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‘* greateft Commendation not to be talked of one way
‘ or other. C

N° 82. Mondayt June 4.

— Caput domind wnale fub hafid. Juv.

ASSING under Ludgate the other Day, | heard a
P Voice bawling for Cimrity, whichl thought I had

fomewhere heard before. Coming near to the Grate,
the Prifoner called me by my Name, and defired I
would throw fomething into the Box ; | was out of
Countenance for liim, and did as he bid me, by putting
in half a Crown. | went away, reflefting upon the
ftrange Conftitution of fome Men, and how meanly they
behave themfelves in all Sorts of Conditions. The Per-
fon who begged of me is now, as | take it. Fifty : Twas
well acquainted with him till about the Age of Twenty-
five ; at which Time a good Eftate fell to him by the Deatli
ofaRelation. Upon coming to this unexpedled good For-
tune, he ran into all the Extravagancies imaginable ; was
fi-equently in drunken Difputes, broke Drawers Heads,
talked and fwore loud, was unmannerly to tliofe above
him, and infolent to thofe below him. | could not but
remark, that .it was the fame Bafenefs of Spirit which
worked in his Behaviour in both Fortunes: The fame
little Mind was infolent in -Riches, and fliamelefs in Po-
verty. This Accident made me mufe upon the Circum-
ftance of being in Debt in general, and folve in my Mind
what Tempers were moft apt to fall into this Error of
Life, as well as the Misfortune it muft needs be to lan-
guiih under fuch PrelTures. As for my felf, my natural
Averfion to that fort of Converfation which makes a
Figure with the Generality of Mankind, exempts me
from any Temptations to Expence ; and all my Bufinefs
lies within a very narrow Compafs, which is only to
give an honcft Man who takes care of my Eftate, proper
Vouchers for his quarterly Payments to me, and obferve

what
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what Linen my Laundrefs brings and takes away wkh
her once a Week : My Steward brings his Receipt ready
for my Signing; and | have a pretty Implement with the
rcfpeflive Names of Shirts, Cravats, Handkerchiefs and
Stockings, with proper Numbers to know how to reckon
with my Laundrefs. This being almoft all the Bufinafs I
have in the World for the Care of my own Affairs, | am
at fall Leifure to obferve upon what others do, with re-
lation to their Equipage and Occonomy.

WHEN | walk the Street, and obferve the Hurry
about me in this Town,

Where 'with like Uafte, tho' difrent Ways they run i
Some to undo, andfome to be undone j

| fay, wLen | behold this vail Variety of Perfons and
Humours, with the Pains they both take for the Accom-
plilhment of the Ends mentioned in the above Verfes of
Denham, | cannot much wonder at the Endeavour after
Gain, but am extremely allonifhcd that Men can be fo
ihfchfible of the Danger of running into Debt, “ne
would think it impoffible a Man who is given to con-
traft Debts lhould know, that his Creditor has from that
Moment in which he tranfgrelTes Payment, fo much as
that Demand comes to in his Debtor’s Honour, Liberty,
and Fortune. One would think he did not know, that
his Creditor can fay the worll thing imaginable of him,
to wit, ~hat he is unjuji, without Defamation ; and can
feize his Perfon, without being guilty of ah AlTault. Yet
fuch is the loofe and abandoned Turn of fome Mens
Minds, that they can live under thefe conftant Appre-
ienfions, and Hill go on to increafe the Caufe of them.
Can there be a more low and fervile Condition, than to
be alhartied, or afraid, to fee any one Man breathing i
Yet he that is much in Debt, isin that Condition with
relation to twenty different People. There are indeed
Circumllances wherein Men of honell Natures may be-
come li.able to Debts, by fome unadvifed Behaviour in
any great Point of their Life, or mortgaging a Man’s
Honelly as a Security for that of another, and the like;
but thefe Inllances are fo particular and circumftantiated,
that they cannot come witlhn general Confiderations
For
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For one fuch Cafe as one of thefe, there are ten, where
a Man, to keep up a Farce of Retinue and Grandeur
within his own Houfe, fhall Ihrink at the Expeftation of
furly Demands at his Doors. The Debtor is the Credi-
tor’'s Criminal, and all the Officers of Power and State,
whom we behold make fo great a Figure, are no other
than fo many Perfons in Authority to make good his
Charge againft him. Humane Society depends upon his
having the Vengeance Law allots him t and the Debtor
owes his Liberty to his Neighbour, as much as the Mur-
derer does his Life to his Prince.

O UR Gentry are, generally fpeaking, in Debt; and
many Families have put it into a Kiind of Method of
being fo from Generation to Generation. The Father
mortgages when his Son isvery young: and the Boy
is to marry as foon as he is at Age to redeem it, and
find Portions for his Sifters. This, forfooth, is no great
Inconvienience to him; for he may Wench, keep a pub-
lick Table or feed Dogs, like a worthy Englijh Gen-
tleman, till he has out-run half his Eftate, and leave
the fame Incumbrance upon his Firft-born, and fo on,,
till one Man of more Vigour than ordinary goes quite
through the Eftate, or fome Man of Senfe emnes into it,
and korns to have an Eftate in Partnerfhip, that is to
fay, liable to the Demand or Infult ofany Man living.
There is my Friend Sir A ndrew, tho for many Years
a great and general Trader, was never the Defendant in
a Law-Suit, in all the Perplexity of Bufinefs, and the
Iniquity of Mankind at prefent; No one had any Co-
lour for the leaft Complaint againft his Dealings with,
him. This is certainly as uncommon, and in its Pro-
portion as laudable in a Citizen, as itis ih a General
never to have fullered a Difadvantage in Fight. How
different from this Gentleman is Jack truepenny, who
has been an old Acquaintance of Sir Andrew and.
my felf from Boys, but could never learn our Caution.
Jack has a whiorilli unrefilled Good-nature, which
makes him incapable ofhaving a Property inany Thing.
His Fortune, his Reputation, his Time and his Capa-
city, areat any Man’s Service that comes firft. When
he was at School, he was whipped thrice a Week
for Faults he took upon him to excufe others; fmee he

ecame





