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Mouming, all Order feems to be deftroyed hy i t ; and thc 
true Honour whích one Court does to anothcr on tiuit 
Occafion, lofes its Forcé and Efficacy. When a foreígn 
líliníller bcholds thc Court of a Nation (which flouriíhes 
ín Riches and Plenty) lay afide, upen the Lofs of his Maf-
ter, all Marks of Splendor and Magnificence, though the 
Head of fuch a joyful People, he wUl conceive a greater 
Idea of the Honour done his Mailer, than when he fee« 
the Generality of the People Ín the fame Habit. When 
one is afraid lo ask the Wife of a Tradefman whom Ihe 
has loft of hcr Family j and after fome Preparation en-
deavours to know whom íhe moums for; how ridícu-
lous is it to hear her explain her felf. That we h?.ve loft 
one of the Houfe of Aujlriat Prínces are elevated fo high-
ly above the reíl of Mankind, that it is a prefumptuous 
I)iftin¿üon to take a Part in Honours done to their Me-
morics, except we have Authority forit, l-y being rela-
ted in a particular Manner to the Court which pays that 
Veneration to their Friendíhíp, and fecms to exprefs on 
fuch an Occafion the Senfe of the üncertainty of human 
Ufe in general, by aífuming thc Habit of Sorrow though 
iii the fiill PoffeíGon of Triumph and Royalty. R 

N® 65. T'uefday^ May 15. 

'Demetri teque Ttgelli 
Difcipularum inter Jubto florare cathtárat. Hor." 

AFTERhaving at largeexplaincd what Wit is, and 
defcribed die falfe Apparances of it, all that La-
boyr fecms but an ufeleis Inquiry, without fome 

Time be fpeot in confidering thc Application ofit. Thc 
Sea: of \\''it, when one fpeaks as a Man of the Town and 
the W orld, is the Play-houfe; I fliall therefore fill this Pa-
perwith Keficxions upon tlieUfe ofit in that Place. The 
Application of Wit in the Theatre has as firong an FJÍcét 
upon thc Manners of our Gentlemen, as the Taite ofit has 
upontne Writjngsof our Authors. I tmay, pcihaps.Iook 
Uke a very prefumptuous Woik, though uot f orcign from 
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the Duty of a S P E c T A T o R, to tax the Writín^s of 
íuch as have long had the general Applaufc of a Nation j 
But I íhallalways make Reafon, Truth, and Nature the 
Mcafures of Praife and Difpraife; if thofe are for me, 
the Generality of Opinión is of no Confequence againft 
me ; if they are againll me, the general Opinión cannot 
long fupport me. 

W I T H O U T further Prefece, I am going tolook 
into fome of our moft applauded Plays, and fee wliether 
they defcrve the Figure they at prefent bear in tlie Ima-
ginations of Men, or not. 

I N reflefting upon thefe Works, I íhall chiefiy dwel! 
upon that for which each refpcftive Piay ís moft cele-
brated. The prelent Paper iba 1 be employed upon Sir 
FopUn^ Flutter. The received Charañcr of this Play is, 
That it is the Pattern of Genteel Comedy. Dorimant 
and Harriot are the Charafters of grcateft Confequence, 
and if thefe are Low and Mean, tíic Reputation of the 
Play is very Unjuft. 

1 will take for granted, that a fine Gentleman fhould 
be honeft in his Aaions, and refined in his Language. In-
Itead of this, our Hero in this Píece, is a direñ Knave 
in his Defigns, and a Clown in his Linguage. Bellair is 
his Admirer and Friend; in return for which, becaufe he 
isforfooth agreatcr Wit than his faid Friend, he thinks 
it reafonable to perfuade him to marry a young Lady, 
whofe Virtue, he thinks, will laft no longer than till íhe 
is a Wife, and then íhe cannot but fall to his Share, as he is 
an irrefiftible fine Gentleman. The Falíhood to M r s . i w í -
ity and the Barbarity of Triumphin^ over her Anguifli fcr 
lofmg him, is another Inftance of his Honeíly, as well as 
his Good-nature. As to his fine Lan^oage ; he calis the 
Orange-Woman, who.itfeems, isinclinecTtogrowFat,^» 
O ver-grovjn fade, luith a Flaiketof Guts befare her; and 
falutes her with a pretty Phrafe of, Ilmv ncnvt DoubU 
Tripe? Upon the mention of a Coantry Gentlewoman, 
v/hom he knows nothing of, (no one can imagine why) 
YifwiUlay hisLifeJht is fome auk'ward illfaJhionetiCountry 
Toadyiuho n9t having ahovefour Dozen ofHairs on herHcaá^ 
has adornedker Baídnefsimtha large ivhite Frux, thatpjt 
may Inok Sparki/hly in the Fore-front of tbe Kino's Box at an 
tld Plaj. Uunatural Mixture of fciiiekfs Common-PIace f 
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A S to the Generofity of his Temper, he tells his poor 
Footraan, 1/be did not 'wait better —— he would turn 
him away, in the infolent Phrafe of, TU Uncafeyou. 

N O W for Mrs. Harriot: She kughs at Obedience to 
an abfent Mother, whofe Tendernels Bujy defcribes to be 
vcry exquifite,for tbatjheis foplea/edivithJindittgHTíTÚot 
again, that jh^ cannot chide her for heing out of the luay. 
This Witty Daughter, and Fine Lady, has fo líttle Re-
fpeft for this good Woman, that íhe Ridlcules her Airin 
taking Leave, and cries, In 'what Struggle is my poor Mo' 
ther yonder ? Ste, fee, her Head tottering, her Eyes Jiar-
ing, and her under Lip tretnhlino. But all this is atened 
for, becaufe fiie has more Wit toan is ufual in her Sex, 
andas much Malice, thí Jhe isasnuild asyou luonld ujifo 
her, and has a Demurenefs in her Looks that makes it fu 
furprijtng ! Thcn to recommend her as a fit Spoufe for his 
Hero, me Poet makes her fpeak her Seníe of Marriage 
very ingeoioufly, Ithink, fays íhe, 1 might be hrought to 
endure him, and that is all a reafonable Woman Jhould 
expc¿i in an Husband. I t is, methinks, unnatural that we 
are not made to underftand how Ihe that was bred undcr 
a filly pious oíd Mother, that would never truft her out 
of her fight, carne to be fo Polite. 

1 T cannot be denied, but that the Negligence of every 
thing, which engages the Attention of the fober and va-
luable Part of Mankind, appears very well drawn in this 
Piece: But it is denied, that it is neceflary to the Cha-
lader of a fine Gentleman, that he fliouid in that man* 
ner trample upon all Order and Decency. As for the 
Chara¿ter of Dorimant, it is more of a Coxcomb tliaa 
that of Foplin. He fays of one of his Companíons, that a 
good Correfpondence betweenthem is their mutual Inte» 
reíl. Speakingof that Friend, he declares, their being 
much together makes the Women think the better of hit 
XJnderflanding, and judge more favonrably of «y Reputa' 
tion. It makes him pafs upon fome for a Man of very good 
Senfe, and me upon others for a very ci-vil Perfon. 

T H I S whole celebrated Piece is aperfed Contradid^t-
on to good Manners, good Senfe, smd common Honcfty j 
and as there is nothing in it but what is built upon the 
Ruin of Virtue raid Imiocence, according to the Notion 
«f Mwit in tíiis Cofiicdv, I uvke the Shocmaker to 
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be, in reaUty, the Fine Gentleman of the Play : For it 
íbems he is an Atheift, if we may depend upon his CIu-
raéler as given by the Orange-Woman, who js her felí 
hr from being the loweft in the Play. She fays of a Fine 
Man who is Dorimant's Companion, There is not fucb a-
nother Heutben in the 7<yw7t, except the Shoemaker. Hia 
Pretenfion to be the Hero of the Drama appears ftíll 
more in his own Defcription of his way of Living with 
his Lady. There is, fays he, never a Manin To^n liues 
more like a Gentleman itíitb his Wifethan Ido', I never 
9ni7¡d her Motions ; Jhe netier inquires into mine. U e 
(peak to one another dvilly, hate one another heartilj ; 
andbe<aufe it is Vulgar to Lie andSoak togetber^iue havt 
each o/US our federal Settle-Bed. That of Soakixg tQ-
vether is as good as if Dorimant had fpoken it himfelf; 
and, I think, fince he puts humane Nature in as ugly a 
Form as the Circumftance will bear, and is a ftanch Un-
believer, he is very much Wronged in'having no part 
of the good Fortune beftowed in the lall Aft . ^ 

T O fpeak plainly of this whole Work, I think no-
thinff but being loft to a Senfe of Innocence and Virtue 
can make any one fee tlús Comedy, without obferving 
more frequent Occafion to moveSorrow and Indignation, 
than Mirth and Laughter. At the fame time I allow it 
to be Nature, but it is Nature in ils utmoft Corrupuon 
and Pegeneracy. ^ 

N*^ 6 6 . Wednefdayy May 1 6 . 

Motus doceri gaudet lonicos 
Matura VirgOy Ííf fingitur artulut 
Jam nunc, incefios amores 
De '[enero meditaiur Ungui. Hor: 

T H E two following Letters are upon a Subjeft trf" 
very great Importance, tho' expreíTed without any 
Air of Gravity. _ 
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