from the ufe of two
Words that agree in the Sound, but differ in the Senfe.
The only way therefore to try a Piece of Wit, is to tran{-
late it into a different Language : If it bears the Teft, you
may pronounce it true ; but if it vanifhes in the E xperi-
ment you may conclude it to have been 4 Pun. In fhort,
one may fay of a Pun as the Countryman defcribed his
Nightingale, that it is wox & preterea nibil,a Sound, and
nothing but a Sound. On the contrary, one may repre-
fent true Wit by the Defcription which 4riflinetus makes
of a fine Woman, when fhe is dreffed fhe is Beautiful,
when fhe is undrefJed fhe is Beautiful: Or, as Mercerus
has tranflated it more Emphatically, I)zduztur, Sormofa

eff: Exuitur, ipfa forma efl.

Scribendi recié Sapere eff &5 principium & fons. Hor.

R. Locke has an admirable Reflexion upon the dif-
ference of Wit and Judgment, whereby he en-
deavours to fhew the Reafon why they are not

always the Talents of the fame Perfon. His Words are
s follow : 4nd hence, perhaps, may be given fome Reafon
yf that common Obfervation, That Men who hawve a great
dealof Wit and prompt \u’)}.m ies,have not always the clear-
¢fi Fudgment, or de c/p/i Reajon. For Wit lying moft in the
'v/ uululo: .f]ucl;., an /m‘nﬂg .‘w/‘ tamf/'u ;wt/J "ul k-
/u"“
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wwefs and Variety,awl
7 »
Cu“nuz“,,./)tu 2y Lo make ,4’7/) eaja .‘/".x..'/)' 'S G
o
ble / 1f'/ 25 in the Fan y 3 71. rment, on the c ‘1’/'/',':', H:
quite on the other S.‘;I'{.’, in /;/w arating carefully one from
another, ldeas awherein can be found t .‘1:»",.‘1/.'/ erence,
B s ¥ N'e . P e
t» ereby to avoid t’u" 1g mif-led oy Similitude, and by . 4f
> .

'1°C1 72 can b"ﬁ-”’ l/;"' _’?r’r':"’ 7

Jinity to take ene thing for anothes ‘7,'.'1 .'5 a Way o of
proceeding quite fof")n;} to A.[aa‘;} a /,/,/, 7 3

‘L'/z)t’?’ f?/ the 7N/t part, lies that I‘)zll)f. inment u':_i
& /‘(szt)j of Wit w 'zu" frrikes /} ively on th ]"/:f;\',
and is th rn,f‘zufj accept. able to al /] People.

THISis, I thnl\ the Ld ind "1”(1 P hilofophical Ac-
count that l haveever met with of Wit, w hich generally,
though not always, confiits in J-"h a Refemb! 'v‘c’r‘,:uf
< uwxmt\ of Ideas as this Author mentions. I {hall on-
Iy add to it , by way of Explanation, That ey ery R
blance of Id(.’.ﬁ is not that \*.} ich we call Wit, unlefs
be fuch an one that gives ’), tight and Surprife to the Rea
der : Thefe two P: roperties {eem eflential to Wit, more
particularly the laft of them. In order therefore that the

Refemblance in the Ideas be W u, it 1% n '"-”L. ry 1I| the
Ideas thould not lie too n ! ] re of

things ; for where the I,;;;-_z.' { t gives no
Surprife. To compare one Man’s Si; uiwr to that of
other, or to repru*r*. the Whitenefs of"w Obj

that of Milk and Snow, or the V ariety of its Colour:
thofe of the Rainbx W, cannot be called Wit it, unlefs |
fides. this obvious R L'x“ ‘ml ance, there be fom
Con("‘ y difcovered m the two [deas that ;
mnv o ‘} e Reader fome S xrp' fe. Th

1

s, the Bofom of hi _’1 trefs 1s as white as Sy
1s no Wit in the Con 3 ﬂ’l,bu when he ad with ;
b:}il. that 1t 1s as cold t(),. it then grow sinto Wit. Eve-
ry Reader’'s Memory may fup pLy ith i

)
Inftances of the fame Nature. For
militudes in Heroick Poets, who ¢
the Mind with « great Conceptions,

L2l 10
fuch as are new and "h rifing, have feld

in them that can be called \» it. Mr. L,-i\ Account of
Wit, with this thort Explanation, comprehends moft of
the Srecies of Wit, as Meta phors, Similitudes, Al'egories
TR AR 54
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dramatick Writings, Burlefque, and all the Methods of
Allufion : As there are many other Pieces of Wit, (how
remote foever they may appear at firft Sight from the
foregoing Defcription) which upon Examination will
be found to agree with it.

AS true Wit generally confifts in this Refemblance and
Congruity of Ideas, falfe Wit chiefly confifts in the Re-
femblance and Congruity fometimes of fingle Letters, as
in Anagrams, Chronograms, Lipograms, and Acrofticks:
Sometimes of Syllables,as in Echosand Doggerel Rhymes :
Sometimes of Words, as in Puns and Qu:bbles; and
fometimes of whole Sentences or Poems, calt into the
Figures of Eggs, Axes or dltars: Nay, fome carry the
Notion of Wit fo far, as to afcribe it even to external Mi-
mickry ; and to look upon a Manasan ingenious Perfon,
that can refemble the Tone, Pofture, or Face of another.

A S true Witconfifts in the Refemblance of Ideas,and
falfe Wit in the Refemblance of Words, according to the
foregoing Inftances ; there is another kind of Wit which
confifts partly in the Refemblance of Ideas, and partly in
the Refemblance of Words : which for Diftinétion Sake
I fhall call mix¢ Wit. This kind of Wit is that which
abounds in Cow/ey, more than in any Author that ever
wrote. Mr. Waller has likewife agreat deal of it. Mr. Dry-
den is very fparing init. Miltor had a Genius much above
it. Spencer 1s in the fame Clafs with Mjilton. 'The lta-
Jians, evenin their Epic Poetry, are full of it. Monfieur
Boileau, who formed himfelf upon the Ancient Poets, has
every where rejected it with Scorn. If we look after
mixt Wit among the Greek Writers, we fhall find it no
where but in the Epigrammatifts. Thereare indeed fome
Strokes of it in the little Poem afcribed to Mu/zus, which
by that, as well as many other Marks, betrays it felf to
be a modern Compofition. If we look into the Latiz
Writers, we find none of this mixt Wit in Virgi/, Lucre-
tius, or Catullus ; very little in Horace, but a great deal
of it in Owid, and fcarce any thing elfe in Martial.

OU T of the innumerable Branches of mixt Wit, 1
fhall choofe one Inftance which may be meet with in all
the Writers of this Clafs. The Paffion of Love in its
Nature has been thought to refemble Fire; for which
Reafon the Words Fire and Flame are made ufe of to
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fignify Love. The witty Poets therefore have taken an
Advantage from the doubtful Meaning of the Word Fire,
to make an infinite Number of Witticifms. Cowu/ley ob-
ferving the cold Regard of his Miftrefs’s Eyes, and at
the fame Time their Power of producing Love in him,
confiders them as Burning-Glaffes made of Ice ; and find-
ing himfelfable to live in the greateft Extremities of Love,
concludes the Torrid Zone to be habitable. When his Mif-
trefs has read his Letter written in Juice of Limon by
holding it to the Fire, he defires her to read it over a fe-
cond time by Love’s Flames. When fhe weeps, he wi-
fhes it were inward Heat that diftilled thofe Drops from
the Limbeck. When fhe is abfent he is beyond eighty,
that is, thirty Degrees nearer the Pole than when fhe is
with him. His ambitious Love is a Fire that naturally
mounts upwards ; his happy Love is the Beams of Hea-
ven, and his unhappy Love Flames of Hell. When it does
not let him fleep, it is a Flame that fends up no Smoke ;
when it is oppofed by Counfel and Advice, it isa Fire
that rages the more by the Wind’s blowing upon it. Up-
on the dying of a Tree in which he had cut his Loves,
he obferves that his written Flames had burnt up and wi-
thered the Tree. When he refolves to give over his Paf-
fion, he tells us that one burnt like him for ever dreads
the Fire. His Heart is an tna, that inftead of Vulcan's
Shop inclofes Cupid’s Forge in it. His endeavouring to
drown his Love in Wine, 1s throwing Oil upon the Fire,
He would infinuate to his Miftrefs, that the Fire of Love,
like that of the Sun (which produces fo many living
Creatures) thould not only warm but beget. Love in
another Place cooks Pleafure at his Fire. Sometimes the
Poet’s Heart is frozen in every Breaft, and fometimes
{corched in every Eye. Sometimes he is drowned in
Tears, and burnt in Love, like a Ship fet on Fire in the
Middle of the Sea.

TH E Reader may obferve in every one of thefe In-
ftances, that the Poet mixes the Qualities of Fire with
thofe of Love; and in the fame Sentence fpeaking of it
both as a Paffion and as real Fire, furprifes the Reader with
thofe feeming Refemblances or Contradiétions that make
up all the Wit in this kind of Writing. Mixt Wit there-
foreisa Compofition of Pun and true Wit, and is more
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orlefs p .m‘t as the Rcf:mb'.; ce lies in the Ideas or in
the W L“ : Its Foundations are laid partly in Falfhood
and partly in Truth : J<c.=.mn puts in her Claim for one
Half of it, and Extravagance for the other. The only
Province therefore fqr this kind of Wit, is Epigram, or
thofe little occafional Poems that in their own Nature are
nothing elfe but a Tiflue of Epigrams. I cannot conclude
this Head of mixz Wit, without owning that the admi-
rable Poet out of whom I have taken the Examples of it,
had as much true Wit as any Author that ever writ;
and indeed all other Talents of an extraordinary Genius.
I'T may be expeéted, fince I am upon this Subjeét,
that I fhould take notice of Mr. Dzjxxﬂ »’s Definition of
Wit ; which, with all the Deference that is due to the
Judgment of fo g"mt a Man, is not {o prox\rl}' a Defi-
nition of Wit, as of g;md Writing in -'(1 eral. Wit, as
Lu.yn'.c.i'.ik ¢ a Propriety of Wordsand T} houghtsadapt-
¢ ‘1 to the Subject.” If this be a true kanmu vof Wit, I
apt to think that Euc/id was the greateft Wit that ever
!;: Pen to Paper: It is certain :’1.’: never was a greater
Propriety of Wordsan Incunn.f ada ;mim the Subjeét,
than what that .‘um\,r has made ufe of in his Illements.
I thall only appea | to my Reader, if this Definition agrees
with any Notion 'nc has of Wit: If it be a true one, I
am fure ) n L 1);.--,';.’{',: was not only a better Poet, b_‘t a
ereater Wit than Mr. (‘971'!;;' ;and 7 zrgi/ 2 much more
facetious Man than either Owid or Martial.

BOUHO L'.'C S, w ,"*N'] I look upon to be the moit pe-

nct)‘.kng of all the LA,t cks, has taken Pains to

fhew, That i: 1s impoflible for any Thought to be beau-
tiful which 1s not E;:,s not its Foundation in the
Nature of th he Bafis of all Wit is Truth ;
and that no Thought can l:: valuzble, of which good

Senie 1s not the Ground-work., Beilean has endeavoured

A
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o 1 1 Y
1§ 5 2 ai \ 1 ral Wayv
¢ : ) - 1
(8) x t be 1mplic & 1 We {0 much
] } Y riente s and ) 2
a L1C N\ i 1S O L€ A NCICILS 5 ald ‘.‘,_Lh

y 3 S ey ST TP AR i s Qe ol o
100 O y QEVIALCs Irom, but thoie wiho want ot engin of

I
Genius to make a Thought fhine in its own natural

O

.ﬁ.ﬁ‘.:iic. Peets \*..7:0 _want this Strength of Genius

{o



e S T8 N S = w

Ne 62. The SPECTATOR. 245

{fo much admire in the Works of the Ancients, are fors
ced to hunt after foreign Ornaments, and not to let any
Piece of Wit of what Kind foever eicape them. I look
upon thefe Writers as Goths in Poetry, who, like thofe
in Archite@ure, not being able to come up to the beau-
tiful Simplicity of the old érceb and Romans,have endea-
voured to fupply its Place with all the Extravagancies of
an irregular Fancy. Mr. Dryden makes a very handfom
Obfervation, on Ovids writing a Letter from Dids to
Aneas, in the fol!owing Words. ¢ Owid (fays he, {peak-
“ ing of VirgiPs Fiction of Dids and Aneas,) takes it up
¢ after him, even in the fame Age, and makes an Anci-
¢ ent Heroine of Virgils new-created Dids; dictates a
¢ Letter for her juft before her Death to the ungrateful
¢ Fugitive ; and, very unluckily for himfelf, is for mea-
¢ furing a Sword with a Man {o much fuperior in Force
‘ to him on the fame Subje&. I think I may be Judge
¢ of this,becaufe I have tranflated both. The famous Au-
¢ thor of the Art of Love has nothing of his own ; he
¢ borrows all from a greater Mafter in his own Profeffi-
“ on, and, which is worfe, improves nothing which he
¢ finds: Nature fails him, nmi being forced to his old
¢ Shift, he has Recourfe to Witticifm. ‘This paffes in-
¢ deed with his foft Admirers, and gives him the Prefe-
¢ rence to Virgil in their Efteem.

WERE not I fupported by fo great an Authority as
that of Mr. Dryden, I fhould not venture to ob’esve, That
the Tafte of moft of our Engli/t Poets, as well as Readers,
is extremely Gorhick, He quotes Monfieur Segrais for a
threefold Diftin&ion of the Readers of Poetry : In the
firtt of which he comprehends the Rabble of Readers,
whom he does not treat as fuch with regard to their
Quality, ‘but to their Numbers and the Coarfenefs of
their Tafte. His Words areas follow : ¢ Segrais has di-
* finguifhed the Readers of -Poetry, according to their
¢ Capacity of judging, into three Claffes. [He might
have faid the fame of Writers too, if he had pleafed.]
“ In the loweft Form he places thofe whom he calls Les
* Petits Efprits,fuch things as are our Upper-Gallery Au-
¢ dience in a Play-houfe ; who like nothing but the Husk
¢ and Rind of Wit, prefer a Quibble, a Conceit, an Epi-
. gram, before folid Senfe and ¢legant Expreffion : Thefe

3 ¢ are
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are Mob Readers. If Virgiland Martial ftood f'or Par-
liament-Men, we know Jlrmd‘ who would carry it,
But though they make the greateft Appearance in the
Field, and cry the loudeft, the beft on’t is they are but
“ a fort of French I"Tugucnms, or //1/* » Boors, blought
¢ over in Herds,butnot Naturalized ; who have not Lands
‘ of two I)')l'ﬂda per Annum in Parn -/.;.-,-, and therefore
¢ are not privileged to Poll. Their Authors are of the
“ {ame Level, ht to reprefent them on a Mm;n'c". ank’s
| :wr', or to be Maflers of the Ceremonies in a Bear-
* Garden : Yet thefe are they who have the moft Admi-
‘ rers. But it often h.a.ppcng, to their Mortification, that
as their Readers improve their Stock f;f'%‘cw"‘; (as they

A "
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¢ may by reading better Books, and by Converfation with
¢ Men of Judgment) they foon forfake them.

In m” not difmifs this Subjeét without obferving, that
as Mr. Locke in the Paflage .kbuv(un‘.c;nn.,ncd has difcove-
red the moft fruitful Source of Wit, fo there 1s another
of a quite contrary Nature to it, which does likewife
branch it felf out ?:.10 feveral } A\n‘ ls. For not only the
n’\“. _"’7:"./':"'4 e L)L ne ()/ 1' ton Of ]d(‘f.\, dwf_‘.\‘c!"\‘ m“(‘ll

produce Wit ; as I could fhew in {feveral little Points,
T'urns, and Antithefes, that I may pofiibly enlarge upon
in fome future bycu:.uiun. &
o » 3
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I ilem, cujus, Velut @&gri Jomnia, vane
Finguntur [pecies =———swm=- Hor.

T is very '.\;zzxJ for the Mind to difengage it *" from
I a Subjet in which it has been long m‘r’" d." The
Thoughts w ul be rifing of tl‘emxc'\v from :f.‘:: to
time, tho’ we give them no Encouragement; as the
Toflings





