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Revenge of iny Tormentors, and to keep no Meafures
with them as foon as | was at Liberty ; but upon asking
my old Woman what was become of the two Ladies,
file told me (he believed they were by that Time with-
in Sight of Paris, for that they went away in a Coach
and me before five o’ Clock in the Morning. L

N®9l.  Thurfday® June 14.

In ftirias igncmque ruunt, Anur omnihtts Idem. Virg.

H O’ the Subjeft 1 am now going upon would be
much more properly the Foundation ofa Come-

dy, | cannot forbear inferring the Circumftances
which pleafed me in the Account a young Lady gave me
of the L/jves ofa Family in Town, which (hall be name-
lefsj or rather for the better Sound and Elevation of
the Hiftory, inftead of Mr. and Mrs. fuch-a-one, | (hall
call them by feigned Names. Without further Preface,
you are to know, that within the Liberties of the City
of Wejiminjier lives the Lady Honoria, a Widow about
the Age of Forty, of a healthy Conftitution, gay Tem-
per, and elegant Perfon. She drelTes alittle too much
like a Girl, aifefts a childilh Fondnefs in the Tone of
her Voice, fometimes a pretty Sullennefs in the leaning
of her Flead, and now and then a Down-call of her
Eyes on her Fan: Neither her Imagination nor her
Health would ever give her to know that (he is turned
«f Twenty; but tliat in the midft of thefe pretty Soft-
nelTes, and Airs of Delicacy and Attraftion, (lie has a
tall Daughter within a Fortnight of Fifteen, who im-
pertinently comes into the Room, and towers fo much
towards Woman, that her Mother is always checked by
her Prefence, and every Charm of Honoria droops at
the Entrance of Flamia. The agreeable Flantia would
be what (he is not, as well as her Mother Honoria ; but
all their Beholders are more partial to an Affedation
ofwhat a Perfon is growing up to, than ofwhat has
been already enjoyed, and is gone for ever. It is
therefore
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therefore allowed to Flavia to look forward, but not to
Honoria to look back. Flanjta is no way dependent on
her Mother with relation to her Fortune, for which
Reafon they live almoft upon an Equality in Converfa-
tion; and as Honoria has given Flavia to underftand, that
it isill-bred to be always calling Mother, Flanjia is as
well pleafed never to be called Child. It happens by
this Means, that thefe Ladles are gener.illy Rivals in all
Places where they appear; and the Words Mother and
Daughter never pafs between them but out of Spite.
Flavia one Ni~ht at a Play obferving Honoria draw the
Eyes of feveral in the Pit, called to a Lady who fat by
lier, and bid her ask her Mother to lend her her Snuff-
Box for one Moment. Another Time, when a Lover
of Honoria was on his Knees befeeching the Favour to
kifs her hand, Flaniia rufhing into the Room kneeled
down by him and asked Blefling. Several of thefe con-
tnadiiSory Ails of Duty have raifed between them fuch
a Coldnefs that they generally converfe when they are
in mixed Company by way of talking at one another,
and not to one another. Honoria is ever complaining of
a certain Sufficiency in the young Women of this Age,
who affume to themfeh'es an Authority of carrying all
things before them, as if they were Poffeffors of the
Eileem of Mankind, and all, who were but a Year
before them in the World, were negleiSed or de-
ceafed. Flaaiia upon fuch a Provocation, is fure to ob-
ferve, that there are People who can refign nothing, and
know not how to give up what they know they can-
not hold; that there are thofe who will not allow Youth
their Follies, not becaufe they are thcmfelves pad them,
but bec.tufe they love to continue in them. Thefe Beau-
ties rival each other on all Occafions, not that they have
always had the fame Lovers, but each has kept up a
Vanity to ffiew the other the Charms of her Lover. Dick
Crajiin and Tom Tulip, among many others, have of late
been Pretenders in this Family : Dick to Honoria, Tom to
J'la<via. Dick isthe only furviving Beau of the laft Age,
and Tomalmoft the only one tliat keeps up that Order of

Men in this.
I wiffi | could repeat the little Circumftances ofa
Converfation of the four Lovers with the Spirit in
which.
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which the young Lady, | had my Account from, repre-
fented it at a Vifit where | had the Honour to be prefent;
but it fcems D id Craftin, the Admirer of Honoria, and
forn Tulip the Pretender to Fla'via, were purpofely ad-
mitted together by the Ladies, that each might fhew
the other that her Lover had the Superiority in the Ac-
complifhments of that fort of Creature whom the fd-
lier Partof Women cail a fine Gentleman. As this Age
has a much more grofs Talle in Conrtfhip, as well as
in every thing cife, than the laft had, thefe Gentelmen are
Inliances of it in their different Manner of Application.
Tulip is ever making Allufions to the Vigour of his Per-
fon, the fmewy Force of his Make ; while Crajliit pro-
ielies a wary Obfervation of the Turns of his Millrefs’s
Mind. Tulip gives himielfthe Air of a refiftlefs Ravilher

CfalUn pradtiles that of a skilful Lover. Poetry is the
imeparable Property ofevery Man in Love; and as Men
of Wit write Verfes on thofe Occafions, the reft of the
World repeat the Verfes of others. Thefe Servants of
the Ladies wdre ufed to imitate their Manner of Con-
verfation, and allude to one another, rather than inter-
change Difeourfe in what they faid when they met Tulip
the other Day feized his Miftrefs’s Hand, and repeated
Out of s jli't of' Lo™Cy

"Tj! I can infoft Battles pafs the Night, D)
Net rife next Morning 'vigorousfor the Fight, C
Frejh as the Day, and aSii've as the LightT C

U P O N hearing this, CraJUn, with an Air of Defe-
rence, played HonorieCs Fan, and repeated,

Sidley has that pre'vailing gentle Art,

That can, 'with a refiftlefs Charm, impart

The hofefi Wijhes to the chafiefi Heart:
Raifefitch a Conflia, kindle fuch a Fire,
Befween declining Virtue and Defire,

*Till the poor 'vanquifiPd Maiddijfolves a'way

In dreams all Night, in Sighs and Tears all Day.

-~ 0

W HE N Crafiin had uttered thefe Verfes, with a
iendernefs which at pnee fpoke Paffion and Refpedl-
Honoria



46 The Spec tat or. at.

Honoria caft a triumphant Glance at Flavia, as exulting
in the Elegance of Cyajiin's Courtlhip, and upbraiding
her with the Homelinefs of Fulip's. Fulip underftood the
Reproach, and in Return began to applaud the Wifdom
of old amorous Gentlemen, who turned their Miftrefs's
Imagination as far as poflible from what they had long
themfelves foigot, and ended his Difco.urfe with a fly
Commendation of the Doftrine of Platonick Lo've; at the
fame time he ran over, with a laughing Dye, Crajlin'%
thin Legs, meagre Looks, and fpare Body. The old Gen-
tleman immediately left the Room with fome Diforder,
and the Converfation fell upon untimely Paflion, After-
Love, and unfeafonable Youth. ‘Tulip fung, danced,
moved before the Glafs, led his Miftrefs halt a Minuet,
hummed

Celia tht Fair, in the bloomof Fifteen ;

when there came a Servant with a Letter to him, which
was as follows.

IR,
Undcrftand very well what “ou meant by your
Mention of Platonick Lowe. 1 lhall be glad to meet
you immediately in Hide-Park, or behind Montague-
Houfe, or attend you to Barn-Elms, or any other
fafhionable Place that's fit for a Gentleman to die in,
that you fhall appoint for.
Sir, Tour moft Humble Serwanf,
Richard Craftin.

TUL I P's Colour changed at the reading ofthis Epi-
ftle; for which Reafon his Miftrefs fnatched it to read
the Contents. While (he was doing fo Tulip went away,
and the Ladies now agreeing in a Common Calamity, be-
wailed together the Danger of their Lovers. They im-
mediately undrelTcd to go out, and took Hackneys to
prevent Mifchief: but, after alarming all Parts of the
Town, Craftin was found by his Widow in his Pumps
at Hide-Park, which Appointment Tulip never kept, but
made his Efcape into the Country. Flawia tears her Hair
for his inglorious Safety, curfesand defpifes her Charmer,
is fallen in Love wfith Craftin : Which is the firft Part of
the Hillory ofthe Riwal Mother, R
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