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Projecere animas-

A
Virg.

MONG the loofe Paperswhich I have frequently 
Ipoken of heretofore, I find a Converfation be-

of f h S i S e  ofanEdifiliffuedin Confequence
. That nothing but the moft fevereand vindi&ve Punifhments, fuch as placing the Bodies of 
the Offenders in Chains, and putting them to Death by 
he exqmfite Torments, would be fuffident toextih- 

j which had fo long prevail’d and was fo firm- 
the World as great and laudable; but the Kinganfwer’d, That indeed Inftances of Ignominy 

weî neceflary intheCureofthis Evil; but confidering at It prevail’d only among fuch as had a Nicety in their 
oenie of Honour, and that it often happen’d that a Duel 
was fought to fave Appearances to tlie World, w'hcn both 
Parties were in their Hearts in Amity and Reconciliation 
to each other; it was evident, that turning the Mode ano- 
tJier way would effedually put a flop to what had Being 
only:«a Mode. That to fuch Perfons, Poverty and Shame 
were Torments fuffident: That he would not go fiir- 
!■ ?  i", hi others Crimes which he was fa-
tished he himfelf was moft guilty of, in that he might 
have prevented them by fpeaking his Difpleafure fooner. 
Befffies which the King faid, he was in general averfe 

was putting human Nature it felf rather than the Criminal, to Difgrace; and that he 
would be fure not to ufe this Means where the Crime 
was but an ill EfFed arifing from a laudable Caufe, the 
Fear of Sh^e. The King, at the fame time, fpoke 
with much Grace upon the Subjed of Mercy ; and re­
pented of many Ads of that kind which had a mag­
nificent _ Afped m the doing, but dreadful Conffi- 
quences m the Example. Mercy to Particulars, he ob-

ferved.
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ferved, was Cruelty in the General: That though a Prince 
could not revive a dead Man by taking the Life of him 
who lulled him, neither could he make Reparation 
to the next that Ihould die by the evil Example j or anr 
fwer to himfelf for the Partiality, in not pardoning the 
next as well as the former Offender. ‘ As for me, fays 
Pharamond, ‘ I have conquer’d France, and yet have
* given Laws to my People: The Laws are my Methods 
‘ of Life; they are not a Diminution but a Diredfion to 
‘ my Power. I am ftill abfolute to diflinguifh the Inno- 
‘ cent and the Virtuous, to give Honours to the Brave 
‘ and Generous; I am abfolute in my Good-will j none
* can oppofe my Bounty, or prefcribe Rules for my Fa- 
‘ vour. While I can, as I pleafe, reward the Good, I 
‘ am under no Pain that I cannot pardon the Wicked : 
‘ For which Reafon, continued Pharamond, I willeffedlu- 
‘ ally put a flop to this Evil, by expofing no more the 
‘ Tendernefs of my Nature to the Importunity of having 
‘ the fame Refpeft to thofe who are miferable by their 
‘ Fault, and thofe who are fo by their Misfortune'. Flat- 
‘ terers (concluded the King fmiling) repeat to us Princes, 
‘ that we are Heaven’s Vicegerents; let us be fo, and 
' let the only thing out of our Power be to do ill.

SOON after the Evening wherein Pharamond and 
Eucrate had this Converfation, the following Edidl was 
publiflied.

Pharamonifs Edidi againfl: Duels.
Pharamond, King o f  the Gauls, to a lib is  lo’uing SuhjeHs 

fen doth Greeting.

‘ H E R E A S it has come to our Royal Notice
 ̂ VV and Obfervation, that in Contempt of all 
‘ Laws Divine and Fluman, it is of late become a Cuf- 
‘ tom among the Nobility and Gentry of this our ICing- 
‘ dom, upon flight and trivial, as well as great and ur- 
‘ gent Provocations, to invite each other into the Field,
* there by their own Hands, and o f their own Authori- 
‘  ty, to decide their Controverfies by Combat; W e have 
‘  thought fit to take the faid Cuftom into our Royal
* Confidcration, and find, upon Inquiry into the ufual
* Caufes whereon fuch fatal Dedfions have arifeu, that

‘ by
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by this wicked Cuftom, maugre all the Precepts of our 
holy Religion, and the Rules of right Reafon, the 
greateft Aft of the human Mind, Forgi've?ie/s o f Injuries, 
is become vile and /hameful; that the Rules of good 
Society and virtuous Converfttion are hereby inverted j 
that theLoofe, the Vain, and the Impudent, infult the 
Careful, the Difcreet, and the Modell: j that all Virtue 
is fuppreffed, and all Vice fupported, in the one Aft 
of being capable to dare to the Death. We have allb 
further, with great Sorrow of Mind, obferved that 
this dreadful Aftion, by long Impunity, (our Royal 
Attention being employed upon Matters of more gene­
ral Concern) is become honourable, and the Refufal 
to engage in it ignominious. In thefe Our Royal 
Cares and Inquiries We are yet farther made to un- 
derftand, that the Perfons of moll eminent Worth, and
moft hopeful Abilities, accompanied with the llrongeft 
Paffion for true Glory, are fuch as are mofl liable to be

‘ involved in the Dangers arifmg from this Licence. 
‘ Now taking the faid Premifes into our ferious Confi- 
' deration, and well weighing that all fuch Emergencies 
’ (wherein the Mind is incap.ablC of commanding it felf,
' and where the Injury is too fudden or too exquiute to be 
born) are particularly provided for by Laws heretofore 
enafted; and that the Qualities of lefs Injuries, like 
thofe of Ingratitude, are too nice and delicate to come 
under generalJRules; We do refolve to blot this Falhion, 
or Wantonnefs of Anger, out of the Minds of Our Sub- 
jefts, by Our Royal Refolutions declared in this Edift 
as follow.
‘ NO Perfon who either fends or accepts a Challenge, 
or the Pollerity of either, tho’ no Death enfues thereup­
on, fhall be, after the Publication of this our Edift, 
capable of bearing Office in thefe our Dominions. 
‘ THE Perfon who fhall prove the fending or recei­
ving a Challenge, fhall receive to his own Ufc and Pro­
perty, the whole Perfonal Ellate of both Parties; and 
their real Eflate fhall be immediatey veiled in the next 
Heir of the Offenders, in as ample Manner as if the faid 
Offenders were aftually deceafed.
‘ IN Cafes where the Laws (which we have already 
granted to our Subjefts) admit of an Appeal for Blood ;

‘  when
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