To the Right Honourable

Charles Lord HaUifax.

Mr LORD,

jimilitude of Manners and
Studies is ufually menti-

oned as one of the ftrong-

eft Motives to Affedion

and Eftecm; but the paflionate Ve-
neration | have for your Lordihip,
I think, flows from an Admiration
of Quialities in You, of which, in the
whole courfe of thefe Papers | have
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acknowledged my felf incapable.
While | bufy my felf as a Stranger
upon Earth, and can pretend to no
other than being a Looker-on, You
are confpicuous in rhe Bufy and Po-
lite World, both in the World ofMen
and thatof Letters; While I am filenc
and unobferv'd in publick Meetings,
You are admired by all that ap-
proach You as the Life and Genius
of the Converfation. What an hap-
py Conjun6tion of difterent Talents
meets in him whofe whole Difcourfe
Is at once animated by the Strength
and Force of Reafbn, and adorned
with all the Graces and Embellifh-
ments of Wit? When Learning ir-
radiates common Life, it is then in
its higheft Ufe and Perfedion; and
it is to fuchas Your Lordfliip*, that
the Sciences owe the Efteem which
they have with the adive Part of

Mankind.
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Mankind. Knowledge of Books in
reclule Men, is like that fort of Lan-
thorn which hides him who carries
it, and ferves only to pals through
focretand gloomy Paths ofhis own j
but in the Pofleflion of a Man of
Bufmefs, itisasa Torchin the Hand
of one who is willing and able to
lliew thofo, who are bewildered, the
Way which leads to their Profperity
and Welfare. A generous Concern
for your Country, and a Pailion
for every thing which is truly Great
and Noble, are what a<ftuate all
Your Life and A”bionsj and | hope
You will forgive me that I have an
Ambition this Book may be placed
in the Library of fogood a Judge of
what is valuable, in that Liwary
where the Choice is fich, that it will
not be a Difparagement to be the
meanefl: Author in it. Forgive me,
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my Lord, for taking this Occafion
of telling all the World how ardent-
ly 1 Love and Honour You " and
that | am, with the utmoft Gratitude
for all Your Favours,

My LORV I
Tour Lordjhifs
mojl obliged”
moji Ohedientj and

moJl Humble Servant”

7he Spectator.
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Slualis uhi audito 'uenantum murmure Tigris
Horruit in maculas Statius.

[b o u t the Middle of laft Winter I went
to fee an Opera at the Theatre in the Hay-
market, where | could not but take notice

lof two Parties ofvery fine Women, that

| had placed themfelves in the oppofite Side-

‘Boxes, and feemed drawn up in a kind of

Battle-Array one againll another. After a fliort Suiwey of
them, | found they were Patch’d differently ; the Faces
on one Hand being fpotted on the right Side of the Fore-
head, and thofe upon the other on the Left. I quickly per-
ceived that they caft hoftile Glances upon oneanother; and
that their Patcheswere placed in thofe different Situations,
as Party-Signals to diftinguifh Friends from Foes. In die
Middle-Boxes, between thefe two oppofite Bodies, were
feveral Ladies who Patched indifierently on both Sidesof
their Faces, and feem’d to fit there with no other Inten-
tion but to fee the Opera. Upon Inquiry | found, that
the Body oiAmazons onmy right Hand, were Whigs, and
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thofe on my left, Tories; And that thofe who had placed
themfelves in the Middle Boxes were a Neutrdl Party,
whofe Faces had not yet declared themfelves. Thefc laft,
however, as | afterwards found, diminiflied daily, and
took their Party with one Side or the other; infomuch
that | obferved in feveral of them, the Patches, which
were before difperfed equally, are now all gone over to
the Whig or Tory Side of the Face. The Cenforious fay.
That the Men whofe Hearts are aim’d at, are very often
the Occafions that one Part of the Face is thus dilhonoar-
ed, and liesunder akind of Difgrace, while the'other is
fo much fefoff and adorned by the Owner; and tliat the
Patches turn to the Right or to the Left, according to the
Principles ofthe Man who is moft in Favour. But what-
ever may be the Motives of a few fantaftical Coquettes,
ivho do not Patch for the I™ublick Good fo much as for
ilieir own private Advantage, it is certain, that there are
feveral Women of Honour who Patch out of Principle,’
and with an Eye to the Intereft oftheir Country. Nay,
I am informed that feme of them adhere fo ftedfaftly to
their Party, and are fo far from facrilidng. their Zeal
for the Publick to their Paffion for any particular Per-
fon, that in a late Draught' of Marriage-Articles a Lady
has ftipulated with her Husband, That, whatever his
Opinions are, lhe ftiall be at liberty to Patch on which
Side lhe pleafes.

Imuftheretake notice, that afamous Whig
Partizsn, has moft unfortunately a very beautiful Mole on
the Tory Part of her Forehead ; which being very con-
fpicuous, has occafioned many Miftakes, and given an
handle to her Enemies to mifreprefent her Face, as tho*
it had revolted from the Whig Intereft. But, whatever
this natural Patch may feem to intimate, it is well known
that her Notions of Government are ftill the fame. This
unlucky Mole, however, has mifled feveral Coxcombs
and like the hanging out of ftilfe Colours, made fome of
them converfe with Rofalintia in what they thought the
Spirit of her Party, when on a fudden ftte has given them
an uhexpefled Fire, that has funk them all at once. If
Rafalinda is unfortunate in her Mole, Nigranilla is as
unhappy in a Pimple, which forces her, againll her In-
clinations, to Patch on the Whig Side.

|
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| am told that many virtuous Matrons, who formeriy
have been taught to believe that this artificial Spotting
of the Face was unlawful, are now reconciled by a Zeal
for their Caufe, to what they could not be prompted
by a Concern for their Beauty. This way of declaring
War upon one another, puts me in mind of what is re-
ported of the Tigrefs, that feveral Spots rife-in her Skin
when lhe is angry, or as Mr. Conuley has imitated the-
Verfes that Hand as the Motto of this Paper,

Bhef 'wells 'with angry Pride,
And callsforth all her Spots on C'v'ry Side..

W HEN | was in the Theatre the Time above-men-
tioned, | had the Curiofity to count the Patches on both
Sides, and found the Tory Patches to be about Twenty
ftronger than the Whig 1 but to make- Amends for this
fmall Inequality, | the next Morning found the whole
Puppet-lhow filled with Faces fpotted after the Whiggilh.
Manner. Whetlier or no the Ladies had retreated hither
in order to rally their Forces | cannot tell; but die next
Night they came in fo great a Body to the Opera, that,
they out-number’d the Enemy.

TH IS Account ofParty-Patches will, | am afraid, ap-
pear improbable to thofe who live at a Diftance from the
falhionable World; butasitisa Diftinftion ofa very fin-
gular Nature, andwliat perhaps may never meet with a.
Parallel, 1 think 1 fhould not have difcharged the Office
ofa faithful Spe ctator ~had not | recorded it.

I have, in former Papers, endeavoured to expofe this.
Party-Rage in Women, as it only ferveato aggravate the
Hatreds and Animofities that reign among Men, and in.
a great meafure depriv'cs the fair Sex of thole peculiar
Charms with which Nature has endowed them.

WHEN the Romans and Salines were at War, and
jiill upon the Point of giving Batde, the Women wlio
were allied to both ofthem, interpofed with fo many
Tears and Intreaties, that they prevented the mutual
Slaughter which.threatned bodi Parties, and united them
together in a firm and lulling Peace.

I would recommend this noble Example to our Britijh
Ladies, at a Time when their Country is torn with fo
many unnatur<Il Pivifions, that if they continue, it will
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be a Misfortune to be born in it. The Greeks thought it
fo improper for Women to intereft themfelves in Com-
petitions and Contentions, that for this Reafon, among
others, they forbad them, under Pain of Death, to be
prefent at the Olympick Games, notwithftanding theCe
were the publick Diverfions ofall Greece.

A S our Englijh Women excel thofe of all Nations in
Beauty, they lhould endeavour to outfhine them in all
other Accomplilhments proper to the Sex, and to diftin-
guilh themfelves as tender Mothers, and faithful Wives,
rather than as furious Partizans.. Female Virtues are of
a Domeftick Turn. The Family is the proper Province
for private Women to lhine in. If they mull be (hew-
ing their Zeal for the Publick, let it not be againil thofe’
who are perhaps of the fame Family, or at lead of the
(kme Refigion or Nation, but againft thofe who are
the open, profelTcd, undoubted Enemies of their Faith,
Liberty and Country. When the.RomansyitrexprciTed
with a foreign Enemy, the Ladies voluntarily contribut-
ed all their Rings and Jewels to alTift the Government
under a publick Exigence, which appeared fo laudable an
A£lion in the Eyes oftheir Countrymen, that from thence-
forth it was permitted by a Law to pronounce publick
Orations at the Funeral ofa Woman m Praife of the de-
ceafed Perfon, which till that Time was peculiar to Men.
Would our EngKfi Ladies, inftead of (licking on a Patch
againil thofe of their own Country, (hew themfelves fo
truly publick-fpirited as to lacrifice every one her Neck-
lace againd the Common Enemy, what Decrees ought
not to be made in Favour ofthem ?

SINCE | amrecollefting upon thisSubjeid fuch Paf-
fages as occur to my Memory out of ancient Authors, |
cannot omit a Sentence in the celebrated Funeral Ora-
tion of Ferities, which he made in Honour of thofe brave
jJthenians that were (lain in a Fight with the Lacede-
tttonians-, After having addrelTed himfelf to the feveral
Ranks and Orders of his Countrymen, and (hewn them
how they (hould behave themfelves in the publick Caufe,
he turns to the Female Partof his Audience j. * And as
* for you (fays he) I (hall advife you in very few Words:
* Afpire only to thofe Virtues that are peculiar to your
' Sex; follow your natural Modedy, and think it your

greateft





