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N® 103. ’Thurfday  ̂ 28.

■ Sibi quivis
Speret idem,frufira Judet,fruJiraque laboret 
jiufus idem — Hor.

My  Friend the Divine having been ufed with Words 
o f Complaifance (which he thinks could be pro­
perly applied to no one living, and I think could 

be only fpoken o f him, and that in his Abfence) was fo 
extremely offended with the exceffive way of fpeaking 
Civilities among us, that he made a Difeourfe againft it 
at the Club ; which he concluded with this Remark, that 
he had not heard one (Compliment made in our Society 
fince its Commencement. F.very one was pleafed with 
his Conclufion ; and as each knew his Good-will to the 
reft, he was convinced that the many Profeffions o f Kind- 
nefs and Service, which we ordinarily meet with, are not 
natural where the Heart is well inclined ; but are a Pro- 
ftitution of Speech, fcldom intended to mean any Part o f 
what they exprefs, never to mean A ll they exprefs. Our 
Reverend Friend, upon this Topick, pointed to us two or 
three Paragraphs on this Subjeft in the firft Sermon of the 
firft Volume of the late Archbilhop’s Pofthumous Works. 
I  do not know that I ever read any thing that pleafed 
me more, and as it is the Praife o f Longinus, that he 
fpeaks o f the Sublime in a Stile fuitable to it, fo one may 
fay o f this Author upon Sincerity, that he abhors any 
Pomp of Rhetorick on this Occafion, and treats it with 
a more than ordinary Simplicity, at once to be a Preacher 
and an Example. W ith what Command o f himfelf does 
he lay before us, in the Language and Temper o f his 
ProfefTion, a Fault, which By the leaft Liberty and 
Warmth of Expreflion would be the moft lively W it and 
Satire ? But his Heart was better difpofed, and the good 
Man chaftifed the great W it in fuch a manner, that he 
was able to fpeak as follows.

« ------A M O N G S T
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‘ —  A M O N G S T  too many other Inftances o f the 
‘ great Corruption and Degeneracy o f the Age wherein 
‘ we live, the great and general Want of Sincerity in Con- 
‘ verfation is none of the -leaft. T h e  World is grown f(} 

full ofDifiinWlatioil and Compliment, that Mens Words 
‘ are hardly any Signification of their Thoughts; and i f  
‘  any Man meafure his Words by his Heart, and fpcak as 
‘  he thinks, and do not exprefs more Kindnefs to every
* Man, than Men ufually have for any Man, he can hard- 
‘  ly  efcape the Cenfure of want o f Breeding.' T he old 
‘  Englljh Plainnefs and Sincerity, that generous Integrity 
*■ o f Nature, and Honefty o f Difpofition, which always 
‘  argues true Greatnefs o f Mind, and is ufually accom-
* panied with undaunted Courage and Refolution, is in a 
‘ great meafure loft amongft u s : There hatli been a long 
‘ Endeavour to transform us into Foreign Manners and 
*■ Falhions, and to bring us to a fervile Imitation o f none 
‘  o f the beft o f our Neighbours in fome of the worft o f
* their Qualities. T he Dialeft o f Converfation is now-a- 
■* days fo fwelled with Vanity and Compliment, and fo 
‘  furfeitcd (as I may fay) o f Expreffions o f Kindnefs and
* Refpefl, that i f  a Man that lived an Age or two ago
* Ihould return into the World again he would really want 
‘  a Diftionary to help him to underftand his own Lan- 
‘  guage, and to know the true intrinfick Value of the 
‘  rhrafe in Faihion, and would hardly at firft believe at 
‘  what a low Rate the higheft Strains and Expreffions of 
‘  Kindnefs imaginable do commonly pafs in current Pay- 
‘  m ent: and when he ihould come to underftand it, it 
‘ would be a great while before he could bring himfelf
* with a good Countenance and a good Confcience to 
‘  converfe with Men upon equal Terms, and in their

own way.
‘  'A N  D  in Truth it is hard to Ciy, whether it ihould 

‘ more provoke our Contempt or our Pity, to hear what- 
‘ folemn Expreffions o f Refpefl and Kincbiefs will pafs
* between Men, almoft upon no Occafion ; how great 
‘ Honour and Eftcein they will declare for one whom 
‘  perhaps they never faw before, and how intirely they 
‘  arc all on the hidden devoted to his Service and Inte- 
‘ reft, for no Reafon j how infinitely and eternally ob- 
‘ liged to liim, for no Benefit; arid how extremely they

‘  will
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*- will be concerned for him, yea and afflifted too, for 
‘ no Caufc. I laiow it is faid, in Juftification of this 
‘ hollow kind o f Converfation, that there is no Harm, 
‘ no real Deceit in Compliment, bat the Matter is well 
‘ enough, fo long as we underhand one another; et Verha 
‘  valejit ut Nummi, Words are like Money; and when the 
‘ current Value of them is generally underftcod, no Man
* is cheated by them. This is fomething, i f  fuch Words 
‘ were any thing ; but being brought into the Accompt,
‘ they are mere,Cipher?. However, it is hill a juft Mat- 
‘  ter of CompIaiiU, that Sincerity and Plaihnefs are ou6 
‘  o f Fafliion, and tliat our Language is running into-a 
‘ Lye ; that M m  have almoft quite perverted the ufe of 
‘ Speech, and rhade Words to iignify nothing, that the 
‘ greateft part o f  the Converfation o f Mankind is little 
'  elfe but driving a Trade o f Diflimulation ; infomuch 
‘  that it would make a Man heartily fick and weary o f 
‘  the World, to fee the little Sincerity that is in Uie and
* Praftice among Men.

W H E N  the Vice is placed, in this contemptible Lioht, 
he argues unanfwerably againft it, in Words and Thoughts 
fo natural, that any Man who reads them would imagine 
he himfelf could have been the Author o f them.

‘ I f  the Show o f any thing be good, for any thino, I 
‘  am fure Sincerity is better : for why dees any Maifdif- 
‘  femble, or feem to be that which he is not, but be- 
‘ caufe he thinks it good to have fuch a Quality as he
* pretends to ? For to counterfeit and diflcmble, is to put 
‘ on the Appearance o f fome real Excellency. Now the 
‘ beft way in the World to feem to beany thing, is really 
‘ to be what he would feem to be. Befides, that it is
* many times as troublefom to make good the Pretence 
‘  o f a good Quality, as to have it j and i f  a Man have-it 
‘ not, it is ten to one but he is difeovered to want it ; 
‘  and then ail his Pains and Labour to feem to have it̂

is loft. ’
I  N  another Part o f the fame Difeourfe he goes on to 

ftiew, that all Artifice muft naturally tend to the Difap- 
pointment o f him that pradifes it.

‘ W H A T S O E V E R  Convenience may be thought 
‘ to be in Falfiiood and Diflimulation, it is foon over'; 
‘ but the Inconvenience o f it is perpetuai, bcc.iiffe' k

* brings

Ayuntamiento de Madrid




