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he was in hígh Good-humour, he would lay the Scene 
whhEucrate, andona publick NightcxerdfethePaflíons 
f>f his whole Court. He was 
Eeauty watch the Ixoks of the! 
from Obfervation of his beÍRg taKen notice oí DY. 
Moriíi; and the Lcvcr conceivc higher Hopes, than to fol-
low the ^'oman he was dying for the Day befbre. In a 
Court, where Men ípeak Affefiion in the ftrongeft Tcrms^ 
and Difiikein thefamteft,itwa5acomÍcalMixtureofInci-
dents to fce Difguifcs thrown r.fide in one Cafe and increaf-
eti on the other, according as Favour or Difgraco attcnded 
the refpeftive Objcfls of Mens Approbation or Difeftcem. 
Pbaramond in his Mirth upon the Mcanncfs of Mankind 
«fed to fay, * As he could take away a Man's Flve Senfes, 
* he could givehim an Hundred. TheMan inDifgrace íhalL 
' immedliicly lofeall his natural Endowments.andhethat 
' finds Favour have the Attribiites of an.Angel. Hewould 
carry i t fo Eiras to fay, ' Itíhouldnotbeonly fointheO-
" ^inion of the lowerPart of hisCourt, but the Men them-
" lelves íhall think thus meanly or greatly of themfelvcs» 

as they are out in the good Graccs of a Court. • 
A Monr.rch who had Wit and Humourlike Pharantoné, 

niuíl havc Pleafures which no Man elfe can e%'cr have Op-
portunity of«Tjoying. He gave Forti:ne to nene butthofe 
v̂  hom he knew could receive it without Tranfport: He 
ir.ade a noble and gencrous UfeofhisObíervations; and 
cÜd not r^gr.rd his Minlilers as they were agrteable to 
himfelf, but as they were ufeful to his Kingdom: Bytlús 
Mc-ans ihe King apjieared in eveiy Officer of State; and 
no Mnn had a rarticípation of the Power, who had nol 
a Similitude of the Virtue of Pharatnond. R 

N® 77. Tuefáay^ May 29. 

Kon ctuvt'-jere ¡i((t, nec urhe tota 
S^titfqvaw ejl ta7n prope tamproculque nohis. Mart, 

MY Friend Wi l l , Ho n eY com b is or.e of thofe 
Sort of i\Ien who are vcry often abfent in Conver-
fation, and what che Trench calí a .a.'f»r and a 

áijireit. A little beforc ciur Club-time laft N i ht we were 
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walking together IN Somerfet Gardci, where W i LL. had 
picked up a fmall Pcbble of fo odd a Make, that he faid he 
would prefent it to a Friend of his, and eminent Virtuofo. 
After we had waiked fomc time, I made a full ftop with 
my Fcíce towards the Weíl,\vhich Wi LL. knowing to be 
my ufual Method ofaskingwhat's o' Clock, in an After-
noon, immediately pulled out his .Watch, and told me we 
had feven Minutes good. We took a turn or two more, 
when, to my great Surprife, I faw him fquir away h» 
Watcha confiderable way inte the Thames,^nA with great 
Sedatenefs in liis Looks put up the Pcbble, he had before 
found, in his Fob. As I have naturally an Averfion to 
much Spcaking, and do not leve to be the Meflengcr of 
ill News, efpccially when it comes too late to be ufeful, 
I left hím to be convinced of his Miftake in due time, and 
continued my Walk, rcfleaing on thefe little Abfcnces 
and Diflraaion» in Mankind, and rcfolving to mak« 
them the Subjoñ of a future Speculation. 

I was the more confirmed in my DCIÍCT, when I con-
fidcred that they were very oftcn Blemilhes in the Cha-
rañers ofMen of excellent Scnfe ; and helped to k ^ p up 
the Reputation of that latin Provcrb, which Mr. Drfdcn 
has Tranílated in the following Lines: 

Great Wit to Madnefs Jure is near ally d, 
yínd thin Fartitions do their Bounds divide. 

M y Reader does, I hope, perceive, that I dilhnguinia 
Man who is Ahfent, becaufe he thinks of fomethmg elie. 
from one who is Abftnt, bccaufe he thinks of nothmg at 
a l l : The latter is too innocent a Creature to be taken no-
tice of j but the Diftmftions of the foimer msy, I belie.e, 
be generally accounted for from onc of thefe Rcafons. 

EITMER theirMinds arewholly fixedon fomeparticu-
lar Science, which isoften the Cale of Mathematicians and 
other leamed Mcn ; or are wholly taken up with fome 
Violent Paflion, fuch as Anger, Fcar, or Love, \yhich n « 
the Mind to fome diftant Objc^ } or; lalkly, thefe üi l -
traaions proceed from d c e r t a i n Vivacity and Ficklenef? 
in a M-m's Temper, which while it nufes up mfimte 
Numbers of Idem in the Mind, is continually paíliing it 
on, without allowing it 10 reft on any particular lutnge. 
Nothing therefore is more unnatural than the Ihoughts 
and Conceptions offuch a Man, which are íeldom OCCA-

íjoued citlier by ihe Cümpany he is in, or of tiiofe 
Ubjcaa 
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Objcfls which are placed before him. While you fanfy he 
is admíring a beauüful Woman, 'tis an even Wager that 
He is folving a Propofition in Eucliá', and while you may 
imagine he is i-eading the Paris-Gazette, it is fax from 
being impoflible, that he is pulHng down and reb'uilding 
»he Front of iiis Country-houfe. 

A T the fame time that I am endeavoui ing to expofe this 
Weaknefs in others, I fliall readily confcfs that I once la-
boured under the fame Infirmity my felf. The Method I 
•ook to cpnquer it was a firm Refolution to leam fome-
thing from whatever 1 was oblíged to fee or hear. There is 
a way of thinking if a Man can attain to it, by which he 
may ftrike fomewhat out ofany thing. I can at prefentob-
ferve thofe Starts of good Senfe and Struggles of un-im-
proved Reafon in the Converfation of a CTown, with as 
jnuch Satisfaftion as the moft ftiining Periods of the molí 
íniíhed Orator ; and can malee a íhift to command my 
Attention stzPuppet-Shoau oran Opera,?£-we\\3£ZXHam' 
Jet or Othelh. I aJways make one of the Company I am 
in; for thoiigh I fay litile my felf, my Attention to othcrs, 
and thcfe Nods of Approbation which I never beftow un-
ineritcd, fufficiently Ihew that I am among thcm. Where-
as WI L L . H O N E Y coM B , tho' a Fellow of good Senfe, 
ís evcry day doing and Ciying an hundred Things which 
he afcenvai ds confcíTes, with a well-bred FI-anknels, werc 
fomewhat mal a propoi, and undeligned. 

I chanced theothcr Day togointoaCoffee-houfe,where 
WIL L. was ftanding in the midil of fevenü Auditors whom 
he had gathered round him, and was givine them an Ac-
count of the Perfon and Charafter of MolíHinton. My 
Appearance before him juft put hím in mind of me, with-
out making hím refieél that I was añually prefent. So 
that kceping his Eyes full upon me, fo the great Surprife 
of his Audience, he broke off his firft Harangue, and pro-
ceeded thus,—' W[hy now there's my Friend (mention-
* ing me by my.Name) he is a fellow that thinks agreat 
' deal, but never opens his Mouth j I warrant you he is 
' now thrufling his Ihort Face into fome Coffee-houfe a-
' bout "^Change. I was his Eail in the time of the Pcptjh' 
* Pht, when" he was takcn up for a Jefuit.' If he had 
lookcd on mea little longer, he had certiinly defcribed 
me fo particularly, wiihout c\'er confidering what led 
him inio ir, liiat the whole Cgmpany muíl neccÍTarilv 

have 
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híive found me out; for which Reafon, remembring the 
oíd Proverb, Out of Sight out of MinJ, I left thc Room ; 
and upon meeting him an Houraftenvards, was asked by 
him, with a great deal of good Humour, ín what Part "of 
the World I had livcd, that he had not fecn me thefe three 
Days. 

M O N S I E U R ^rríy^rf.hasgivenustheCharaíterof 
«« abfent Man, with a great deal of Humour, which he 
has puíhed to an agreeable Extravagance; with theHeads 
of it I íhall conclude my prefent Paper. 

' MENALCAS (fays that excellent Author) comes 
* downinaMorning,openshisDoortogoout, but íhuts ít 
* again,becaufeheperceivesthathehashÍsNÍght-capon; 
' and examining himfelf further finds that he is but half 
' íhaved, that he has lluckhisSwordonhisrightSide,that 
' hÍ5 Stockingsare about hisHcels,aiKl thathis Shirt is over 
* his Breeches. When he is drefled he goes to Court,comes 
' into the Di-awing-room, and waiking bolt upright undér 
* a Branch of Candleftickshis Wigis cau^ht up by oue óf 
* them, and hangsdanclinginthe Air. Áll theCourtierg 
' fall a laughing, but Menalcas laughs louder than any of 
* them, and looks about for the Perfonthat is the Jeft of 
* the Company. Coming down to the Courc-gate he finds 
' a Coach, which taking for his own he whips into i t ; 
* and the Coachman drives ofF,not doubting but he carries 
' his Mafter. As foon as heftops, Menalcas throwshimfelf 
* out of the Coach,croíTes the Court.afcends the Stair-cafe, 
' and runs thro' all the Chambers with the greatell Fami-
* liarity, repofes himfelf on a Couch, and fanfies himfelf 
' at heme. The Mafter of the Houfe at lall comes in, 
* Menalcas rifes to receíve him, and Jefires him to iTt 
* down; he talks, mufes, and then talks again. Tbe 
' Gcndemanof theHoufeistiredandamazedj Menalcas 
* is no lefs fo, bnt is evcry Moment in Hopes that his 
* impertinentGueft wiHatlaíVendhistediousV ifjt. Night 
' comes on, when Menalcas ii hardly undcceivcd. 

' W H E N he is playing at Bickg.-immon, he calis 
* for a full Glafs of \VÍnc and Water; 'tis his tum to 
* throw, he has the-Box in one tland and his Glafs in 
* the other, and being cxtremely dry, and unwilling to 
* lofe Time, he fwallows down both thc Dice, and at 
' the fame time th?ows his Wine into thc Tables. He 
* writes a Letter, and flings the Saná into ih£ Ink-bottle; 
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he writes a fccond, andmiftakes theSuperfcription : A 
Nobleman receives pne of them, and upon openíng ic 
reads asfollows: I n^ould have you, honejl Jack, immedi' 
atelyuponthe Receipt o/this, take in Hay enough to/erve 
methe Winter. His farmer receives the other, and ís 
amazed to fee in it, My Lord, I receíved your Grace's 
Commands with an in 'tire SubmiJ/ton to— If he is at an 
Entcrtainment, you máy lee the Pieces of Bread con-
tiimally multiplying round his Píate : 'Tis truethe rell 
of the Company want it, as well as their Knives and 
Forks, which Menalcas does not let them keep long. 
Sometimes in aMorning heputs his whole Family in an 
hurry, and at laft gees out without being able to fiay 
for his Coach or Dmner, and for that Day you may 
fee him in every Part of the Town, except the very 
Place where he had appointed to be upon a Biifinefs of 
Iinportance. You would oftentake him for every thing 
that he is not j for a Fellow quite Stupid, for he hears 
nothing; for a Fool, for he talks tohimfelf, and has an 
íiundrcd Grimaces and Motions with his Head, which 
are altogether involuntary ; for a proud Man, for he 
looks full upon you, and takes no notice of your fa-
luting him: The Truth on't is, his Eyes are open, but 
he makes no ufe of them, and neither fees you, ñor any 
Man, ñor any thing elfe: He came once from his 
Country-Houfe,and his ownFootmenundertook to rob 
him, and iucceeded: They held a Flambeau to his 
Throat, and bid him deliver his Purfe; he did fo, 
and coming home toid his Friends he had been robbed j 
they defire to know the Particulars, Ask my Str'vantSy. 

* Ü^^l.lcnakaiyforthey'were'withme. X 

M® 78. TVednefday, May 30. 

CumTalis fu, Utinam nojler ejes f 

y»! \ H E following Lcttersare fo pleafant, that Tdouht 
I not but the Reader will be as much divcrtcd with 

them as I was. 1 have iiothing to do in this Day's 
Entci-iaiiinieiit, bat lalúng tJ.e Scntcnce from the I-lnd of 

tue 
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