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ten with what | have faid in my Twenty firfi Spcpula-
tion. L

N® 109. Thurfday, July 5.

Ahnormisfapietis- Hor.

\»s this Morning walking in the Gallery, when Sir

Roger entered at the End oppofite to me, and ad-

vancing towards me, faid he was glad to meet me
among his Relations thcDE Coverleys, and hoped |
liked the Converfation of fo much good Company, who
were as filent as my felf. | knew he alluded to the
Piftures, and as he is a Gentleman who docs not a little
value himfelf upon his ancient Defcent, | expefted he
would give me feme Account of them. We were now
arrived at the upper End of the Gallery, when the Knight
~iced towards one of the Pidlures, and as we flood before
it, he entered into the Matter, after his blunt way offay-
ing Things, as they occur to his Imagination, without re-
gidar Introduftion, or Care to preferve the Appearance
of Chain of Thought.
‘I T is, faid he, worth while to confider the Force of
lirefs; and how the Perfons of one Age differ from
' thofe ofanother, merely by that only. One may obferve
‘ alfo, that the general Falhion of one Age has been fol-
lowed by one particular Set of People in another, and
by them prelerved from one Generation to another,
* Thus the vaftjetting Coat and fmall Bonnet, which was
the Habit in Harry the Seventh’s Time, iskepton in
the Yeomen pfthe Guardj not withoutagood and po-
‘ litick View, lrecaufe they look a Foot taller, and a Foot
and an half broader : Befides that, the Cap le.aves the
* Face expanded, and confequently more terrible, and
fitter to fland at the Entrance of Palaces.
* TH 1S Predeceflbr of ours, you fee, is dreffed after
* this manner, and his Cheeks would be no larger tlian
‘ mine, were he in aHatas | am. He was the lafl Man

‘ that won a Priye in the Tilt-Yard (which is now a
* Com-
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Common Street before Whitehall) You fee the broken
Lance thatlies thereby his right Foot; He flxivered that
Lance of his Adverfery all to Pieces; and bearing him-
fclf, look you Sir, in s manner, at the fame time he
came within the Target of the Gentleman who rode
againft liim, and taking him with incredible Force be-
fore him on the Pommel of his Saddle, he in tliat man-
ner rid the Turnament over, with an Air that lhewcd
he did it rather to perform the Rule of the Lifts, than
cxpofe hisEnemy; however, it appeared he knew how
to make life of a Viftory, and with a gentle Trot he
marched up to a Gallery where their Miftrefs fat (for
they were Rivals) and let him doivn with laudable
Courtefy and pardonable Infolcnce. 1 don’t know but
it might be eetaaiy where the Coffee-houfe is now.

‘y O U are to know this my Anceftor was not only of
a military Genius, but fit alfo for the Arts of Peace, for
he played on the Bafs-Viol as well as any Gentleman at
Court; you fee where his Viol hangs by his Basket-hilt
Sword. The Aftion at the Tilt-y~ard you may be fure
won the fan- Lady, who was a Maid of Honour, and
the greateft Beauty of her Time; here flie ftimds the
next Pifture. You fee, Sir,my GreatG reatG reat Gi«nd-
mother has on the ncw-faftiioned Petticoat, except
that the Modern is gather’d at the Wafte; my Grand-
mother appears as if ftie flood in alarge Drum, whereas
the Ladies now walk asif they were in a Go-Cart.
For all this Lady was bred at Court, fhe became an E.x-
cellent Country-Wife, lhe brought ten Children, and
when | fhew you the Library, you lhall fee in her own
Hand (allowing for the Difference of the Language)
die belt Receipt now in England both for an Hafly-
pudding and a Wiliite-pot.

* If you pleafe to fall back a little, becanfe 'tis necef-
fary to look at the three next Piftures at one View ;
thefe are three Sifters. She on the right Hand, who is
fo very beautiful, died a Maid; the next to her, flill
handfomer, had the fame Fate, againft her Will j this
homely thing in the middle had both their Portions ad-
ded to her own, and was ftolen by a neighbouring Gen-
tleman, a Man of Stratagem and Refolution, lor he
poifoned three Maftiffs to come at her, and knocked
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down two Deer-ftealers in carrying her off. Misfor-
tunes happen in all Families ; The Theft of this Romp
and fo much Money, was no great matter to our Ellate.
But the next Heir that poffelfed it was this foft Gentle-
man, whom you fee there; Obferve the fmall Buttons,
the little Boots, the Laces, the Slalhes about his Clothes,
and above all the Pofture he is drawn in, (which to be
' fure was his own choofmg;) you fee he fits with one
' Hand on a Desk writing and looking as it were ano-
ther way, like an eafy Writer, or a Sonneteer; He was
' one of thofe that had too much Wit to know how to
live in the World; he was a Man of no Juftice, but
great good Manners; he ruined every Body that had
any thing to do with him, but never faid a rude thing
in his Life; the moll indolent Perfon in the World, he
would fign a Deed that paffed away half his Ellate with
his Gloves on, but would not put on his Hat before a
Lady if it were to fave his Country. He is faid to be
the firll that made Love by fqueezing the Hand. He
left the Ellate with ten thouland Pounds Debt upon it,
but however by all Hands | have been informed that
he was every way the finell Gentleman in the World.
That Debt lay heavy on ourHoufe for one Generation,
but it was retrieved by a Gift from that honell Man
you fee there, a- Citizen of our Name, but nothing at
all akin tous. | know Sir AsdrewFreei’ort has
faid behind my Back, that this Man was defeended
from one of the ten Children of the Maid of Honour |
lliewed you above ; but it was never made out. We
winked at the thing indeed, becaufe Money was wantr
ing at that time.
Here | faw my Friend a little embarraffed, and turned
my Face to the next Portraiture.

SIR Roc ER went on with his Account of the Gal-
lery in the following manner. * This Man (pointing to
* him | looked at) 1take to be the Honour of our Houfe.
* SirHumphrey OECOVERLEY]jhe wasin his Deal-
* ings as punflual as a Tradefman, and as generous &s a
* Gentlerman, tie would have thought himifclf as much
* undore by breaking his Word, as it it were to be follow-
* cd by Biinkruptcy. He ferved his Country as Knight of
f tk.us Shire to his dying Day. He found it no eafy m%;

- % - - - -





