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o f Tafte reduced them below Diverfion. When we 
talk o f thefe as Inftances o f Inexiftence, we do not 
mean, that in order to live it is necelTary we fhould 
always be in jovial Crews, or crowned with Chaplets 

I 5 o f Rofes, as the merry Fellows among the Ancients are
deferibed ; but it is intended by confidering thefe Con­
traries to Pleafure, Indolence, and too much Delicacy, 
to Ihew that it is Prudence to preferve a Difpofition in 
our felves to receive a certain Delight in all we hear 
and fee.

T H I S  portable Quality of Good-humour feafons all 
the Parts and Occurrences we meet with, in fuch a man­
ner, that there are no Moments loft j but they all pafs 
with fo much Satisfaftion, that the heavieft of Loads, 
(when it is a Lo.ad) that o f Time, is never felt by us. 
Vcrilas has this C^ality to the higheft Perfection, and 
communicates it wherever he appears; The S.ad, the 
Merry, the Severe, the Melancholy, Ihew a new Chear- 
fulnefs when he comes amongft them. A t the fame 
time no one can repeat any thing that Varilas has ever 
faid that deferves Repetition ; but the Man has that in - 
nate Goodnefs o f Temper, that he is welcome to every 
Body, becaufe every Man thinks he is fotohim . He 
does not feem to contribute any thing to the Mirth of 
tlie Company ; and yet upon Reflexion you find it all 
happen’d by his being there. I thought it was whim- 
fically faid o f a Gentleman, That if  y arilas had W it, 
it would be thebeft W it in the World. It is certain, 
when a well-corredled lively Imagination and Good­
breeding are added to a fweet Difpofition, they qualify 
it to be one o f the greateft Bleflings, as well as Plea- 
fures o f X ife.

M  E N  would come into Company with ten times the 
Pleafure they do, i f  they were fure o f hearing notiiing 
which fl'.ould fhock them, as well as expefted what 
would pleafe them. When we know every Perfon that 
is fpoken of is reprefented by one who has no Ill-W ill, 
and every thing that is mentioned deferibed by one that 
is apt to fet it in the bell Light, the Entertainment mull 
be delicate, becaufe the Cook has nothing brought to 

' his Hand but what is the moil excellent in its Kind. 
Beautiful Piftures are the Entertainments o f pure Minds,
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