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F o R thefe Reafons thcre are not more ufefal Mcm-
bers in a Commonwalth than Merchants. Thcy knit 
Mankind togcther in a mutual Intercourfe ofgood Offices, 
diftribute the Gifts of Naturc, find Work for the Poor, 
rdd Wealth to the Rich, and Macnificence to the Great. 
Our Englip MerchantconvertstheTinofhisown Coun-
try inte Gold, and exchanges his Wooll fbr Rubíes. Tlic 
Mnhometans are clothed in our Britijh Manufafture, and 
the Inhabitants of the frozen Zone warmed with the 
Flwces of our Shcep. 

W H E N I have been upon the Change, I liave often 
fenfied one of our oU Kíngs ílanding in Perfon, whCTC 
he is reprcfented in Effigy, and looking down upon ihc 
wealthy Concourfe ofPeople with which that Place is 
every Day filled. In this Caíe,how would he be furpnlcd 
to hear all the Langíiages of Europe fpoken in this little 
Spot of his forraer Dominions, and tofce fo many p n ^ ^ 
Men, who in his Time would have been the Vaffais of 
fome powerful Barón, negotiating like Princes for g r e a ^ 
Sums of Money than were formerly to be met with m the 
Royal Treafury! Trade, without enlarging the Br i t i^ 
Territorieí, has givcn us a kind of additional Empire: I t 
has multiplied the Number of the Rich, made our Land-
ed Eftates inánitely more Valuabie than they were former-
ly, and added to them an AcceíSon of other Eftates as 
valuabie as the Lands themfelves. ^ 

Monday, May 21. 
Interium vulgus rtcíum viJ<t. Hor. 

WH E N I travelled, I took a particular Delight fn 
hearing the Songs and Pables that aie come from 
Father to Son, and are moft in Yogue among 

the common People of the Countrie$ through which I 
palled 5 for it is impoffibíe that any thmg íhould be unl-
verfally ufled andapprovedby aMultitude, tho'they are 
only the Rabble of a Nation, which hath not in it fome 
peculiar Antnefs to pleafe and gratlfy the Mind of Man. 
liumane Naturc ii the fame in all rcafonablc Crcatures 
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and whatcver falls in with it, will meet with. Admírerg' 
ainongll Readers of all Qualities and Conditions. Moliere 
as we are told by Monfieur BoHeau, ufed to read all hiá 
Comedies to an oíd Woman who was his Houfe-kceper, 
as íhe fat with him at her Workby the Chiraney-Córner j 
and could foretel the Succefs of his Play in the Theatre, 
iiom the Reception it met at his Fire-Side: For Jie tells 
US the Audience always follovved the oíd -Woman, and 
never failed to laugh in the fame Place. 

I know nothíng which more Ihews the elTential and 
inhercnt Perfeaion of Simplicity ofThought, abovethat 
which I cali the Gothick Manner in Writing, than thia, 
that the firft plcafes all kínds of Pálates, and the latter 
only fuch as have formed to thcmfelves a wrong artificial 
Talle uponlittle fimciful Authorsand Wríters of Epigram. 
Homer, Virgil, or Milton, foferas the Language of their 
Poems is underílood, will pleafe a Reader of plain com-
mon Scnfe, who would neitlier reliíh ñor comprehend an 
Epigi-am of il/tír/íW, oraPcemof Coiv/ey. So, on the 
contrary, on ordinary Song or Bailad that is the Dtlight 
of the common Pcople, canuot fáil to pleafe all fuch Kea-
dcrs as ?re not unqualificd for the Entertainment by their 
Affeéhtion or Ignorance ; and the Reafon is plaiu, be-
caufe the fame Paiiitingsof Nature which recommend it 
to the moíl ordinary Reader, will appear Beautiful to the 
n; reíned. 

T H E oíd Song of Che^-Chafe is the favourite Bailad 
of the common Pcople of Ingland, and Ben Jo¡-nfon ufcd 
to 'ay he had rather have b e ^ the Author of it than of 
ali his Works. ̂  Sir Philip Sidney in hÍ5 Difcourfe of Poe-
try fpeaksof it in the following Words ; Inewr heard the 
#/y.W¿-í/Piercy WDouglr.s, that Ifound not my Heart 
more moved than •with a Trumprt; and yet it is fung hy 
Jome blind Cro<ix der'with no rougber Voicethan rude Stile; 
luhich heing fo en)il aptarelled in the Duji and Cob'web 
«f that unci'uil ^ge, ivlat would it loork trimmed in the 
gorgeous Eloqurnce of Pindar ? For my own Part I am fo 
profeíTed an AJmircr of this antiquated Song, that I íhall 
give my Render a Critick upon it, without any furtlier 
Apo'ogy for ib doing. ' 

T t í £ greateíl Modern Criticks have laid it dcu n as a 
Rule, That an Hcroick Pceiri Ihould be fbunded upcji 
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fomc important Precept of Morality, adapted to the Con-
ílitution of the Country in which the Poet writes. líotKer 
and r/r¿-z7have formed their Plans in this View. As Greece 
was a Colleñion of many Governments, who fufléred 
Very much among themfelves, and gave the Perjian Em-
pcror, who was their cominon Enemy, many Advan-
tawes over them by their mutual Jealcufies andAnimolities, 
liomer, in order to eftabliíh among them an Union, which. 
was fo neceífary for their Safety, grounds his Poem up-
en the Difcords of the feveraí Crecían Princes who were 
engaged in a Confederacy againft an Afiatick Pnnce^ 
and §ie íeveral Advantagcs which the Enemy gained by 
íuch their Difcords. At the time the Poem wc are now 
treating of was written, the DiíTenfions of the Barons, 
who were then fo many petty Princes, ran very high, 
whether they quarrelled among themfelves, or with their 
Neighlwurs, and produccd unfpcakable Calamities to the 
Country t The Poet, to deter Men from fuch unnatural 
Contentions, defcribes a bloody Battle and dre^ful Scenc 
of ]:)eath, occafioned by the mutual Feuds which reigned 
in the Families of an T.nM and Scotch Nobleman : That 
hedefigncd this f o r t h e Inílruftionofhis Poem, we moy 
leam from his four laft Lines, in which after the Exam-
ple of the Modern Tragedlans, he draws from it a Pre-
cept for tlie Benefit of his Readers. 

God/ave the King, and blefs the Land 
In PUnty, Joy^ and Pence ; 

Andgrant hencefortb that foul Debate 
Nobkmen may ceafc. 

The next Point obferved by the greateft Heroic Poct% 
hath been to celébrate Pcrfons and Aftions which do Ho-
nour to their Country : Thus Virgifs Hero was the 
Founder of Rome, Homer\ a Prince of Greece ; and for 
this Reafon Yaleriui F/accus and Statius, who were both 
Romans, míght be jnftly derided for having chofen the 
Expeditíon ofthe Golden FUece^zr^átbe Warsa/Thebes^ 
for the Subjeéls of their Epic Writings. 

T H E Poet before us, has not only found out an Hcro 
in his ówn Country, but raifcs the Reputation of it by 
feveral beautifiil Incidents. The Englijbzxz the firllwho 
takc the Field, and the latt who quit it. The EngUjb bnng, 
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only Fiftecn hundred to the Battle, the Scotch Two thou-
fánd. The Englijh keep the Ficldwith Fifty thrce : The 
Scotch retire wich Fifty five: AIl the reit on each fidc bc-
ing flain in Battie. But the moft remsrbible Circumftance 
oí :hÍ3 kind, is the different Manner in which the Scotch 
and Engl-Jh Kinga receive the News of thiá Fight, aad 
of the great Mens Deaths who comimnded in ic, 

This Nrws ivas brought to Edinburgh, 
tVbere Scot!and*í King did reign, 

That hrave Eatl Douglas fuddenly 
fVtíí tvitb an Arrvw Jiain. 

0 beaiy Ne^vs King James dii faj^ 
Scotland can IVitneft he, 

1 Jjanje not any Captain mere 
Of fuch Account as he. 

Ltke Tidings to King Heiiry can* 
•IVitbin as Jhort a Space, 

^ a t Piercy ^Northumberíand 
H^as Jlain in Chevy-Chafe. 

ifo^ Goá he tuith him, faid our Kingy 
Sith 'ivjili no hetter be, 

I truji I have loithin v^ Realrft 
Five hundred as good as he, 

Ttt Jhall not Scot ñor Scotland fi^ 
But 1 nuill Vengeanee take, 

And be revenged on them all 
For brave Lord Piercy*/ Sah. 

fhis Vvw full nvell the King performd 
Afttr on Hnmb!e-down, 

In one Doy fifty Knights luere Jlain, 
With Lords of great Renovjn,. 

And of the reji of fmall Account 
Did many Thoafttnds die, 8cC. 

At the íkme time that our INjct Ihews a laudable Partía-
lity to his Countrymen, Kc reprefents the Scots after « 
Manner not unbecoming fo bold and brave a People. 

£arl Douglas on a mi/Á-tahite Steed, 
MoJi like a Barón h'old, 

I^de foremofi of the Company 
^Ufe Armaurjhont likt GqU, jíá 
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His Sentiments and Aélkwis are every Way Tuítable to 
an ^e ro . One of us two, íays he, miift die: I am an Earl 
as we!l as yourfelf, fo tliat you can have no Pretcnce fof 
refufmg the Combat: However, fays be, 'tis Pity, and 
indeed would be a Sin, that íbmany innocent Menlhould 
perilh for oaf fakes, rathcr let you and i end oar Qnarrel 
in fingle Fight. 

Ere tkus Iiuill out-hrcpvtd he, 
One of ui tiue Jhall die ; 

1 knn'w thee tceU, an Earl tbeu nrf. 
Lord Picrcy fo am I. 

Sttt tmft Piercy, Pity it ivertf 
And great Offence, ta kill 

/4ny of thtfe our barmlefs Men., 
For they have done no IIL 

Let thou and I the Battle trjy 
And fet our Man ajide ; 

Accurji be he. Lord Piercy faidj 
By iKhom this is defty*d. 

" W H E N thefe brare Men had diftínpiiftied them-
felves in the Battle and in fingle Combat with each other,-
in tke Midft of a generous Parly, íUU of heroic Senti-
ments, the Scstcb E¿rl falls; and with his Dying Words 
«ncourages his Men to rcvenge his Death, reprefenting 
to them, as the moft bítter Circumfttncc of it, that hit 
Kivai faw him fell. 

With that there tamt an Arromj kten 
Qut of an Engliíh 

Which ftruck Earl Douglaa m the Ilearf 
A deef and deadJy Blovj. 

Who never fpoke more Words than tbefe^ 
Fight on my merry Men all, 

For luhy, Life ti at an End, 
Lord Piercy fees my Fall. 

Merry Men, in the LcmgHage of thofe Times, is no more 
than a cbearful Word for Companions and Fellow-Sol» 

. diers. A Pafíage in the Elcventh Book of Virgit%jEneid$ 
is very much to be íidmired, where Camilla in her laft 
Agonies inllead of weeping over the Woúnd íhe had re-
ctived, as one might have expcñed from a Warrícír of her 

Sex, 
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Scx, confidcrs only (like the Hero of whom we are now 
how the Battie íhould be continued aftcr her 

D c t h . 

Tum fie expirans, ^ t . 

A gathering líiji ^erclouds her chearful Eyes; 
Andfrom her Cheeks the rofy Cohur fiiet, 
fben turns to her y ivhofa, ef her Female Train, 
She trufied mofiy and thusjhe J^akt nuith Patn. 
Acca, V/V paft! hefwinis befare vp Sight, 
Inexorable Dtath ; and tlaims his Rigbt. 
Star my lafi Words to Tumus,^ luith Speed, 
And bid him timely to my Charge fucceed: 
Jtepel the Trojans, and the relieve : 
Faretvel. —• 

7 U R N U S did not díe in fo heroick a Manner ; tho* 
«ur Poet feems to have had his Eye upon Turnus^s Speech 
in the laft Verfe, 

Lord Piercy fees «y Fall. 

Viclfti, & viñum tendere palmas 
Aufonii videre 

E A R L Piercy'i Lamentation over his Enemy is ge-
jicrous beautiflil, and paflionate i I muft only caution 
riie Reader not to let the Simplicity of the Stile, which 
one may well pardon in fo oíd a Poet, prcjudice hím 
ajainll the Greatnefs of the Thought. 

Then leasing Life^ Earl Piercy to$k 
Tht dead Man by the Hand, 

And faid, Earl Douglas for thy Lift 
Would 1 had lojl tty hand. 

C Chrift ! My vety Heart doth bletd 
With Sorrvw for thy Sake ; 

Tor fure a more reno^L^ned Knight 
Mi/chame did never take. 

That beautiful l ine, Taking the dead Man by the Han Jy 
will put the Reader in mind of Behariour to-

• v-ardi Laufus, whom he himfelf had Slain as he canie to 
Ihc Rcfcue of his aged Father^ 

Jt 
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At vero ut 'vultum vidit morienth, ora, 
Ora modis Anchifiada pallentia miris } 
hgemuit, miferamgravittr, dextramque tetenáit, 

Ihepious Prince beheldvoung Laufus deadi 
He grie'v'd, he ivept then graffdhis Hattd, andfaiJ, 
Poor kaplefí Toutb ! What Prai/es can be paid 
To Worth fo great / 
I íhall take another Opportunity to confider theother 

Paxts of this oíd Song. 

N ® 7 1 . Tuefday, May 2 2 . 

— Scrihere jujjit amor. . Ovid. 

TH E intire Conquell of our Paflions is fo difficalt a 
Work, that they who dcfpair of it íhould tliink of 
a lefs difficult Task, and only attempt to Regúlate 

them. But there is a third thing which may contnbme 
not only to the Eafe, but alfo to the Pleafurc of our Life; 
and that is refining* our PalTions to a greater E l e ^ c c , 
than we receive them from Naturc. When the Paffion is 
Love this Work is performed in innocent, tho' rude and 
uncuítivatcd Minds, by the mere Forcé and Dignity of 
the Objeft. There are Formi which naturally create Rc-
fpea in the Beholders, and at once inikmc and chaílife 
the Imagination. Such an Impreffion as this givcs an 
immediate Ambition to defervtí, in order to plwfe. This 
Caufe and Effea are beautifully defcnbed by Mr. Dryden 
in the Pable of Cimon and Iphigenia. After he has re-
prefented Cimon fo ftupid, that 

Ue luhijlled as he nuent, for ivant of Thought, 
he makes him fall into the following Scene, and íhe\ys 
its Influence upon him fo cxcellently, that it appears as 
Natural as Wonderful. 

Jt happen^ d on a ^ummer's Hotiday 

That ti the Greenniood-Jhade he took his nvay ; » ^ I . j »- . 1 j ...»— /"̂ i 
His f^uarter-fiaff, ujhich he cou'd né'er forfake, 
iiuñ^alfhefore, andhalf hehind his Back. 
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