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ofihis Age, .had a numerous CoUedUon of old EngUJh
Ballads, and took a -pai ticular Pleafur'e in the Reading c£
them- | cen affirm the fame of Mr. Dryden, and know
feveral of the moll refined Writers of our prefent Age
who are of the fame Humour.

I might Likewife refer my Reader to Holiere'& Thoughts
on this Subject, as he has expreffed them in the Gharac-
ter ofthe Mifanthrope but thofe only who are endow-
ed .with a true Greatnefs ofSoul and Genius can divell
themfelves of the little Images of Ridicule, and admire
Nature in her Simplicity and Nakednefs. As for the little
conceited Wits of the Age, who can only lhew their
Judgment by finding Famt, they cannot be fuppofed to
admire thefe Produtlions which have nothing to recom-
mend them but the Beauties of Nature, when they do
not know how to relifh even thole. Compofitions that,
with all the Beauties of Nature, have alfo the additional
Advantages of Art. L
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Heuqu” difficileefi crimen non proderewultu! Ovid.

h e r e are feveral Arts which all Men are in
feme meafure Mailers of, without haying been

at the Pains of learning them. Every one that
fpeaks or reafpns is a Grammarian and a Logician, tho’
he may be wholly unacquainted with the Rules of
Grammar or Logick, as they are delivered in Books and
Syftems. In the fame manner, every one is in fome
Degree a Mailer of that Art which is generally diftin-
guilhed by the Name of Phyfiognomy.j anid naturally
forms to himfelf the Charadler or Fortune of a.Stranger,
from the Features and Lineaments ofhis Face. We are
no fooner prefented to any one we never faw before,
but we are immediately llruck with the Idea ofa proud,
a referved, an aftable, ora good-natured Man j and up-
on our firll going into a Company of Strangers, our
Benevolence or Avcrfion, Awe or Contempt, rifes na-
turally
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| turally towards fevend particular Perfons, before we
have heard them i'peak a fingle Word, or fo much as
know who they are.

EVERY Paffion gives a particular Call to the Coun-
ttenance, and is apt to dilcover it felf in feme Feature or
Pother. | have feen an Eye curfe for halfan Hour toge-
Ither, and an Eye-brow call a Man Scoundrel. Nothing

iii more common than for Lovers to complain, refent,
languifh, defp.air, and die in dumb Show. For my own
part, 1 am foapt to frame a Notion ofevery Man'sHu-
mour or Circumilances by his Looks, that | have fome-
times employed my felf from Charing-Crofi to the Royal
Exchange in drawing the Characters of thofe who have
paired by me. When | fee a Man with a lour rivell'd
Face, |1 cannot forbear pitying his Wife j and when I
meet with an open ingenuous Countenance, think on
the Flappinefs of his Friends, his Family, and Relations.

I cannot recoiled the Author ofa famous Saying ton
Stranger who Hood filent in his Company, Speak that |
mayfee thee. Bat, with SubmilTion, | think we m.,y be
better known by our Looks than by our Words, and
that a Man’s Speech is much more cafily difguiled thair
his Countenance. In this Cafe, iiowever, | think the
Air of the whole Face is much more expreliive than the
l.inesof it; The Truth of itis, the Air is generally
nothing elfe but the inward Difpofition of the Mind
made vilible.

THOSE who have ellablillied Phyfiognomy into an
Art, and laid down Rules ofjudging Mens Tempers by
their Faces, have regarded the Features much more than
die .Air. Martial has a pretty Epigram on this Subjed.

Cfine ruber, niger ore, brevispedc, luiitine'laefus :
Rem magnam prajias, Zoile, fi bonus cs.

Thy Btard and Head arc of a diffrent Dye ;

Short of one Foot, diftorted in an Eye :

If ith all tbefe Tokens of a Knave compleat.

Should'ft thou be honeft, thou'rt a dev'lijh Cheat,

~ 1 have feen a very ingenious Author on this Subjed,
who.founds his Speculations cn the Suppofition, 'lI'hatas
a Man hath in the Mould of his Face a remote Likehefs
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to thatofan Ox, a Sheep, a Lion, an Hog, or any other
Creature ; he hath the fame Refemhlance in the Frame
of his Mind, and is fubjeft to thofe Paflions which arc
predominant in the CretUure that appears in his Coun-
tenance. Accordingly he gives the Prints of feveral
Faces that are of a different Mould, and by a little over-
charging the Likenefs, difeovers the Figures of thefe fe-
veral Kinds of brutal Faces in liuman Features. 1 re-
member, in tire Life of tire famous Prince of Conde, the
Writer obferves, the Face of that Prince was like the
Face of an Eagle, and that the Prince was very well
pleafed to be told fo. In this Cafe therefore we may be
fine, that he had in liis Mind fome general implicit No-
tion of this Art of Phyfiognomy which | have juft now
mentioned ; and that when his Courtiers told him his
Face was made like an Eagle’s, he underftood them in
the fame manner as if tliey had told him, there was
fomething in his Looks which ihewed him to be ftrong,
aftivc, piercing, and of a royal Defcent.  Whether or
no the difterent Motions of the animtd Spirits in difterent
Paflions, may have any Eft'eft on the Mould of the Face
wlien the Lineaments arc pliable and tender, or whetlicr
tlie fame kind of Souls require the fame kind of Habi-
tations, | fhall leave to the Confidcration of the Curious.
In the mean time | think nothing can be more glori-
ous than for a M:m to give the Lye to his Face, and to
be an lioneft, juft, good-natured Man, in fpite of all
tlioie Marks and Signatures which Nature feem to have
fet upon him for the Contrary. This very often hap-
pens among thofe, who, inftead of being e.xalperated by
their own Looks, or envying the Looks of others, ap-
ply themfelves intirely to the cultivating of their Minds,
and getting thofe Beauties which are more lulling and
more ornamental. | have feen many an amiable Piece
of Deformity ; and have obferved a certain C.liearfulnefs
in as bad a Syftem of Features asever was clapped to-
gether, whicli hath appeared more lovely than all the
blooming Charms of an infolent Beauty. I'here isa
double Praife due to Virtue, when it is lodged in a Body
that feems to have been prepared for the Reception of
Vice; in many fuch Cafes the Soul and the Body do
not feem to be Fellows.

SOCRA-
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so CRATES was an extraordinary Inftance of this
Nature, There chanced to be a great Phyfiognomifl:
in his Time at Athens, who had made ftrange Difco-
veries of Mens Tempers and Inclinations by their outward
Appearances. Socrates's Difciples, that they might put
this Artirt to the Trial, carried him to their Mafter,
wdiom he liad never feen before, and did not know he
was then in Company with him.  After a lliort Exami-
nation of his Face, the Phyficgnomill pronounced him
the moll lewd, libidinous, drunken old Fellow that he
had ever met with in Ids whole Life. Upon which tlie
Difciples all burll out a laughing, as thinking they had
detefted the Falfhood and Vanity of his Art. But So-
crates told them, that the Principles of his Art might be
very true, notwithftanding his prefent Miftake ; for that
he himfelfwas naturally inclined to thofe particular Vices
which the Phyfiognomift had difeovered in his Counte-
nance, but that he had conquered the ftrong Difpofitions
he was born with by the Diftates of Philofophy.

W E are indeed told by an ancient Author, that So-
crates very much refembled Si/enus in his Face ; which
we find to have been very rightly obferved from the
Statues and Bufts of both, that are Hill extantj as well
as on feveral antique Seals and precious Stones, which
are frequently enough to be met with in the Cabinets of
the Curious. But however Obfervations of this Nature
may fometimes hold, a wife Man lhould be particularly
cautious how he gives Credit to a Man’s outward Ap-
pearance. It is an irreparable Injullice we are guilty of
tow'ards one another, when we are prejudiced by the
Looks and Features of thofe whom we do not know.
How often do we conceive Hatred againll a Perfon of
Worth, or fenfy a Man to be proud or ill-natured by
his Afpeft, wliom we think we cannot efteem too much
when we are acquainted with his real Characler > Dr.
Moore, in his admirable Syftem of Ethicks, reckons this
particular Inclination to take a Prejudice againll a Man
for his Looks, among the fmaller Vices in Morality,

and, if | remember, gives it the Name of a Pro/opo-
Itpfta.

B 2 Saturday,





