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‘  quors; Thus all Pretenders advance, as faft as they 
‘ can, to a Fever or a Diabetes. I  mull repeat to you, 
• that I do not look with an evil Eye upon the Profit o f the 
‘ Idols, or the Diverfions o f the Lovers ; what I hope 
‘ from this Remonftrance, is only that we plain People 
‘ may not be ferved as i f  we were Idolaters; but tliat 
‘ from the time of publilhing this in your Paper, the 
‘ Idols would mix Ratsbane only for their Adnrirers, and 
‘  take more Care of us who don’ t love tliem. I am,

• S I R ,  71.1 rs,
R  T . T .

N '^  8 8 , M on day^  y u n e  1 1 .

^tidDossiiui facient, audent cutit talla Fares ? V irg.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r , ^lay 30, 1711.

I Have no fmail Value for your Endeavours to lay 
before the World what may cfcape their Obfer- 
vation, and yet highly conduces to their Ser­

vice. You have, I think, fucceeded very well on 
many SubjeiSls 5 and feem to have been converfant in 
very different Scenes of Life. Hut in the Confidcrations 
o f Mankind, as a S p e c t a t o r , you fliould not 
omit Circumftances which relate to the inferior Part of 
the World, any more than thofe which concern the 
greater. There is one thing in particular which I won­
der you have not touched upon, and that is the gc‘  
neral Corruption o f Manners in the Servants o f 
Great Britain. I am a M.an that liave tr.avel!ed and 
feen many Nations, but have for feven Years lall pall 
reiided conftantly in Londots, or within twenty Miles 
o f i t :  In this Tim e I have contrafted a numerous 
Acquaintance among the bell fort o f People, and 
have hardly found one of them happy in their Ser­
vants. This is Matter o f great Allonifliment to Fo- 
reigirers, and all fuch as have vifited Foreign Coun­
tries; especially fmee we cannot but obferve. That 
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there is no Part o f  the World where Servants have 
tliofe Privileges and Advantages as in England; They 
have no where elfe fuch plentiful Diet, large Wages, 
or indulgent Liberty: There is no Place wherein they 
labour lefs, and yet where they are fo little refpedlful, 
more wafteful, more negligent, or where they fo fre­
quently change their Mailers. T o  this I  attribute, in a 
great meafure, the frequent Robberies and Lofles which 
we fuffer on the high Road and in our own Houfes. 
That indeed which gives me the prefent Thought o f
this kind, is, thata carcIefsGroomofminehasipoiled
me the prettieil Pad in the World with only riding him 
ten Miles, and I alTure. you, if  I  were to make a Re- 
glfler o f  all the Horfcs I have known thus abufed by 
Negligence o f Servants, the Number would mount a 
P.egiment. I  wiih you would give us your Obferva- 
tions, that we may know how to treat thcfe Roo-ues, 
or that we Mailers may enter into'Meaiures to reform 
them. Pray give us a Speculation in general about 
Servants, and you make ■ me

Tours,

Philo-Sritannicuf.

‘ P. S. P R A Y  do not omit the mention o f Grooms 
‘ in particular.

T H I S  honeft Gentleman, who is fo defircus tLat I  
hiould write a Satyr upon-Grooms, has a great deal of 
Reafon for his Refentment; and I know no Evil which 
touches all Mankind fo much as this o f the Mi^^bchaviour 
o f  Servants.

T H E  Complaint o f this Letter runs wholly ucon 
Men-Servants; and I can attribute the Licentioufncfs 
•which has at prefent prevailed among them, to nothing 
but what an hundred before me have aferibed it to, ■ 
The Cullom o f giving Board-Wages : This one Inllancc 
o f  falfe Oeconomy is iuilicient to debauch the whole Na­
tion of Servants, and makes them as it were but for fonre 
Part of their Time in that Quality. They arc cither at­
tending in Places where they meet and run into Clubs, or 
elfe, i f  tJiey wait at Taverns, they cat after their Maflersi

and.
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88. The S p e c t a t o r . 33
and referve their Wages for other Occafions. From hence 
it arifes, That they are but in a lower Degree what their 
Mailers themfelves are ; and ufually alFedl an Imitation 
o f their Manners : And you have in Liveries, Beaux, 
Fops, and Coxcombs, in as high Perfeftion as among Peo­
ple that keep Equipages. It is a common Humour among 
the Retinue of People o f Quality, when they are in their 
Revels, that is when they are out o f their Mailers Sight, 
to alTume in a humorous W ay the Names and Titles o f 
thofe whofe Liveries they wear. By which means Cha- 
rafters and Dillinftions becomefo lamiliar to them, that 
it is to this, among other Caufes, one may impute a cer­
tain Infolence among our Sei-vants, that they take no N o­
tice o f any Gentleman though they know him ever fo 
well, except he is an Acquaintance of their Mailers.

M  Y  Obfeurity and Taciturnity leave me at Liberty, 
without Scandal, to dine, i f  I think fit, at a common O r­
dinary, in the meanell as well as the moll fumptuous 
Houfe of Entertainment. Falling in the other D ay at a 
Viftualling-Houle near the Houfe o f Peers, I heard the 
Maid come down and tell the Landlady at the Bar, That 
my Lord Billiop fwore he. would throw her out at W in­
dow, if Ihe did not bring up more Mild Beer, and that my 
Lord Duke would have a double Mug of Purle. M y Sur- 
prife was increafed, in hearing loud and rullick Voices 
fpeak and anfwer to each other upon the publick Aflairs, 
by the Names of the moll Illuftrious o f out- N obility; 
till o f a fudden one came running in, and cry’d the Houfe 
was rifing. Down came all die Company together, and 
a w a y ! The Ale-houfe was immediately filled with Cla­
mour and fcoring one M ug to the Marquis o f fuch a 
Place, Oil and Vinegar to fuch an Earl, three Quarts to 
my new Lord for wetting his Title, and fo forth. It is a 
Thing too notorious to mention the Crowds of Servants, 
and their Infolaice, near the Courts o f Jullice, and the 
Stairs towards the Supreme Aflembly, where there is an 
univerfal Mockery ofall Order, fuch riotous Clamour and 
licentious Confiifion, that one would think the whole N a­
tion lived in Jell, and there were no fuch thing as Rule 
and Dillinftion among us.
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T H E  next Place o f Refort, wherein the fervile World 
are let loofe, is at the Entrance of Hiiie-Park, while the 
Gentry are at the Ring. Hither People bring their Lac- 
quies out o f  State, and hei e it is that all they fay at their 
Tables, and aft in their Houfes, is communicated to the 
whole Town. There are Men of W it in all Conditiona 
o f Life; and mixing with thefe People at their Diverft- 
ons, I have heard Coquets and Prudes as well rallied, and 
Infolence and Pride expofed, (allowing for their want o f 
Education) with as much Humour ana good Senfe, as in 
the politeft Companies. 1 1 is a general Oofervation, That 
all Dependants run in fome meafure into the Manners and 
Behaviour of thofe whom they ferve: You (hall frequent­
ly  meet with Lovers and Men o f Intrigue among the 
Lacquies, as well as at White's or in the Side-Boxes. I  
remember fome Years ago an Inftance o f this Kind. A  
Footman to a Captain o f  :he Guard ufed frequently, when 
his Mafter was out o f the W ay, to carry on .Amours and 
make Affignations in his Maher’s Clothes. The Fellow 
had a very good Perfon, and there are very many Women 
that think no further than the Outfide o fa  Gentleman; 
befides which, he was almoll as learned a Man as the Co­
lonel him felf: I fay, thus qualified, the Fellow could 
fcrawl Billet-doux fo well, and fornilh a Converfation on 
the commonTopicks, that he had, as they call it, agreat 
deal o f good Bulinefs on his Hands. It happened one 
D ay , that coming down a Tavern-Stairs in his Maher’s fine 
Guard-Coat, with a wc'l-drefs’d Woman masked, he met 
the Colonel coming up with other Company ; but with a 
ready Affurancehequitted his Lady, came upto him, and 
laid. Sir, I  kniywyou hanie too much RefpeS for your f e l f  to 
cane me in this honourable H abit: But you fee there is a 
Lady in the Cafe, and Ihopebn that Scorealfo you •willput 
off your ylnger t il l  1  haute ioldyou a ll another time. After 
a little Paufe the Colonel cleared up his Countenance, and 
with an Air o f Familiarity whifpered his Man apart. 
Sirrah, bring the L a ^  •with you to ask pardon for  

you ; then aloud. Look to it, Uncoverfbrgi^veyou elfe^
The Fellow went b.icktohisMillrefs, and telling her with 
a loud Voice and an Oath, That was the honelteft Fellow 
in. the World, convey’d her to an Hackney-Coach.
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