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a full Survey of the Perfons of Wit and TrRuTH ; for

indeed it was impofiible to look upon the fir{t, without
feeing the other at the fame time. There was behind
them a firong and compaé Body of Lgurey The Geni-

us of Heroic Iofh) appeared with a Sword in her !Ian“,
and a Laurel on her Head. Tragedy was crowned with
Cyprefs, and covered with Robes di p'\d in Blood. Satyr
had Smiles in her Look, anda D: wgger under her Garment

Rbetorick was known by her Th: underbolt ; ; and Ca;);m}
by her Mask. After feveral other Figures, Epigrammarch-
ed up in the Rear, who had been pofted t there at the Be-

ginning of the Expedition, that he might not revolt to
the Enemy, whom he was fufpefted to favour in his
Heart. I was very much awed and delighted with the
Appearance of the God of Wit ; there was fomething fo
amiable and yet {o pvc'ci ¢ in his Looks, as ir:"v‘?-' d me
at once with Love and Terror. As I was gazing on him
to my unfpeakable Joy, he took a Quiver of Arrows from
his Shoulder, in order to make me a Prefent of it ; but as
[ was reaching out my Hand toreceive it of him I knoc cked
1t againft a L}..m nd by that means awaked. ke
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Hic wivimus Ambitio/d
Pr;.’:}*c‘rt.;tc oMNnes
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H E moft improper things we commit in the Con-

. - L 5 - ¢ ‘4 ¢ 1 1 .
duct of our Lives, we are led into by the Force

f Fathion. Inftances might be given, in whicha

}ru.ul' 1g Cuftom makes us at againft the Rules of Na-
{ ] > nt nralon t Ral) s

ture, Law .u.du nmon Senfe : butat prefent 1 {hall con-

fine my Confideration of the Effect it has upon Mens

Minds, by looking into our Beh: \i r when it is the
FFafhion to go into Mourning. The ( tom of reprefenti
the Grief we have for the L« j\ of the Dead by our Ha-
1 its Rife from the real Serrow of fuch

3 ]
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bits, certainly had
as were ‘too much diftrefled to take thep

. proper Care they
ought of their Drefs, By Degrees 1t | revailed, that {uch
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as had this inward Oppreflion upon their Minds, made
an Apology for not joining with the reft of the World in
their ordinary Diverfions, by a Drefs fuited to their Con-
dition. This therefore was at firlt affumed by fuch only
as were under real Diftrefs ; to whom it was a Relief that
they had nothing about them fo light and gay as to be
irkfome to the Gloom and Meclancholy of their inward
Reflexions, or that might mifreprefent them to others.
In procefs of Time this laudable Diftinétion of the Sor-
rowful was loft, and Mourning is now worn by Heirs
nd Widows. You fee ncihir{;g but Magnificence and
Solemnity in the Equipage of the Reli®, and an Air of
Releafe from Servitude in the Pomp of a Son who has
oft a wealthy Father. This Fathion of Sorrow is now
pecome 2 generous Part of the Ceremonial betweenPrinces
and Sovereigns, who in the Language of all Nations
are ftiled Brothers to each other, and put on the Purple
upon the Death of any Potentate with whom they live
in Amity. Courtiers, and all who wifh themfelves fuch,
are immediately feiz’d with Grief from Head to Foot
upon this Difafter to their Prince ; {o that one may know
by the very Buckles of a Gentleman-Ufher, what Degree
of Friendfhip any deceafed Monarch maintained with the
Court to which he belongs. A good Courtier’s Habit
and Behaviour is hieroglyphical on thefe Occafions : He
deals much in Whifpers, and you may {ee he drefles ac-
‘ording to the beft Intelligence.

T HE general Affetation among Men, of appearing
greater than they are, makes the whole World run into
the Habit of the Court. You fee the Lady, who the Day
before was as various as a Rainbow, upon the Time ap-

ny
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pointed for beginning to mourn, asdark as a Cloud. This
tH{umour does not prevail only on thofe whofe Fortunes
can fupport any Change in their Equipage, not on thofe
only whofe Incomes demand the Wantonnefs of new A p-

pearances 3 but on {fuch alfo who have juft enough to

clothe them. An old Acquaintance of mine, of Ninety
P

ounds a Year, who has naturallv the Vanity of being a
Man of Fafhion deep at his Heart, is very much put to it
to bear the Mortality of Princes. He made a new black

|} D +)

ouit upon the Death of the King of Sgzin, he turned it for
the nang of Portugal, and he now keeps his Chamber while
it
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it is fcouring for the Emperor. He is a good Oecono-
mift in his Extravagance, and makes on]v a frefh black
Button upon his Iron-gray Suit for any Potentate of {mall
Territories ; he indeed adds his Crape Hatband for a
Prince whofe Exploits he has admir’d in the Gazeste. But
whatever Compliments may be made on thefe Occafions,
the true Mourners are the Mercers, Silkmen, Lacemen
and Milliners. A Prince of a merciful and royal Difpofi-
tion would refleét with great Anxiety upon the Profpe&
of his Death, if he confidered what Numbers would be
reduc’d to Mifery by that Accident only : Hewould think
it of Moment enough to direét, that in the Notificatien
of his Departute, the Honour done to him might be re-
ftrain’d to thofe of the Houfhold of the Prince to whom it
fhould be fignify’d. He would think a gcncral M ournmg
to be in a lefs Degree the fame Ceremony which is prac-
tifed in barbarous Nations, of lulhng their Slaves to at-
tend the Obfequies of their Kings.
I had been wonderfully at a Lofs for many Months to-
gether, to guefs at the Charalter of a Man who came
now and then to our Coftee-houfe: He ever ended a
News-paper with this Reflexion, wel/, Ifee all the Foreign
Princes are in good Health. 1f you asked, Pray, Sir, what
fays the Pofiman from Vienna ? he anfw ered, ﬂ[aée us
ilvmzly‘}zl the German Princes are all well : What does he
fay from Barcelona ? He does not fpeak but that the
Country agrees wery well with the neaw Queen. After ver
much Im]um, I found this Man of univerfal Loyalty
vas a wholefale Dealer in Silks and Ribbons : His Way
'»~, it {eems, if he hiresa W eaver, or Workman, to have
it inferted in his Articles, ¢ Thhat all this fhall be well and
¢ truly performed, proﬁ]ed no foreign }’ctentutc 1‘1:111
¢ d (p.lrtlhls Life within the Time above-mentione It
happens in all publick Mournings, that the many l des
wh ‘Lh depend upon our Ha b\u, are during that Iu") ei-
ther pinched with prefent Want, or terrified with the
apparent Approach of it. All tlxc Atonement which Men
can make for wanton ]“\'}‘6‘!‘((5 (which 1s a fort of in-
fulting the Scarcity under which uthus xbovn) is, that
the Superfluities of the Wealthy "1\(. up}\ ies to the Ne-
ceflities of the Poor; but inftead of an y other Good arif-
ing from the Affeftation of being in courtly Habits of
Mourn-
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Mourning, all Order feems to be deftroyed by it ; and the
true Honour which one Court does to another on that
Occafion, lofes its Force and Efficacy. When a foreign
Minifter beholds the Court of 2 Nation (which flourifhes
in Riches and Plenty) lay afide, upon the Lofs of his Maf-
ter, all Marks of Sp endor and V] gnmcencc, though the
HL ad of fuch a joyful People, he will conceive a gre'ltcr

dea of the Honour done his Maf ter, than when he fees
the Generality of the People in the fame Habit. When
one is afraid to ask the Wife of a Tradefman whom f{he
has loft of her Family ; and after fome Preparation en-
deavours to know whom fhe mourns for ; 3 how ridicu-
lous is it to hear her explain her felf. That we have loft
one of the Houfe of Aufiria? Princes are elevated fo high-
ly above the rcu of Mankind, that it isa prefumptuaous
Diftinétion to take a Part in Honours done to their Me-

r.n ;n.. except we have Authority forit, Ly being rela-
ted in a particular \/1 anner to the Court which pays that
Veneration to their Friendfhip, and feems to exprefs on
{mn an Occafion the Senfe of tHc Uncertainty of human
| .& in general, by affuming the Habit of Sorrow though

in the full Poffeffion of lnumk)h and Royalty, R
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Demetri teque Tigelli
Difcipularum inter ju&zap/ -are cathedras., Hor.

A FT ER having at la rge exp lained what Wit is, and

4 defcribed the falfe Appearances of it, all that La
bour feems but an ufeie’s Inquiry, without fome
ime be ,“.1; in confidering the Application of it. 'I h
Seat of Wit, when one {peaks as a Man of the Town and
the World, is the Play-houfe ; I {hall therefore fill this l a

per with Reflexions upon the Ufe ofit in that Place. ' ‘he
Application of Wit in the Theatre has as ..rung an Effect
upon the Manners of our Gentlemen, as the Tafte of it h:

upon the Writings of our Authars. 1t may, perl "} loc !:

IK€aV Ccry } A(.Aunthh us \l OAA\, LL(JL &h 1ot l OXU"’l 1 om
the





