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Principles by their Patches: That an Audience would 
fit out an Evening to hear a Dramatical Performance 
written in a Language which they did not underftand : 
That Chairs and Flower-pots were introduced as Aftors 
upon the Britijh Stage: 1 'hat a promifeuous AlTembly o f 
Men and Women were allowed to meet at Midnight in 
Mafques within the Verge o f the Court: with many Im­
probabilities o f the like Nature. W e mull therefore, in 
thefe and the like Cafes, fuppofe that thefe remote Hints 
and Allulions aimed at fome certain Follies which were 
then in Vogue, and which at prefent we have not any 
Notion of. We may guefs by feveral Paffages in the Spe­
culations, that there were Writers who endeavoured to 
detraft from the Works o f this Author ; but as nothing 
of this nature is come down to us, we cannot guefs at any 
Objcdlions that could be made to his Paper. I f  we con- 
lider his Stile with that Indulgence which we mull Ihew 
to old Englijh Writers, or i f  we look into the Variety o f 
his Subjedls, with thofe feveral Critical DilTertations, 
Moral Reflexions, * * * * * *

T H E  following Part o f the Paragraph is fo much 
to my Advantage, and'beyond any thing I can pre­
tend to, that I  hope my Reader will excufe me for not 
inferting it. L

N° 102. Wednefday^ Ju n e  27.

• Lufus anbno debent aliquando dan.
A d cogitandum melior ut redeat Jibi. Phsdr.'

I D o not know whether to call the following Letter a 
Satire upon Coquettes, or a Reprefentation o f their fe- 
yeral fantaflical Accomplilhments,or what other T id e 

to give it j but as it is I  lhall communicate it to the Pub- 
lick. I t  will fufficiently explain its own Intentions, fo 

D  S that
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that I ftiall give it my Reader at lengtli, without either 
Preface or Poftfeript.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
f  y r r  o m e n  are armed with Fans as Men with 
“  ^  Swords, and fometimes do more Execution
* with them. T o  the end therefore that Ladies may be
* intire Miftrefles of the Weapon which they bear, I have
*  erected an Academy for the training up of young W o-
* men in the Exercife o f the Fan, according to the moft 
••' fafhionable Airs and Motions that are now praftis’d at
* Court. The L a d i e s  who Fans under me are drawn
* up twice a-day in my great Hall, where they are in-
* ftrutfled in the Ufe o f their Arms, and w#)-r;/erfby the
* following Words o f Command,

Handle your Fans,
Vuftirlyour Fans,
THfchargeyour Fans,
Ground your Fans,
Recover your Fans,
Flutter your Fans.

*  By the right Qbfervation o f thefe few plain W orJs^ f
* Command, a Woman o f a tolerable Genius, who will
* apply herfelf diligently to her Exercife for the Space 
'• of but one half Year, fhall be able to give her Fan all 
f  the Graces that can poffibly enter into that little mo-

dilh Machine.
‘ B U T  to the end that my Readers may form to them- 

« felves a right Notion o f this Exercife, I beg leave to
* explain it to them in all its Parts. When my Female
* Regiment is drawn up in 'A rray, with every one her 
'  Weapon in her Hand, upon my giving the Word to 
‘  handle their Fans, each of them lhakes her Fan at me
* with a  Smile, then gives her Right-hand Woman a
* Tap upon the Shoulder, then preffes her Lips with the 
-  Extremity of her Fan, then lets her Arms fall in an
* eafy Motion, and Hands in a Readinefs to receive the
* next Word of Command. A ll this is done with a clofe
* Fan, and is generally learned in the firft Week. 

‘ T H E  next Motion is that o f unfiirling the Fan, in
* which are comprehended feveral little Flilts and^Vibra-
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‘  tion.<i, as alfo gradual and deliberate Openings, with 
‘  many voluntary Fallings afunder in the Fan it felf, 
. learned under a  Month’s Praftice.
 ̂ This Part o f the Exercife pleafes the- Speftators more 

nian other, as it difcovers on a fudden an infinite 
. o f Cupids, Garlands, jMtars, Birds, Bealls,

Rainbows, and the like agreeable Figures, that dif- 
play themfelves to View, whilft every one in the Re- 

‘  giment holds a Piaurc in her Hand.
‘ UPON mygiving the Word to
they giyeone general Crack that may be heard at a con-

‘ fiderable DillM ce when the Wind fits fair. This is one
of the moll difficult Parts o f the Exercife ; but I have 
levcral Ladies with me, who at their firll Entrance could 
not give a Pop loud enough to be heard at the farther 

A  ̂ Room, who can now difeharge a Fan in fuch 
c that it fhall make a Report like a Pocker-

riitol, 1 have likewife taken care (in order to hinder 
young Women from letting off their Fans in wrong

< c Occafions) to Ihew upon what
bubjetlthe Crack ofa Fan may come in properly : Ihave 
hkewife invented a Fan, with which a Girl o f Sixteen, 
by the help o fa  little Wind which is inclofed about 
one o f the largeft Sticks, can make as loud a Crack as 
a Woman of Fifty with an ordinary Fan.

, ^ U E  N  the Fans are thus difeharged, the Word of 
 ̂ Command m courfe is to ground their Fans. This teaches 

a Hidy to quit her Fan gracefully when Ihe throws it 
 ̂ afide in order to take up a Pack of Cards, adjuft a Curl 
 ̂ o f Flair, replace a felling Pin, or apply her felf to any 

other matter ofimportance. This Part of the 
« T  ^  toffinga Fan with an A ir upon H

long Table (whmh ftands by for that Purpofe) may be 
learned in two Days time as well as in a I'welvemonth. 

t 11 I ̂  Female Regiment is thus difarmed, I  
generally let them walk about the Room for fome time j

< (like Ladies that look upon their
 ̂ Watches after a long Vifit) they all o f them haften to 

,  ̂ up in ahurry, and place them-
ielves in ^eir proper Stations upon my calling out reco- 
‘ver your Fans. This Part o f the AA-rrr/yr is not difficult,, 
provided a Woman applies her Thoughts to it.

THE
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‘  T H E  fluttering o f the Tan is the laft, and indeed the
* Mafter-piece o f the whole Exercife-, but i f  a Lady does
* not mifpend her Tim e, Ihe may make her felf Miftrefs
* o f it in three Months.- I generally lay afide the Dog-
* days and the hot Tim e of the Summer for the teaching
* this Part of the Exercife, for as foon as ever I pronounce
* Flutteryour Fans, the Place is fill’d with fo many Z e-
* phyrs and gentle Breezes as are very refrefliing in that
* Seafon ofthe Year, tho’ they inight be dangerous to
* J.adies o f a tender Conllitution in any other.

‘  T H E R E  is an infinite Variety of Motions to be
* made ufe o f in the Flutter o f  a Fan: There is the an-
* gry Flutter, the modeft Flutter, the timorous Flutter,
* the confufed Flutter, the merry Flutter, and the amo-
* rous Flutter. N ot to be tedious, there is fcarce any Emo-
* tion in the Mind which does not produce a fuitable 
‘  Agitation in the Fan; infomuch, tliat i f  I only fee the 
‘  Fan ofa difciplin’d Lady, I know very well whether
* Ihe laughs, frowns, or blufhes. I  have feen a Fan lb
* %'ery angry, that it would have been dangerous for the 
‘  abfent Lover who provoked it to have come wi thin the
* Wind of it; andat other times fo very languilhing, that 
‘  I have been glad for the Lady’s fake the Lover was at 
'  a fuflicient Diftance from it. I need not add, that a Fan 
'  is either a Prude or Coquette,according to the Natureof
* the Perfon, who bears it. T o  conclude my Letter, I  
< muft acquaint you that I have from my own Obfcrva- 
‘  tions compiled a little Treatife for the ufe of myScholars, 
‘  entitled the Pâ ffions o f the Fan ; which I will commu- 
‘  nicate to you, i f  you think it may be o f ufe to the Pub- 
« lick. I ihall have a general Review on Thurfday next 5 
'  to which you fliall be very welcome if  you will honour
* it with your Prefence.

J  a?n, &c.

P .S .  • I teach young Gentlemen the whole Art o f 
Gallanting a Fan.
}}. B. * 1 have feveral little plain Fans made for this 
Ufe, to avoid Expeijce, ^

Thurfday,
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