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fo it makes a fdly Man ten thoufand times more ihfuftcra- 
ble, by fupplying variety of Matter to his Impertinence, 
and giving liim an Opportunity o f abounding in Abfur- 
dities.

S H A L L O W ?  edants cry up one another much more 
than Men of folid and ufeful Learning. T o  read the T i­
tles they give an Editor, or Collator o f a Manufcript, you 
would take him for the Glory o f the Commonwealth o f 
Letters, andfhe Wonder o f his Age, when perhaps upon 
Examination you find that he has only reftify’d a Greek 
Particle, or laid out a wliole Sentence in proper Commas.

T H E Y  are obliged indeed to be thus lavifh o f their 
Praifes, that tliey may keep one another in Countenance .; 
and it is no wonder i f  a great deal o f Knowledge, which 
is not capable of making a Man wife, has a natural Ten­
dency to make him Vain and Arrogant. L

N® 106. Mondayy yu ly

- Mine tibi Copia
Manabit ad plenum, benigno 
Rurie honorum opulenta cornu. Hor.

H a v i n g  often received an Invitation from my 
Friend Sir R o g e r  d e C o v e r l e y  topafsaw ay 
a Month witli him in the Country, I laft Week 

accompanied him thither, and am fettled with him for 
feme Time at his Country-houfe, where I intend to form 
feveral o f my enfuing Speculations. Sir R o g e r , who is 
very well acquainted with my Humour, lets me rife and 
go to Bed when I pleafe, dine at his own Table or in my 
Chamber as I  think fit, fit Hill and fay nothing without 
bidding me be merry. When the Gentlemen of the Coun­
try come to fee him-, he only fliews me at a Diftance: As 
I Jiave been walking in his Fields I have obferved them 
healing a Sight of m.e over an Hedge, and have heard the 
Knight defiring them not to let me fee them, for that I  
hated to bedlared at.
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_ I  am the more at Eafe in Sir Ro g e r ’s Family, becaufe 
at conriib o f and ftaid Perfons j for at the Knight is 
the beft Mailer m die World, he feldom changes his Ser­
vants ; and as he is beloved by all about him, his Servants 
never care for leaving him j by this means his Domeiiicks 
are all in Years, and grown old with their Mailer You 
would take his Valet de Chambrefor his Brother, his But- 
ler IS gray-headed, his Groom is one o f the gravel! Men 
that I have ever feen, and his Coachman has the Looks 
o f a Pnvy-Counfellor. You fee the Goodnefs o f the 
Mailer even m the old Houfe-dog, and in a gray Pad that 
IS kept in the Stable with great Care and lindernefs out 
of Regard to his pall Services, tho’ he has been ufelefs 
lor fevcral Years.

I could not but obferve with a great deal o f  Pleafure 
the Joy that appeared in the Countenance o f thefe undent 
Domelhcks upon my Friend’s Arrival at his Country- 
S ^ t Some of them could not refrain from Tears at the 
Sight o f their old Mailer ; every one o f them prefs’d for­
ward to do fomething for him, and feemed difeoumged 

employed. A t the fame time the good 
old Knight, with a Mi.«ure o f the Father and the M iller 
o f  the Family, tempered the Inquiries after his own A f- 
fers w th  feveral kind Quellions relating to themfelves. 
1 ms Humanity and Good-nature engages every Body to 

him, fo that when he is pleafant upon any of them all 
his fam ily are in good Humour, and none fo much as 
the Perfon whom he diverts himfelf w itli; On the contra- 

coughs, or betrays any Infirmity o f old it 
IS eafy for a mander-by to obferve a fecret Concern in’the 
Looks or all his Servants.
_ M Y  lyonhy Friend has put me under the particular

1 prudent Man, and, as
well as tlm rail o f his Fellow-Servants, wonderfully defi-

f  tliey have often heard their
lylalter talk of me as o f his particular Friend 
1 • ^  Companion, when Sir R o g e r  is diverting
himfelf in the VvooJs or the Fields, is a very vencrablf 
Man who is ever witli Sir R o g e r , and has lived at his 
Uoufe in the Nature o f a Chaplain above thirty Years. 
1 Ills Gentleman is a Perfon o f good Senfeand fomc Learn­
ing, o f a very regular Life and obliging Couverfation •
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H e heartily loves Sir R o g e r , and knows that he is very 
much in the old Knight’s Efteem, fo that he lives in the 
Family rather as a Relation than a Dependent.

I have obferved in feveral o f my Papers, that my Fiiend 
Sir R og  E R, amidft all his good Qualities, is fomething of 
an Humourill; and that his Virtues as well as Imperfeai- 
ons, areas it were tinged by acertain Extravagance, which 
makes them particularly his, and diftmguilhes them from 
thofe o f other Men. This Call of Mind, as it is generally 
very innocent in it felf, fo it renders his Converfation 
highly agreeable, and more delightflil than the fame De­
gree of Senfe and Virtue would appear in their common 
and ordinary Colours. As I was walking with him laft 
Hight he asked me how I liked the good Man whom I 
have juft now mentioned ? and without ftaymg for my 
Anfwer told me. That he was afraid of being mfulted 
with Latin and Greek at his own I'able; for which Rea- 
fon he defil ed a particular Friend of his at the Univerfity 
to find him out a Clergyman rather of plain Senfe than 
much Learning, of a good Afpeft, a clear Voice, a focia- 
ble Temper, and, if  pofiible, a Man that underftood a lit­
tle o f Back-Gammon. M y Friend, fays Sir R og  e r , found 
me out this Gentleman, who, befides the Endowments 
required of him, is, they tell me, a good Scholar, tho 
he does not (hew it, I  have given him the Parfonage of 
the Parifti; and becaufe I know his Value have fettled 
upon him a good Annuity for Life. I f  he outlives me, 
he ihall find that he was higher in my Efteem than per­
haps he thinks he is. He has now been with me thirty 
Y ears; and tho’ he does not know I have taken no­
tice of it, has never in all that time asked any thing ot 
me for himfelf, tho’ he is every D ay fohciting me for 
fomething in Behalf o f one or other o f my 1  enants his 
Parilhioners. There has not been a Law-fuit in the Pa- 
rifli fince he has liv’d among them : I f  any Difpute arifes 
thev apply themfelves to him for the Dcciiion j i f  they da 
not'acquiefee in his Judgment, which I think never hap­
pened above once or twice at moft, they appeal to me. 
A t his firft fettling with me, I made him a Prclent of all 
the good Sermons which have been printed in Envhjh, 
and only begg’d of him that every he would pro-
ncunce cne of theminUie Pulpit. Accordingly, he has
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