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282 The SPECc TATOR, No 73,

I'T isa Maxim in this Club, That the Steward never
dies ; for as they fucceed one another by way of Rotation,
no Man is to quit the great Elbow-chair which ftands at
the upper End of the Table, ’till his Succeflor is in a Rea-
dinefs to fill it ; infomuch that there has not been a Sede
wacante in the Memory of Man.

THIS Club was inftituted towards the’ End (or, as
fome of them fay, about the Middle) of the Civil Wars,
and continued without Interruption till the Time of the
Great Fire, which burnt them out, and difperfed them for
feveral Weeks. The Steward at that time maintained his
Poft till he had like to have been blown up with aneighs
bouring Houfe, (which was demolifhed in order to ffop
the Fire ;) and would not leave the Chair at laf¥, till he
had emptied all the Bottles upon the Table, and receive
repeated Direttions from the Club to withdraw himfelf,
'This Steward is frequently talked of in the Club, and
looked upon by every Member of it as a greater Man,
than the famous Captain mentioned in my Lord Clares-
don, who was burnt in his Ship becaufe ke would not
quit it without Orders. It is faid that towards the Clofe
of 1700, being the great Year of Jubilee, the Club had
it under Confideration whether they fhould break up or
continue their Seffion ; but after many Speeches and De-
bates, it was at length agreed to fit out the other Centu-
1y. This Refolution paffed in a general Club Nemine

ontradicente.

HAVING given this thort Account ofthe Inftitution
and Continuation of the Everlafiing Club, I thould here
endeavour to fay fomething of the Manners and Charac-
ters of its feveral Members, which I thall do according to
the beft Lights I have received in this Matter.

I'T appears by their Books in general, and fince their
firft Infticution they have fmoked Fifty Tun of Tobacco,
drank thirty thoufand Butts of Ale, One Thoufand Hogf-
heads of Red Port, two hundred Barrels of Brandy, and
a Kilderkin of fmall Beer. There has been likewife a
great Confumption of Cards. It isalfo faid, that they ob-
ferve the Law in Ben Fobnfon's Club, which orders the
Fire to be always kept in (focus perennis efio) as well for
the Convenience of lighting their Pipes, as to cure the

DampanS of the Club-Room., They have an old Wo-
main
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tion to Generation, and has feen the Glafs-houfe Fircs

ym Genera-

in and out above an Hundred times:.

THE Ewerlafiing Club treatsall other Clubs with an
Eye of Contempt, and talks even of the Kiz-Cat and O&o-
ber as of a couple of Upftarts. Their ordinary Difcou (e
(as much as I have been able to learn of it) turns altoge-

1 m_1

ther upon fuch Adventures as have pafled in their own
Afembly ; of Members who have taken the Glafs in their
Ve -'. X/ . o > b < o - £ ¢+

T'urns for a Week together, wi out of the

Club; of others who have fmoked an hundred P

1pes at
a- Sitting ; of others who have not miffed their M ,;‘:11513{5
Draught for twenty Years together : Sometimes they {peak
in Raptures of 2 Run of Ale in King Charles’s Reign ;
and fometimes reflet with ‘Aftenithment upon Games at
Whisk, which have been miraculoufly recovered by
Members of the Society, when in all humane Probabili«
ty the Cafe was defperate.

THEY delicht in feveral old Catches, which they
fing at all Hours to encourage one another to moiften
their Clay, and grow immortal by drinking ; with many
other edifying Exhortations of the like Nature,

THERE are four general Clubs held in a Year, at
which Times they fill up Vacancies, appoint Waiters,
confirm the old ]"f.‘e:‘d:’.?:f‘!‘, or éle& a new one, fettle
Contributions for Coals, Pipes, Tobacco, and other Ne-
ceflaries.

THE Senior Member has out-lived the whole Club
twice over, and has been drunk with the Grandfathers
of fome of the prefent fitting Members. C
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O Dea certé! Virg.

T is very ftrange to confider, thata Creature like Man,

who is fenfible of fo many Weaknefles and Imperfecti-
ons, fhould be aétuated by a Love of Fame: That Vice
and Ignorance, ImperfeCdion and Mifery fthould contend
for






