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—  ■ - Cofrvi’vte prape dijjentire ’̂identKr,
Pofcentes nmrio multutn di’verfa palato ;
^ i d  dcm ? ^ i d  non dem ? -  ■ . Hor.

Lo o k i n g  over the late Packets o f Letters which 
have been lent to me, I  found the following one.

Mr, S p e c t a t o r ,
‘  V  O U R  Paper is a Part o f my Tea-Equipage j and 
‘  1 my Servant knows my Humour fo well, that
‘ calling for my Breakfaft this Morning (it being pall my 
‘ ufual Hour) foe anfwer’d, the S p e c t a t o r  was not 
‘  yet come in ; but that the Tea-Kettle boiled, and foe 
‘ expeaed it every Moment. Having thus in Part figni- 
‘  fied to you the Elleem and Veneration which I feve  
‘  for you, I  mull put you in mind o f the Catalogue o f 
‘ Books whicli you have promifed to recommend to our 
‘  S ex ; for I have deferred furnifoing my Clofet with
‘ Authors, ’ till I receiveyour Advice in this Particular,
‘  being your daily Difciple and humble Servant,

L E O N O R J .

I N  Anfwer to my fair Difciple, whom I am very proud 
of, I muft acquaint her and the reft o f my Readers, that 
fince l  have called out for Help in my Catalogue of a 
Lady’s Library, I  have received many I.etters upon that 
Head, fome of which I fo.all give an Account o f  

I  N  the firft Clafs I  lhall take notice of tliofe which 
come to me from eminent Bookfellcrs, who every one ' 
o f them mention with Refpeft the Authors they have 
printed, and confequently have an Eye to their own 
Advantage more than to that o f  the Ladies. One tells 
me, that he thinks it abfolutely neceflary for Women to 
have true Notions o f Right and Equity, and that there­
fore they cannot peruie a better Book than Dalton's 
Uimtry J itfticc: Another thinks they cannot be without
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n e  Complete Jockey. A  third obferving the Curiofity 
and Dclire o f prying into Secrets, which he tells me is 
natural to the fair Sex, is o f Opinion this female Inclina­
tion, if  w^ll direfted, might turn very much to their A d­
vantage, and therefore recommends to me Mr. Mede itpon 
the Revelations. A  fourth lays it down as an unqueilion- 
ed Truth, that a Lady cannot be throughly accompliflied 
who has not read The fecret Treaties and Negotiations o f  
Mar/hald'mxssAes. Mr. Jacob Tonfon Jun. is o f Opini­
on, that Bayle's Dictionary might be of very great ufe to 
the Ladies, in order to make them general Scholars. Ano­
ther, whofe Name I have forgotten, thinks it highly pro­
per tliatevery Woman with Child (hould read Mr. Wall s 
Hifoiy of In f ant Baptifm ; as another is very importu­
nate with me to recommend to all my female Readers 
The finijhing Stroke; being a Vinidication o f the Patriar­
chal Scheme, icc.

I N  the fecond Clafs I  fhall mention Books'which are 
recommended by Husbands, i f  I may believe the W ri­
ters o f them. Whether or no they are real Husbands or 
perfonated ones I cannot tell, but the Books they recom­
mend are as follow. A  Paraphrafe on the Hiftory oj Su- 
fanna. Rules to keep Lent. The Chriftians Overthrojv 
prevented. A  Diffuafive from the Play-Houfe. The Vir­
tues o f Casnphire, ‘with Directions to make Casnphire Tea. 
The Pleafuresofa Country Life. The Government o f the 
Tongue. A  Letter dated from Cheapfide defires me that I 
would advife all young Wives to make themfelves Mif- 
trelles of Wingate's Arithmetick, and concludes with a 
Poftfeript, that he hopes I will not forget The Countefs of 
Kent’s Receipts.

I may reckon the Ladies themfelves as a third Clats- 
among thefe my Correfpondents and Privy-Counfellors. 
In a Letter from one of them, I am advifed to place Pha- 

' ramondtsl the Head of my Catalogue, and, if I think pro­
per, to give the fecond place to Cajj'andra. Coquetilla 
bco-s me not to think o f nailing Women upon their Knees 
with Manuals of Devotion, nor of fcorching their Faces 
v îth Books o f Houfewifry. Florclla defires to Imow i f  
there are any Books written againft Prudes, and intreats 
me, i f  there are, to give them a Place in my Library. 
Plays of all Sorts have their feveral Advocates: AH f i r  

'  Love
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Low  is mentioned in above fifteen Letters ; Sophonisba, 
or HannibaPs O<verthrow, in  a D ozen; the hmocent 
Multery is likewife highly approved o f : Mithridates 
King ofPontus has many Friends; Alexander the Great 
andi Aurengzebe the fame Number of Voices; but 
‘Iheodojius, <5r the Force o f Low , carries it from all the reft.

I fhould, in the laft Place, mention fuch Boolcs as have 
been propofed by Men of Learning, and thofe who appear 
competent Judges o f this Matter, andmuft here take Oc- 
cafion to thank A . B. whoever it is that conceals himfelf 
under thofe two Letters, for his Advice upon this Subjefl: 
But as I find the W ork I have undertaken to be very diffi­
cult; I  fhall defer the executing o fit till I  am further ac- ■ 
quainted with the Thoughts of my judicious Contempo­
raries, aitd have time to examine the feveral Books they 
offer to me ; teing refolved, in an Affair o f tliis Moment, 
to proceed w idi the greateft Caution.

I N  the mean while, as I have taken the Ladies under 
m y particular Care, I lliall make it my Bufmefs to find 
out in the bell Authors ancient and modern fuch Pafli’ges 
as may be for their u'fe, and endeavour to accommcdate 
them as well as I  can to their Tafte ; not queftioning 
but the valuable Part o f the Sex will eafily pardon mej 
i f  from Tim e to Time I laugh at thofe little Vanities and 
Follies which appear in the Behaviour o f fome o f them 
and which are more proper for Ridicule than a ferious 
Cenfure. Moll Books being calculated for Male Reader' 
and generally written with an Eye to Men of Learnm< ’̂ 
malces a W ork o f this Nature the more neceffary ; be- 
fides, I  am the more encouraged, becaufe I flatter my 
felf that I fee the Sex daily improving by thefe my Spe­
culations. M y fair Readers are already deeper Scholars 
tlian the Beaus : I could name fome o f them who talk 
much better than feveral Gentlemen that make a Figure 
at W ilFij, and as I frequently receive Letters from the 
fine Ladies 2nd. pretty Fellows, I cannot but obferve that 
the former are fuperior to the others not only in the 

Spelling. This cannot but have a good 
Effea upon the female World, and keep them from 
being charmed by thofe empty Coxcombs that have hi­
therto been admired among the Women, tho’ laughed 
at among the Men.

V  0 L. II . C  I
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