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■■ W hy fliould the lovely C«/az7/adeceiveusin mcreShapes 
'  than her own, and afeft to be rcprefented in her Pifture 

with a Gun and a Spaniel j  while her elder Brother, the 
‘ Heir o f a worthy Family, is drawn in Silks like his 
‘  Siller ? The Drcls and Air o f a Man are not well to be 

divided i and thole who would not be content with the
* Latter, ought never to think of aifuming the Former. 
‘ There is fo large a Portion o f natural Agreeablenefs a-
* mong the fair Sex o f our LLmd, that they feeni betrayed
* into thefe romantick Flabits without liaving the fame 
‘ Occafion for tliem with tlieir Inventors : Ail cliat needs 
‘ to be defired-of tJiem is, that they would he thcmfd^cs^

that is what Nature deligned them ; and to fee their 
‘ Mikake when they depart from this, let them look upon
* Man who afle6ls the Softnefs and Eifeniinacy o f a
* Woman, to learn how their Sex mult appear to us, 
‘  when approaching to che.Refemb’ance o f a"Man.

la m , S I R ,

^our mojl Humble Ser^ani^

1

105. Saturday^ J u n e  30.

• Id arhitror
Adprime in vita  ejfe utile, ne quid nimis. Ter. And.

M y  Friend W i L i .  H o n e y c o m b  values himfclf 
very much upon what he calls the Knowledge of 
Mankind, which has colt him many Difallers in 

his Y outh ; for W i l l , reckons every Misfortune that he 
has met with among the Women, and every Rencounter 
among the Men, as Parts of his Education, and Iknlies he 
Ihould never have been the Man ho is, had not he broke 
Windows, knocked down Conllablcs, dillurbed honell 
People with his Midnight Serenades, and beat up a lewd 
Woman’ŝ  Quarters, when he was a young Fellow. The 
engaging in Adventures o f this Nature W i l l , calls the 
lludying o f Mankind ; and terms this Knowledge o f die ■ 
lo w n , the Knowledge o f the World. W i l l , inge-
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miioufly confeffes, that for half his Life his Head ached 
every Morning with reading of Men over-night; and at 
prefent comforts himfelf under certain Pains which he 
endures from time to time, that without thern he could 
not have been acquainted with the Gallantries o f the 
Age. This W i l l , looks upon as the Learning of a Gen­
tleman, and regards all other kinds o f Science as the Ac- 
complifhments o f one whom he calls a Scholar, a Bookifh 
Man, or a Philofopher.

F O R  thefe Reaions W i l l , fhines in mixed Company, 
where he has the Difcretion not to go out o f his Depth, 
and has often a certain way o f making his real Ignorance 
appear a feeming one. Our Club however has frequently 
caught him tripping, at which times they never fpare 
him. For as W i l l , often infults us with the Knowledge 
o f the Town, we fometimes take our Revenge upon him 
by our Knowledge o f Books.

H  E was laft Week producing two or three Letters 
which he writ in his Youth to a Coquet Lady. The 
Rallery of them was natural, and well enough for a meer 
Man of the T ow n ; but, very unluckily, feyeral of the 
Words were wrong fpelt. W i l l , laught this off at firft 
as well as he could, but finding himfelf pulhed on all fides, 
and efpecially by the 7emplar, he told us, with a little 
Paffion, that he never liked Pedantry in Spelling, and that 
he fpelt like a Gentleman, and not like a Scholar: Upon 
this W i l l , had recourfe to his old Topick o f fliewing 
the narrow Spiritednefs, the Pride, and Ignorance of Pe­
dants ; which he carried fo far, that upon my retiring to 
my Lodgings, 1 could not forbear throwing together fuch 
Reflexions as occurred to me upon that Subject. _

A Man who has been brought up among Books, and is 
able to talk of nothing elfe, is a very indifferent Compa­
nion, and what we call a Pedant. But, methinks, we 
fhould enlarge the Title, and give it every one that do^ 
not know how to think out o f his Profeflion and parti­
cular way of Life.

W  H  A  T  is a greater Pedant than a meer Man of the 
Town ? Bar him the Play-houfes, a Catalogue of the 
reigning Beauties, and an Account of a few falhionable 
Diftempers that have befallen him, and you ftrike him 
dumb. How many a pretty Gentleman’s Knowledge
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lies all within the Verge o f the Court ? He will tell you 
the Names of the principal Favourites, repeat the Ihrcwd 
Sayings o f a Man of Quality, whifper an Intrigue that 
is not yet blown upon by common Fame; or, i f  the Sphere 
o f his Obfervations is a little larger than ordinary, will 
perhaps enter into all the Incidents, Turns, and Revolu­
tions in a Game of Ombre. When he has gone thus far 
he has Ihewn you the whole Circle o f his Accomplilh- 
raents, his Parts are drained, and he is difabled from any 
farther Converfation. What are thefebut rank Pedants ? 
and yet thefe are the Men who value themfelves moft on 
their Exemption from the Pedantry o f  Colleges.

I might here mention the Military Pedant who always 
talks in a Camp, and is ftorming Towns, making Lodg­
ments and fighting Battles from one end of the Year to 
the other. Every thing he fpeaks fmells o f Gunpowder ; 
i f  you take away his Artillery from him, he has not a 
Word to fay for himfelf. I  might likwife mention the 
Law-Pedant, that is perpetually putting Cafes, repeating 
the Tranfaftionsof IVeJlfninJler-Hall, wranglingwith you 
upon the moll indifferent Circumllances o f Life, and not 
to be convinced o f the Diftance o f a Place, or o f the moll 
trivial Point in Converfation, but by dint o f Argument. 
The State-Pedant is wrapt up in News, and loll in Poli­
ticks. I f  you mention either o f the Kings o f Spain or 
Poland, he talks very notably; but i f  you go out o f the 
Gazette, you drop him. In Ihort, a meet Courtier, a meet 
Soldier, a meer Scholar, a meer any thing, is an infipid 
Pcdantick Charafter, and equally ridiculous.

O F  all the Species of Pedants, which I have me.n- 
tioned, the Book-Pedant is much the moll fupportoble; he 
has atle.all an e.vercifedUnderllanding, and a Head which 
is full thougli confulcd, fo that a Man who converfes with 
him may often receive from him hints o f things that are 
worth knowing, and what he may pofiibly turn to his 
own Advantage, tho’ they are o f litde Ufe to the Owner. 
The worll kind of Pedants among Learned Men, are 
fuch as are naturally endued with a very fmall Sltare o f 
common Senfe, and have read a great number of Books 
witliout Talle or Dillmdlion.

T  FI E Truth ofit is. Learning, like Travelling, and all 
other Methods of Improvement, as it linilliesgooJ Senie,
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