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Cura Leves loguuntur, IngentesJlupent.

aving read the two following Letters with

much Pleafure, | cannot but think the good Senfc

of them will be as agreeable to the Town as any
tiling | could fay either on the Topicks they treat of, or
any other. They both allude to former Papers of mine,
and | do not queftion but the firft, which is upon inward
Mourning, will be thought the Produftion ofa Man who
is well acquainted with the generous Earnings of Diftrefs
in a manly Temper, which is above the Reliefof Tears.
A Speculation of my own on thatSubjeftl (hall defer till
another Occafion.

TH E fecond Letter is from a Lady ofaMind asgreat
asher Underftanding. There is perhaps fomething in the
Beginning ofit whiai | ought in Modefty to conceal; but
I have fo much Efteem for this Correfpondent, that I
will not alter a Tittle of what (he writes, tho’ I am thus
fcrupulous at the Price of being ridiculous.

Mr. Spectator,

* T Was very well pleafed with your Difcourfe upon
* general Mourning, and(hould”™be obliged to you
* if you would enter into the Matter more deeply, and
‘ give us your Thoughts upon the common Senfe the or-
‘ dinary People have of the Demonftrations ofGrief, who
* prefcribe Rules andFalhions to the moft folemn AlHic-
* tioni fuch as the Lofs of the neareft Relations and
‘ deareft Friends. You cannot go to vifit a fick Friend,
* but fome impertinent Waiter about him obferves the
* Mufcles of your Face, as (Iriftly as if they were Pro-
‘* gnofticks of his Death or Recovery. |f he happens tobe
‘ taken from you, you are immediately furrounded with
* Numbers ofthefe Speftators, who expedl a melancholy
* Shrug of your Shoulders, a pathetical Shake of your
* Head, and an exprelCve Diftortion of your Face, to

* mcafurc
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meafure your Affeflion and Value for the Dec'eafed; But
there is nothing, on thefe Occafions, fo much in their
Favour as immoderate Weeping. As all their Paffions
are fuperficial, they imagine the Seat of Love and Friend-
fhip to be placed vifibly in the Eyes ; They judge what
Stock of Kindnefs you had for the Living, by the Quan-
tity of Tears you pour out for the Dead j fo that if one
Body wants that C”antity of Salt-water another abounds
with, he is in great Danger of being thought infenfible
or ill-natured : They are Strangersto Friendihip, whofe
Grief happens not to be moilt enough to wet fuch a.
Parcel of Handkerchiefs. But Experience has told us
nothing is fo fallacious as this outward Sign ofSorrow ;
and the natural Hiftory ofour Bodies will teach us, that
this Flux ofthe Eyes, this Faculty of Weeping, is pecu-
liar only to fome Conftitutions. We obferve in the ten-
der Bodies of Children, whencroffed in their litle Wills
and Expedlations, how diflblvablc they are into Tears ;.
I f this were what Griefis in Men, Nature would not
be able to fupport them in the Excelsofit for one Mo-
ment. Add to this Obfervation, how quick is their
Tranfition from this Pallion to that of their Joy. |

won’t fay we fee often, in the next tender Things to

Children, Tears lhed without much Grieving, Thus itis
common to lhed Tears without much Sorrow, and as
common to fuffermuch Sorrow without (IreddingTears..
Griefand Weeping are indeed frequent Companions:.
Bur, I believe, never in their higheft Excefles. As Laugh-
ter does not proceed from profound Joy, foneither does

Weeping from profound Sorrow. | ’he Sorrow which.

' appears fo eafily at the Eyes, cannothave pierced deep-

ly into theHeart. The Heart, diftendcd with Grief,.
Hops all the Paflages for Tears or Lamentations.

‘ N OW, Sir, what | would incline you to in all
this, is, that you would inform the IhaJlow Criticks
and Obfervcrs upon Sorrow, that true Affli&ion labours
to be invifible, that it is a Stranger to Ceremony,.
and that it bears.in its own Nature a Dignity much.
above the little Circuniftances which are affeiled
under the Notion of Decency. 'Von mull know. Sir,.
| have lately loll a dear Friend, ibr whpm 1 have

not.
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* notyet flied aTear, and for that Reafon your Ansnad-
‘* verfions on that Subjeft would be the more acceptabiS
* to, Z1%
Your mojl humble Servant,
B. D-.

Mr-. Spectator, June the 15/A
- Asi hope there are but few that have fo little Gra-
' titude as not to acknowledge the Ufefulnefs of
‘ your Pen, and to elleem it a publick Benefit; fo I am
* fenfible, be that as it will,, you muft neverthelefs find
‘ thefecret and incomparablePleafureofdoing Good, and
‘ bea great Sharer in th.e Entertainment you give. | ac-
* knowledge our Sex to be much obliged, and I hopcim-
1 proved by your Labours; and even your Intentions
* more particularly for our Service. Ifit be true, as 'tfs
¢ fometimes faid, that our Sex-have an Influence on the
‘ other, your Paper may be a yet more general Good.
* Yourdirefliiigus to Reading is certainly the beft Means
to our Inftruttion ; but I'think, with you, Caution in
1* that Particular very ufeful, fince the Improvement of
* our Underftandings may, or may not, be of Service to
* Hs, acccording as it is managed. It has been thought
‘ we are not generally fo ignorant as ill-taught, or that
* our Sex-does fo often want Wit, Judgment, or Know-
‘ ledge, as the right Application of them; You are fb
' well-bred, asto fay your fair Readers are already deep-
‘ er Schofars than the Beaus, and that you could name
' feme of them that talk much better than feveral Gentle-
‘ men that make a Figure at Wilps: This may poflibly
* be, and no great Compliment, in my Opinion, even
¢ fuppoflng your Comparifon to reach Tom's and the
‘ Grecian: Sure you are too wife to think That a real
* Commendation ofa Woman. Wereit notrather to be
* wifhed we improved in our own Sphere, and approved
‘ our felves better Daughters, Wives, Mothers, and
‘ Friends ?
‘1 can’tbutagreewiththeJudiciousTraderinC;iJf/t"-
* Jide (though I am not at all prejudiced in his Favour) in
* recommending the Study of Arithmetick; and muft dif-.
* fenteven from the Authority which you mention, when
‘it adviles the making oui Sex Scholars. Indeed a little
‘ more





