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Beauties in the mod agreeable Light; In Ihort, flie ferns 
to have defigned the Head as the Cupola to the moft glo­
rious of her Works; and when we load it with fuch a 
Pile of fupcrnumcrary Ornaments, we dellroy the Sym­
metry of the human Figure, and fooliflily contrive to call 
cff the Eye from great and real Beauties, to childilh Gew­
gaws, Ribbands, and Bone-lace. , L

N ° 99. Saturday, ’̂ une 23.

• Ttifpi fecernh Honejlum. Hor.

T H E Club, of which I haw often declared my felf 
a Member, were laft Night engaged in a Sifcourfe 
upon that which paiTes for the chicfPoint of Ho­

nour among Men and Women; and darted a great many 
Hints upon the Subjeft, which I thought were entirely 
new : I diall therefore methodize the ievcral Reflexions 
that arofe upon this Occafion, and prefent my Reader 
with them for the Speculation of this Day ; after having 
prcmifcd, that if there is any thing in this Paper which 
feems to differ with any Paflage of lad nurfday's, the 
Reader will confider this as the Sentiments of the Club, 
and the other as my own private Thoughts, or rather 
thofe of PharaviQiid.

I'FIE great Point of Honour in Men is Courage,-and 
in Women Chaflity. If a Man lofe his Honour in one 
Rencounter, it is not impoflible for him to regain it in 
another ; a Slip in a Womair’s Honour is irrecoverable. 
I can give no Reafon for fixing the Point of Honour to 
thefe two Qualities, unlefs it be that each Sex fets the 
greated Value on the Qualification which renders them 
the mod amiable in the Eyes of the contrary Sex. Had 
Men chofen for thcmfelves, without regard to the Opi­
nions of the fair Sex, I ihould believe the Choice would 
have fallen on Wifdom or Virtue; or had Women de­
termined their own Point of Honour, it is probable that 
Wit or Goed-nature would have carried it againd 
Chaflity.
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NOTHING recommends a Man more to the fe­
male Sex than Courage; whether it be that they are plea- 
fcd to fee one who is a Terror to others fkll like a Slave at 
thwr Feet, or that this Quality fupplies their own princi- 
pal Defea, m guarding them from Infults, and avenginff ' 
their (parrels, or that Courage is a natural Indication 
of a ftrong and fprightly Conftitution. On the other 
bide nothing makes a Woman more efteemed by the oddo- 
fite Sex than Chaftity; whether it be that we alwâ i's 
prize thofe moft who are hardeft to come at, or that no­
ting befides Chaftity, with its collateral Attendants. 
Truth, Fidelity, and Conftancy, gives the Man a Pro-
E m the Perfon he loves, and confequently endears > him above all things.

I am very much pleafed with a Paflage in the Infcrip.’ 
tion on a Monument erefled in Wejiminfter-khh^ to the 
lateDukeand DutchefsofW..w.j?/e: Her NameTâ
. Sifter to the Lord Lucas of
 ̂ Lolcheftcf, a noble Family, fo r  a ll the Brother s^ ere  

'vahanty and a ll the Sijlers virtuous,
I N Books ofChivalry, where the Point of Honour isftrained to Madnefs, the whole Story runs on Chaftitv 

^d Courage. The Damfel is mounted on a white Pal­
frey as an Î blem of her Innocence; and, to avoid 
Scandal, muft have a Dwarf for her Page. She is not 
m think of a Man, ’till fome Misfortune has brought a 
Knight-Errant to her Relief. The Knight fkllsin love 
and did not Gratitude reftrain her from murdering her 
Deliverer, would die at her Feet by her Difdain. How- 
ever, he m l̂ wafte many Years in the Defart, before 
her Virgin H r̂t can think of a Surrender. The Knight 
goes off, attach every thing he meets that is bigger mid 
ftrongerthan himfelf feeks all Opportunities IF behJg 
knock don the Head, and after feven Years Ramblinf 
returns to his Miftrefs, whofe Chaftity has been attackef 
in the mran time by Giants and Tyrants, and undergone as many Trials as her Lover’s Valour. “

I N where there are ftill great Remains of this
roinantick Humour, it is a tranfporting Favour for 3 
Î dy to caft an accidental Glance on her Ĵ ver from 3 
Wmdow, tho It be two or three Stories high; as itk
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ufual for the Lover to affert his Pafiion for his Miftrefs, 
in fingle Combat with a mad Bull.

THE great Violation of the Point of Honour from 
Man to Man, is giving the Lye. One may tell another he 
whores, drinks, blafphemes, and it may pafs unrefented ; 
but to fay he lyes, tho’ but in jell, is an Affront that no­
thing but Blood can expiate. The Reafon perhaps may be, 
becaufe no other Vice implies a want of Courage fo much 
as the making of a Lye ; and therefore telling a Man he 
lyes, is touching him in the moft fcnfible Part of Honour, 
and indireftly calling him a Coward. I cannot emit under 
this Head what Herodotus tells us of the ancient Perftans, 
That from the Age of five Years to twenty they inftruft 
their Sons only in three things, to manage the Horfc, to 
make ufe of the Bow, and to fpeak Truth.

THE placing die Point of Honour in this falfe kind of 
Courage, has given occafton to the very Refufe of Man- 
land, who haveneidier Virtue nor common Senfe, to fet 
up for Men of Honour. An Peer, who has not
been long dead, ufed to tell a plealant Story of a French 
Gentleman that vifited him early one Morning at Paris, 
and after great Profeffions of Refpeft, let him know that 
he had it in his Power to oblige him ; which, in fhort, 
amounted to this, that he believ’d he could tell his Lord- 
ihip the Perfon’s Name who jullled him as he came out 
from the Opera ; but before he would proceed, he begged 
his Lordflxip that he would not deny him the Honour of 
making him his Second. The Engltjh Lord, to avoid being 
drawn into a very fbolifh Affu'r, told him that he was un­
der Engagements for his two next Duels to a Couple of 
particular Friends. Upon which the Gentleman immedi
ately withdrew, hoping his Lordflim would not take it ill 
if he meddled no farther in an A.frair from whence he
himielf was to receive no Advantage.

THE beating down this falfe Notion of Honour, in fo
yain and lively a People as thofe of France, is defervedly 
looked upon as one cfthe moft glorious Parts of their pre-
fent King’s Reign. It is pity but the Punifhmcntof thefe 
mifehievous Notions fhould have in it fome particular 
Circumjlanccs of Shame and Infamy; that thofe who arc 
Slaves to them may fee, that inftead of advancing tlteir 
Reputations they lead them to Ignominy and Difhonour.
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