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Ifolk-jSdher : She 'what <wes Honour knew,
Jnd with obfequious Majejly approved

My pleaded Reafon. To the nuptial Bower

J led her hlujhing like the Morn------- —

N® 90. JVednefday, yune 13.

1 Magnusfine virihus Ignis
Incajfutnfurit Virg.

h e re isnot in my Opinion, a Confideration
T more efteftual to extinguifh inordinate Defires

in the Soul ofMan, than the Notions of Plato and
his Followers upon tliat Subjefl. They tell us, that eve-
ry Paffion which has been contrafted by the Soul dur-
ing her Refidence in the Body, remains with her in a fe-
p:5ate State j and that the Soul in the Body, or out of
the Body, differs no more than the Man does fro?! himfelf
when he is in his Houfe, or in open Air. When there-
fore the obfcene Paflions in particular have once taken
Root; and fpread themfclves in the Soul, they cleave to
her infeparably,and remain in her for ever, after the Body
is caff off and thrown afide. As an Argument to confirm
this their Doflrine they obfervc, that a lewd Youth who
goes on in a continued Courfe of Voluptuoufnefs, advan-
ces by Degrees into a libidinous old Man; and that the
P2 flion furvives in the Mind when it is altogether dead in
the Body ; nay, that the Defire grows more violent, and
(like all other Habits) gathers Strength by Age, at the
fame time that it has no Power of executing its own
Purpofes. If, fay they, the Soul is the moft fubjeft to thefe
Paflions at a Time when it has the leaf! Inftigations from
the Body, we may well fuppofe (he will ftill retain them
when (he is intirely divelled of it. The very Subftance
of the Soul isfefter'd with them, the Gangrene is gone
too far to be ever curedj the Inflammation will rage to
all Eternity. AN
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IN this therefore (fay the PlatoniJls) confifts the Pu-
nifliment ofa voluptuous Man after Death ; He is tor-
mented with Defires which it is impoflible for him to
gratify, folicited by a Paffion that has neither Objefts nor
Organs adapted to it: He lives in a State ofinvincible
Defireand Impotence, and alv/ays burns in the Purfuit of
what he always defpairs to poffefs. It is for this Reafon
(fays Plato) t\t the Souls of the Dead appear frequently
in Coemiteries, and hover about the Places where their
Bodies are buried, as ftill hankering after their old brutal’
Pleafures, and defiring again to enter the Body that gave
them an Opportunity of fulfilling them.

SOME of our moll eminent Divines have made ufe
of this Platonick Notion, fo fir as it regards the Sub-
fiftence of our Paffions after Death, with great Beauty and
Strength of Reafon. Plato indeed carries the Though?
very far, when he grafts upon it his Opinion of Gliolls
appearing in Places of Burial. Though, | muft confefs, if
one did believe that the departed Souls of Men and Wo-
men wandered up and down thefe lower Regions, and
entertained themfelves with the Sight of their Species,
one could not devife a more proper Hell for an impure
Spirit thftn that which Plato has touched upon.

THE Ancients fcem to have drawn fuch a State of
Torments in the Defcription of Pantalus, who was pu-
niflied with the Rage of an eternal Thirll, and fet up to
the Chin in Water that fled from his Lips whenever he
attempted to drink it.

VIR GIL, who has caft the whole Syftcm of Plato-
nick Philofophy, fo far as it relates to the Soul of Man,
into beautiful Allegories, in the fixth Book of his jEncid
gives us the Punifhment of a Voluptuary.after Death,,
not unlike that which we arc here fpeaking of.

— —,Lucent genialihus altis

jduredfulcra torts, epulrsque ante orafarates
Regifeo luxu : Furiarum tnaximajuxta

jlccubat, (sf matiibus frohibet contingere menfas ;
Exurgitquefacem attollens, atque-intonat ore.

They lie beloiv on Golden Beds difflafd.

Andgenial Feajls nuith regal Potnf arc made.
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7he ~ueen ofFuries by their Side isfet,
Audfiiatcbesfrom their Mouths th' jentafted M eat;
Which i f they touch, her hijjing SstakesJhe rears,
Toffihg her Forch, andthund'ring in their Ears. Dryd.

T HA T I may a little alleviate the Severity of this my
Speculation (which otherwife may lofe me feveral of my
polite Readers) | fliall tranflate a Story that has been quo-
ted upon another Occafion by one of the mofl learned
Men of the prefent Age, as | find itin the Original. The
Reader will fee it is not foreign to my prefent Subjeft,
and | dare fay will think it a lively Reprefentation of a
Perfon lying under the Torments of fuch a kind of-Tan-
talifm, or Platonick Hell, asthat which we have now
under Confideration. Mon{iear Pontignan, fpeaking of
a Ix)ve-Adventure that happened to him in the Country,
gives the following Account ofit.

“ WH EN I was in the Country lafl Summer, | was
* often in Company with a Couple of charming Women,
‘ who had all the Wit and Beauty one could defire in
Female Companions, with a Daih of Coquetry, that
from time to time gave me a great many agreeable
Torments. | was, after my Way, in Love with both
' of them, and had fuch frequent Opportunities of
pleading my Paffion to them when they were afunder,
‘ that | had Reafon to hope for particular Favours from
each of them. As | was walking one Evening in
my Chamber with nothing about me but my Night-
Gown, they both came into my Room and told me,
They had a very plealant Trick to put upon a Gen-
tleman that was in the fame Houfe, provided | would
bear a Part in it. Upon this they told me fuch a
plaufible Story, that | laughed at their Contrivance,
and agreed to do whatever they lhould require of
‘ me. They immediately began to fwaddle me up in
‘* my Night-Gown with long Pieces of Linen, which
‘ they folded about me till they had wrapt me in
above an hundred Yards of Swathe : My Arms were
prefied to my Sides, and my Legs clofed together by
ib many Wrappers one over another, that | looked
like an .Egyptian Mummy. As | Hood bolt upright
upon one End in this antique Figure, one of.the La-

‘ die.
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dies burft out a laughing. “ And now Pohtignan, fays
‘* ihe, we intend to perform the Promife that we find
* you have extorted from each ofus. You have often
‘ asked the Favour ofus, and | dare fay you are a bet-
‘ ter bred Cavalier than to refufe to go to Bed to two
‘* Ladies that defire it of you. * After having ftood a Fit
of Laughter, | begged them to uncafe me, and do with
me what they pleafed. No,_ no, fay they, we like
you very well as you are ; and upon that ordered me
to be carried to one of their Houles, and put to Bed
in all my Swaddles. The Room was lighted up on all
Sides : and | was laid very decently between a Pair of
Sheets, with my Head (which was indeed the only
Part | could move) upon a very high Pillow : This
was no fooner done, but my two Female Friends came
into Bed to rne in their fineft Night-Clothes. You
mav eafily guefs at the Condition of a Man that faw
a Couple of the moft beautiful Women in the World
undrelt and abed with him, without being able to
ftir Hand or Foot. | begged them to releafe me, and
ftruggled all I could to get Icofe, which I did with fo
much Violence, that about Midnight they both leaped
out of the Bed, crying out they were undone. But

' feeing me fafe, they took their Pofb again, and re-

newed their Rallery. Finding aU my Prayers and
Endeavours were loft, | compofed my felf as %vell as
I could ; and told them, that if they would not unbind
me, | would fall afteep between them and by that
means difgrace them for ever : Bat alas ! this was iin-

' poflible ; could | have been difpofed to it, they would
' nave prevented me by feveral little ill-natured Ca-

refl'es and Endearments which they beftowed upon me.

* As much devoted as | am to Womankind, | would not

pafs fuch another Night to be Matter of the whole
Sex. My Reader will doubtlefs be curious to know
what became of me the next Morning ; Why truly

‘ my Bed-fellows left me about an Hour before Day,

and told me, if | would be good and lie ftill, they
w'ould fend fome Body to take me up as foon as it was

* time for me to rife : Accordingly about Nine o’ Clock

in the Morning an Old Woman came to unfwathe me.

I bore all this very patiently, Ipeing refolved to take my
* Revenge
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