2$ Spectator. N° 87.

N® 87. Saturday, June 9.

*Nimihn ne crede colori. Virg.

1T has been the Purpofeof fevcral of my Speculations

J to bring People to an unconrerr. r'd ‘our, vith
relation to their Perfons, wlicti, :1 or c'e ec-

live. As the Secrets of the Ugh C.

to the Publick, that Men might fee

noble Spirits in the Age, who are nor J n
with themfelves upon Confideration.'-whic .no
Choice in ; fo the Difeourfe c<jnceining Idd. .icl-'l ro

leffen the Value People put upon themielves ,iom peno-
nal Advantages and Gifts of Mature. As to the latter
Species of Mankind, the Beauties, wiicther Male or
Female, tliey are generally the molt untr flable People
of all others. You are fo exceffively perplexed with the
Particularities in their Behaviour, that, to be at Eafc,
one would be apt to wiifli there were no fuch Creatures.
They expedl fo great Allow'ances, and give fo little to
others, that they who have to do with them find in the
main, a Man witli a better Perfon tlian ordinary, and
a beautiful Woman, might be very happily changed for
fuch to whom Nature has been lefs liberal. The Hand-
fom Fellow is ufually fo much a Gentleman, and the
fine Woman has fomething fo becoming, that there is
no enduring either ofthem. It has therefore been gene-
rally my Choice to mix with chcarfiil ugly Creature.s,
rather than Gentlemen who are graceful enough to omit
or do what they pleafe; or Beauties who have Charms
enough to do and fay what would be difobliging in any
but themfelves.

DIFFIDENCE and Prefumption, upon account
of our Perfons, are equally Faults; and botli arife from
the Want of knowing, or rather endeavouring to know,
our felves, and for what we ought to be valued or neg-
ledled. Butindeed, | did not imagine thefe little Conh-
dcrations and Coquetries could have the ill Confequence

as

MM =m0



N* 87. Spectator. 29

as | find they have by the foHowing Letters of my Cor-
refpondents, where it feems Beauty is tlirown into the
Accompt, in Matters of Sale, to thofe who receive no
Favour from the Charmers.

Mr. Spectator, June 4.
‘ A FT ER I have affured you | am in every refpeft
' one cfthehandfomeft young Girls about Town—
‘| need be particular in nothing but the Make of my
* Face, which has the Misfortune to be exaftly Oval.
This | take to proceed from a Temper that naturally
‘ inclines me both tofpeak and to hear.

W I TH this Account you may wonder how | can
‘* have the Vanity to offer my felfas a C.andidate, which
Inowdo, toa Society, where the Spectator and
HecatiJ/a have been admitted with fo much Applaufe.
| don’t want to be put in mind how very defeftive |
‘ amin every Thing that is ugly : | am too fenfible of
‘ my own Unwortliinefs in this Particular, and therc-
‘* fore I only propofe,my felf as a Foil to the Club.

‘Y O LT fee how honefl I have been to confefs all my
* Impcrfeftions, which is a great deal to come from a
‘ Woman, and what I hope you will encourage with
the Favour of your Intereft.
‘ THERE can be no Objeftion made on the Side of
‘ the matchlefs Hecatiffa, lince it iscertain | fhall bein
no Danger ofgiving her the lead Occafion of Jealoufy :
And then a Joint-Stool in the very lowell Place at
J the Table, is all the Honour that is coveted by

Your mofl Humble
end Obedient Sewant,
Rosalinda.

P. S. I have facrificed my Necklace to put into the
Publick Lottery .againft the Common Enemy. And
laft Saturday, about Three o’ Clock in tlie Afternoon,
| began to patch indifferently on both Sides of my
' Face.
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Mr.Spect ator, London, June 7, 1711

u " . O N Trading your late Differtation concerning
Idols, 1 cannot but complain to you that there

‘ are, in fix or feven Places of this City, CoffFee-houfes
‘ kept by Perfons of that Sifterhood. Thefe Idols fit and
' receive all Day long the Adoration of the Youth within
* fuch and fuch Diftridls : | know in particular. Goods
' are notentered as they ought to be at the Cuftom-houfc,
‘ nor Law-Reports perufcd at the Temple j byreafonof.
| one Beauty who detains the young Merchants too long
' near Change, and another Fair one who keeps the
Students at her Houfe when they fliould be at Study.
‘1t wou'd be worth your while to fee how the lIdola-
ters alternately offer Incenfe to their Idols, and what
Heart-burning arife in thofe who wait for their Turn

‘ to receive kind Afpedls from thofe little Thrones,
" which all the Company,but thefe Lovers, call the Bars.
| faw a Gentleman turn as pale as Afhcs, becaufe an
Idolturned the Sugar in a Tea-Difh for his Rival, and
carelefly called the Boy to ferve him, with a Sirrah |
Win do)dtyouginie the Gesstleman the Box topleafe him-
felf? Certainitis, thata very hopeful young Man was
taken with Leads in his Pockets below Bridge, where
he intended to drown himfelf, becaufe his would
wafh the Difh in w'hich fhe had but'juft drank Tea,

before fhe would let him ufe it.

‘ lam. Sir,aPcrfonpaftbeing Amorous, and do not
give this Information out of Envy or Jraloufy, but .1
am a real Sufferer by it. Thefe Lovers take any thing
for Tea and Coffee; | law one Yefterday forfeit to
make his Court; and all his Rivals, at the fame time,
loud in the Commendation of Liquors that went
againft every Body in the Room that was notin Love.
While thefe young Fellows refign their Stomachs
with their Hearts, and drink at the Idol in this man-
ner, we who come to do Bufinefs, or talk Politicks,
are utterly poifoned: They have alfo Drams for
thofe who are more enamoured than ordinary;
and it is very common for fuch as are too low
in Conftitution to ogle the Idol upon the Strength
of Tea, to flufter themfelves with warmer Li-

‘ quors j





