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and Deformities of the corrupted. It is a Degree to-
mYlath the Life of Angels, when we enjoy Converlaticn
wherein there is nothing prefented but in its Excellence:
and a Degree towards tliat of Daemons, wherein nothing
is Jhewn but in its Degeneracy.

101.  Tue/day, June 26.

Romulus, Liher pater, fif cum Cajlore Pollux,
Toji ingentiafaBa, Dcorusn in templa recepti ;
Dum terras hominwnque eoluut genus, afpera bclla
Componunt, agros ajjignant, oppida condimt;
Plora~vere fuss tion refpondere faiiorem

Speratusn meritis : ---------—-- Hor.

E NS URE, faysalate ingenious Author, is the 7ax
C a Manpays to the Publickfor being Eminent. Itis a

Folly for an eminent Man to think of efcaping it,
and a Wealcnefs to be afftfted with it. All the illuftrious
Perfons of Antiquity, and indeed of every Age in the
World, have palled through thisfiery Perfecution. There
is no Defence again!! Reproach but Obfcurit)-; it is a
kind of Concomitant to Greatnefs, as Satires and Invec-
tives were an eflential Part ofa Roman Triumph.

IF Men of Eminence arc expofed to Ceni'ure on one
hand, they are as much liable to Flattery on the otha-.
| f they receive Reproaches which are not due to them,
they likewife receive Praifcs which they do notdcferve.
In aword, the Man in a high Poll; is never regarded
with an indifferent Eye, butalways confidered as a Friend
or an Enemy. For this Reafon Perfons in great Stations
have feldom their true Charafters drawn till fcveral Years
after their Deaths. Their perfonal Friendlhipsand En-
mities muft ceafe, and the Parties they were engaged in
be at an end, before theiy Faults or tlieir Virtues can
have Juftice done them. When Writers have the leaft
Opportunities of knowing the Truth, they are in the
belt Difpofition to tell it.

1T
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I T is therefore the Privilege of Pollerity to adjuft the
Charaftcrs of illuftrious Perfons, and to fct Matters right
between thofe Antagonifts, who by their Rivalry for
Greatnefs divided a whole Age into Faftions. We can
now allow to be agreat Man, without derooating
from Pompey ; and celebrate the Virtues of Cato without
detrafting from thofe of C/~far. Every one that has been
long dead has a due Projwrtion ofPraife allotted him, in
which whilft he lived his Friends were too profufeand,
his Enemies too fparing.

ACCORDING to Sir Ifaac s Calculations,
the laft Comet that made its Appearance in 1680, imbib’'d
fo much Heatby its Approaches to the Sun, that it would
have been two thoufand times hotter than red hot Iron,
had it been a Globe of that Metal; and that fuppofing it
as big as the Earth, and at the lame Dillance fi'om tJie
Sun, it would be fifty thoufand Years in coolino-, before
1t recover’'d Its natural Temper. In the like m?mner, if
an Englijhman confiders the great Ferment into which
our Political World is thrown at prefent, and how in-
tenfely it is heated in all its Parts, he cannot fuppofe that
It will cool again in lefs than three hundred Years. In
fuch a Fraft of Time it is poffible that the Heats of the
prefent Age may be e'ttinguiflicd, and our feveral Claffes
of great Men reprefented under their proper Charafters.
Some eminent Hiftorian may then probably arife that will

(as Tacitus exprelTes it) with
the Paffions and Prejudices of a contemporary Author-
but make an impartial Diftribution of Fame among the
Great Men of the prefent Age.

. 1 CMnot forbear entertaining my felf very often with
me ldea of fuch an imaginary Hiftorian deferibing the
Reign of the Firft, and introducing itwith a
Preface to Ids Reader, that he is now entring upon the
moft finning Part of the Eng/iyb Story. The great Rivals
in Fame will Ix then diftinguifhed according to their
refpedlive Merits, and fhine in their proper Points of
Light. Such an one (fays the Hiftorian) tho’ variouflv
reprefented by the V/riters of his own Age, appears to
have been a Man of more than ordinary Abilities, great
Application, and uncommon Integrity : Nor was iUcJi
an one (tho' of an oppofite Party and Intereft) inferior -
O 4
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to him in any of thefe Refpefts. The feveral Antago-
nifts who now endeavour to depreciate one another, and
are celebrated or traduced by different Parties, will then
have the fame Body of Admirers, and appear illuftrious
in the Opinion of the whole Britijh Nation. The deferv-
jng Man, who can now recommend himfelf to the
Elleem of but halfhis Countrymen, will then receive
the Approbations and Applaufes of awhole Age.

A M O N G the feveral Perfons that flourilh in tins
srlorious Reign, there is no queftion but fuch a future
Hiftorian as the Perfon of whom | am fpeaking, will
make mention of the Men of Genius and Learning, who
have now any Figure in the Rr/AV//}®Nation. For my own
part, | often flatter my felf with the honourable Mention
which will then be made of me; and have drawn up a
Paragraph in my own Imagination, that I fanfy will not
be altogether unlike what wiU be found in fomc Page or
other of this imaginary Hiftorian.

I T was under this Reign, fays he, that the Sp Ec-
T AT 0 R publiftied thofe little Diurnal Effays which are
ftill extant. We know very little ofthe Name or Perfon
of this Author, except only that he wasa Man ofa very
lhort Face, extremely addifted to Silence, and fo greata
Lover of Knowledge, that he made a Voyage to Grand
Cairo for no other Reafon, but to take the Meafure of a
Pyramid. His chief Friend was one Sir Roc er dE
C oVERLEY, awhimfical Country Knight, and a Tem-
ilar whofe Name he has not tranfmitted tous. He lived
as a Lodger at the Houfe of a Widow-Woman, and
was a great Humourift in all Parts of his Life. This is
all we can affirm with any Certainty of his Perfon and
Charafter As for his Speculations, notwithftanding
the feveral obfolete Words and obfcure Phrafes of the
Age in which he lived, we ftill undertond enough of
them to fee the Diverfions and Charaders of the Eng-
li/h Nation in his Time : Not but that we are to make
Allowance for the Mirth and Humour of the Author,
who has doubtlefs ftrained many Reprefentations of
Things beyond the Truth. For if we interpret his
Words in their literal Meaning, we muft fuppofe that
Women of the firft Quality ufed to pafs away whole
Mornings at a Puppet-Show ; Tliat they atteftcd”heir





