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Thus weíee how theThoughts ofthisPoem, whicli natural-
ly arifefrom ihe Subjeft, are always fimple, and fomctimeí 
exquifitely noble; that the Languageis often vcry foiinding, 
and that the whole is written with a true poetical Spirit. 

I F this Song had been written in the Gothick Manner, 
which is the Dclight of all our little Wits, whetherWriters 
»r Readers, it would nothave hit the Taíle of ib many 
Ages, and have pleafed the Readers of all Ranks and Con-
ditions. I íhall only beg Pardon for fuch a Profufion of 
Latín Quotations j which I fliould not have made ufe of, 
but that I feared my own Judgment would have lookcd 
too Angular on fuch a Subjeft, had not I fupported-it by 
the PraíÜce and Authority of Virgil, C 

Saíurday, May 26. 

Omnis Jrifitppum dccuit color ^ Jiatusy Ííf res. Hor. 

IT was with fome Mortiíication that I fuffered the Ral-
lery of a fine lady of my Acquaintuice, for calling, in 
ene of my Papers, Dorimant a Clown. She was fo un-

merciful as to take Advantagc of my invincible Tacitur-
nity, and on that Occafion, with great Freedom to confider 
the Air, theHeight, the Face, theGeflureofhimwhocouM 
prctend to Judge fo arrogantly of Gallantry. She ís fiiil of 
Motion, janty and lively in hcr Imptrtinence, and onc of 
thofe that commonly pafs, amongthelgnorant, forPer-
fons whohaveagreat deal ofHumour. Sachad thePlay of 
Sir/í/Z/í'^^inherHand, andafter fhehadfaid it was happy 
for her thcre was not fo charmíng a Creature as Dorimant 
now living, íhe began with a Theatrical Air and Tone of 
^'oice to read, by way of Triumph over me, fome of his 
Spceches. ""Tiijhe, that lovely Hair, that eajy Shape, thofe 
nvani^H Eyes, and all thofe tnelting Charms ahout her 
Jí-hurh, wh'tcb Medley fpoke of', TU follona the Lottery 
4indfut in for a Prize ivitb my Friend Bellair. 

I» Love the Vi¿Jors frcm the Vanquifh""dfly j 
They f y that 'vsound., and they purjuefhat die. 

Then tuming over the Lcave$, íhe rcads alternately, and 
ípcakf, M d 
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And^au and Loveit to ber Coji Jhallfind 
Ifathom all tbe Depth: of Womankind. 

Oh'the Fine Gentleman ! But here, continúes íhe, ís the 
Paffage I admire moft, wherehe begins to Teize Ltroeit, 
and Mimick Sir Fopling ; Üh the pretty Satyr, in his 
refolving to be a Coxcomb to pleafe, lince Noife aad 
Nonfenlé have fuch powerfu! Charms. 

/ , that Imay Sttccefs/ulpro^e, 
*Iransform my felf to lahat you ¡ove. 

The how like a Man of the Town, fo Wild and Gay i» 
that! 

7he Wife OÜ;//Jinda Diff^rence in otir Fate, 
You lueda Jf^omán, I a good Efiate. 

I T would have been a very wild Endeavour for a Mao 
of my Temper to ofFer any Oppolition to fo r.imb:e » 
Speaker as my Fdr Enemy is; but her Difcourfe gave m« 
very many Refiexions, when I had left her Com^any. A-
mong others, I could not but conñder, wiih iome At-
tention, the falfe Impreffions the Gcnerality (the Fair Sex 
more efpecially) have of what fhould be intended, when 
they fay a fine Gentleman; and could not he!p revolv* 
ing that Subjeft in my'I'hojghts, r.nd fettlíng, as ¡t were, 
an Idea of that Charaétcr in niy own Imp.gination. 

N O Man ought to luve the Eftcem cí t]ie reñ of the 
World, forany Añions which are difagrccablc to thofe 
Maxims which prcvail, as the Standards of Bejiaviom-, in 
theCountry whcrein he lives.What Is oppofite to the eter-* 
nal Rules of Reafon and good Scnfe, muíl be excluded 
from any Place in the Carriage of a well-bred Man. I did 
not, I confefs, explain my felf enough on this Subjcít, 
when I cilled Dorimant a Clown, and made itau Iníboce 
of it,that he called ÚitOran^eJf^encb, DoubleTripe : I íhould 
have Ihewed, that Humanity obliges a Gentleman togive 
no Part of Humaitkind Reproach, for what they, whom 
they Reproach, iruy poíTibly have in common with the 
mort Virtuous and Worthy amongft us. When a Gen-
tleman fpeaks Coarfly, he has dreífed himfelf Clean to no 
purpofe: The Clothing of our Minds certainly ought to 
be regarded before that of our Bodies. To betray in a Min's 
Ta!k a corrupted Imagination, is a much greater OíTencc 
againíl the Converlátion of Gentlemen, tiian any Negli-

N I geiice 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



2 9 4 S p r C T A T O R . 'N®;?-
^ence of Drefs imaginable. But this Senfe of the Matter ii 
ío far from being receivcd amtng Peoplc even of Condici-
ón, that yocifer paíTes for a fine Gentleman. He is Lóud, 
Haughty, Gentle, Soft, Lewd, and Obfequious by turn», 
juñ as a little Underftanding and great Impudcnceprompt 
htm at theprefentMoment.Hepaffesamongthe SillyPart 
of cur Women for aMan of Wít, becaufe he is generallf in 
Doubt. He contradifts with a Shrug, and confutes with a 
certain Suffidency, in profefllng fuch or fuch a Thingka-* 
bove his Capacity. What makes his Charafter the plcaunter 
is, that he is a profeíTcd Deluder of Women; and becaufe 
theempty Coxcomb has no Regard toany thing that is of it 
felf Sacred nnd ] nviolable, I have heard an unmarried Lady 
of Fortune fay, i t isaPity fo fine a Gentleman as Fociferii 
ib great an Atheift. The Crow ds of fuch inconliderable 
Creaturcs,that infeñallPlaces of AfíemblingjCveryReader 
will have in his Eye from his own Obfervation; bu t would 
ir not be worth ccnfidering what fort of Figure a Man who 
formedhimfelf uponthofe Principies among us,which are 
agrrcable to the Diíbtes of Honourand Religión, would 
Hiake in the familiar and ordinary Occurrences of Life ? 

I hardly have obferved any one £11 his feveral Duíies of 
I.ifebetter than Ignotus. All theunder Parts ofhisBehavi-
our, and fuch as are expofed tocommon Obfervation, havé 
their Rife in him from great and noble Motives. A firm 
and uníhaken Rxpeftation of another Ufe, makes him 
become this; Hunaanity and Good-nature, fortified by the 
Senfe of Virtue, has the lame Efieft upon him, as the 
Negleft of ñll Goodiiefs has upon many others. Being 
lirmiy Eñabliihed in all Mafters of Importance, that cer-
tain Inattention which makes Mens Adlions look eafy, 
appears in him with greater Beauty : By a thorough 
Contempt of little Excellencies, he is perfeñly Maíler á 
them. This Temper of Mind leaves him under no Ne-
ceífity of Studying his Air, and he has this peculiar DÍ-
lliníUon, that his Negligence is unaffefted. 

H E that can work him felf into a PIcafure in confider-
ing this Bt'ing as an unccrtain one, and think to reap an 
Advantag¡e by its Difcontinuance, is in a fair way of do-
ing all thmgs with a graceful Unconcern, and Genileman-
like Eafe. Such a one does not behold his Life as a íhort, 
tranfient, perplexing State, made up of trifling Pl^fures, 

and 
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and grcatAnxicties; but fees it in quite another Líght; hi» 
Gríeísare Momentary, andhis Joys Immorta!. Reflexión 
upon Death is not a gloomy and fad Thought of refign-
ing every Thing that he delightsin, but it is a íhort Night 
foüowed hy an endlefs Day. Wliat I would here conteml 
for is, that thé more Virtuous the Man is, the nearer he 
will naturally be to the Charafter of Genteel and Agree-
able. A Man vvhofe Fortune is Plentiful, íhews an Eale in 
his Countenance, and ConfidenceinhisBehaviour, whích 
he that is under Wants and Difficulties cannot alTume. I t 
is thus with the State of the Mind; he that governs his 
Thoughts with the everlafting Rules of Reafon and ^n fe , 
muft have fomcthing fo incxpreíTibly Graceful in his 
Wordsand A«aicm?, tiiat cvery Circumílancemuft become 
him. The Change of Terfons or Things around him do 
not at all alter his Situation, but he looks difmtereftcd in 
the Occurrences with which othei s are diílmcled, becaufc 
the ffreateft Purpofe of his Life is to maintain an Indif-
ference both to it and all its Knjoyments. In ?. word, to 
be a Fine Gcnileman, ¡s to be a Generous and a Brave 
Man. What can make a Man fo much in conlbnt Good-
humour and Shinc, as we cali it, tlian to be Supported 
by what can never fail him, and to believe that what-
ever happens to him was the beíl thing that could polTibiy 
befal him, or elfe he on whom it depends would not have 
permitted it to have bt-flillen him at all ? R 

N® 76. Monday, May 28. 

Ut tu Fortunam, ftc nos te, Cel/e, feremus. i lor . 

Ti l E R E is nothing fo comraon, as to find a Man. 
whom inthe general Obfervation of his Carriage 
you take to be of an uniform Temper, fubjeít to 

fuch unaccountable Starts of Huinour and Paííion, that lie 
is as much unlike himfelf, and differs as much from the 
Man you at firft thought him, as any two diftma Per-
fons can difFer from each other. This proceeds from th : 
Want of forming fome Law of Ufe to our felves, or fixjng 
fome Notion of :hings in general, which may afFcñ us ij* 
fuch Manncr as to create proper Habits both m our Mmds 
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