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Mourning, all Order feems to be deftroyed by it ; and the
true Honour which one Court does to another on that
Occafion, lofes its Force and Efficacy. When a foreign
Minifter beholds the Court of 2 Nation (which flourifhes
in Riches and Plenty) lay afide, upon the Lofs of his Maf-
ter, all Marks of Sp endor and V] gnmcencc, though the
HL ad of fuch a joyful People, he will conceive a gre'ltcr

dea of the Honour done his Maf ter, than when he fees
the Generality of the People in the fame Habit. When
one is afraid to ask the Wife of a Tradefman whom f{he
has loft of her Family ; and after fome Preparation en-
deavours to know whom fhe mourns for ; 3 how ridicu-
lous is it to hear her explain her felf. That we have loft
one of the Houfe of Aufiria? Princes are elevated fo high-
ly above the rcu of Mankind, that it isa prefumptuaous
Diftinétion to take a Part in Honours done to their Me-

r.n ;n.. except we have Authority forit, Ly being rela-
ted in a particular \/1 anner to the Court which pays that
Veneration to their Friendfhip, and feems to exprefs on
{mn an Occafion the Senfe of tHc Uncertainty of human
| .& in general, by affuming the Habit of Sorrow though
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N° 65.  Tuefday, May 1.

Demetri teque Tigelli
Difcipularum inter ju&zap/ -are cathedras., Hor.

A FT ER having at la rge exp lained what Wit is, and

4 defcribed the falfe Appearances of it, all that La
bour feems but an ufeie’s Inquiry, without fome
ime be ,“.1; in confidering the Application of it. 'I h
Seat of Wit, when one {peaks as a Man of the Town and
the World, is the Play-houfe ; I {hall therefore fill this l a

per with Reflexions upon the Ufe ofit in that Place. ' ‘he
Application of Wit in the Theatre has as ..rung an Effect
upon the Manners of our Gentlemen, as the Tafte of it h:

upon the Writings of our Authars. 1t may, perl "} loc !:
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the Duty ofa SPEC T A TOR, to tax the Writi tings of
fuch as have lo ng had the general App laufe of a Nation ;
But I fhall always m"x Reafon, Truth, and Nature the
Meafures of Praife and Dl'pr.—uic s if thoic are for me,
the Generality ot Opinion 1s of no Confequence againft
me ; if they are againft me, the general Opinion cannot
long fup}mut me.

WITHOUT further Preface, I am going to look
into fome of our moft ap phmuu. Plays, and f{ee whether
they deferve the Figure they at prefent bear in the Ima-
ginations of Men, or not.

IN refle€ting upon thefe Works, I fhall chiefly dwell

upon that for which each refpe&ive Play is moit cele-
brated. The prefent Paper fhall be ‘,71!7\;()'\"\1 ipon Sir
Fopling Flutter. The received Charalter of this Play is,
That 1t is the Pattern of Genteel Comedy l)m-' sant
and Harriot are the Charaéters of greateft Confequen \ce,

and if thefe are Low and Mean, the R'f‘-[ itation of the
Play is very Unjuft.

I will take for granted, that a fine Gentleman fhould
be honeft in his Actions, and refined in his Language. In-
ftead of this, our Hero in this Piece, is a direft Knave
in his «)(1" ns, and a Clown in Hi Language. Bell
his Admirer '1nd Friend ; in return for which, becaufe he
is forfooth a greater Wit than his faid Friend, he th !
it reafonable to perfuade him to marry a young Lady,
whofe Virtue, he thinks, will laft no longer than ull fhe
isa Wife, and then fhe cannot but fall to his Share, as he is
an irrefifible fine Gentleman. 'Thc‘lixll‘m.b! to Mrs. Lowe-
it, and the Barbarity of Triump 11'..:(;0 her Anguith f
lofing him, is another Ini ‘a ance of his Hul efty, as well as
his Go U-t‘: ure. As to his fine Language ; he calls the
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Ora \ge- Woman, who, it feems, is in
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falutes her with a pretty Phrafe of, How mow, Double
1 .," ? (‘ ponl LE'.\. me ntion ¢ f;’_ C",,_l itry G '..‘“( woman,
whom he knows nothing of, (no one can imagine why)
hewilllay bisl ife ',’..) is fome aubwardill-fafbionedCountry
Toad ,whonot having above four Dozenof Hairson ber Head,
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AS to the Generofity of his Temper, he tells his poor
Footman, JIf be did not await better —— he would turn
him away, in the infolent Phrafe of, 2'// Uncafe you.

N OW for Mrs. Harriot : She laughs at Obedience to
an abfent Mother, whofe Tendernefs Bu/y defcribes to be
very exquifite, for that fbeis fo pleafed with findingHarriot
again, that fbe cannot chide ber for be ing out of ithe way,
This Witty Daughter, and Fine Lady, has {o little Re-
fpe&t for this good Woman, that fhe Ridicules her Airin
taking Leave, and cries, fn ahat Struggle is my poor Mo-
ther yonder ? See, fee, ber Head tottering, her Eyes Sar-
ing, and her under Lip trembling. But all this is atoned
for, becaufe foe has more Wit than is ufual in her Sex,
and as much Malice, tha' fbe is as wild as you would awi/b
ber, and has a Demurenefs in her Looks that makes it fo
Jurprifing ! Thento recommend herasa fit Spoufe for his
Hero, the Poet makes her fpeak her Senfe of Marriage
very ingesdoully, I think, fays the, I might be brousht to
endure him, and that is all a reafonable Woman fhould
expelt in an Husband. 1t is, methinks, unnatural that we
are not made to underftand how fhe that was bred under
a filly pious old Mother, that would never truft her out
of her fight, came to be fo Polite.

I'T cannot be denied, but that the Negligence of every
thing, which engages the Attention of the fober and va-
luable Part of Mankind, appears very well drawn in this
Piece: But it is denied, that it is neceflary to the Cha-
ra&ter of a fine Gentleman, that he fhould in that man-
ner trample upon all Order and Decency. As for the
Charaéer of Dorimant, it is more of a Coxcomb than
that of Fop/in. He fays of one of his Companions, that a
good Correfpondence between them is their mutual Inte-
reft. Speaking of that Friend, he declares, their bein
much together makes the Women think the better of his
Underflanding, a i‘“’.;':."" e more favourab
tj';,‘;g. /[ ,‘);_.’/\"L ) ..//.' ‘,'i. .‘//J‘ ;.’/'
Senfe, and me upon others for ;

TH IS whole celebrated Piece is a perfeét Contradiéti-
on to good Manners, good Senfe, and common Honetfty ;
and as there is nothing in it but what is built upon the
Ruin of Virtue and Iunocence, according to the Notion
ef Merit in this Comedy, I take the Shoemaker to
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be, in reality, the Fine Gentleman of the Play : For it
feems he is an Atheift, if we may depend upon his Cha-
rater as given by the Orange-Woman, who is her felf
far from being the loweft in the Play. She fays of a Fine
Man who is Dorimant’s Companion, There 7s not fuch a=
wother Heathen in the Town, except the Shoemaker. His
Pretenfion to be the Hero of the Drama appears ftill
more in his own Defcription of his way of Living with
his Lady. There is, fays he, never @ Man in Town lives
wore like a Gentleman with bis Wifethan 1do; I never
mind ber Motions ; Jbe never inguires into mine. We
fpeak to one another civilly, bate ome another beartily 3
and becaufe it is Vulgar to Lie and Soak together,we have
each of us our feveral Settle-Bed. 'That of Scaking to-

ether is as good as if Dorimant had {fpoken it himfelf ;
and, I think, fince he puts humane Nature in as ugly a
Form as the Circumftance will bear, and is a ftanch Un-
believer, he is very much Wronged in having no part
of the good Fortune beftowed in the laft Aét.

T O fpeak plainly of this whole Work, I think no-
thing but being loft toa Senfe of Innocence and Virtue
can make any one fee this Comedy, without obferving
more frequent Occafion to moveSorrow and Indignation,
than Mirth and Laughter. At the fame time I allow it
to be Nature, but it 1s Nature in its utmoft Corruption

R

and Degeneracy.

N 66. Wednefday, May 16.

Motus doceri gaudet Ionicos

Matura Virgo, & fingitur artubus

Fam nunc, & inceflos amores

De Tenero meditatur Ungui. Hor.

HE two following Letters are upon a Subjet of
very %reat Importance, tho’ exprefled withoutany

N Air of Gravity,
7s






