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‘  ter to maintain an Integrity in his Words and Aftions»
‘  even in things that regarded the Offices which were in- 
*• cumbent upon him, in the Care of his own Affairs and 
‘  Relations o f Life, and therefore dreaded (tho’ he liad 
'  great Talents) to go into Employments of State, where 
‘  he muft be expofed to the Snares o f Ambition. Inno- 
‘ cence o f Life and great Ability were the diftinguiffiing 
‘  Parts o f his Charaftei-; the latter, he had often obferved,
‘  had led to the Deftrudlion of the former, and ufed fre- 
‘ quently to lament that Great and Good had not the fame 
‘  Signification. HewasanexcellentHusbandm.in, buthad 
‘  refolv’dnottoexceedfuchaDegrceofW ealth jallabove 
‘  it he bellowed in fecret Bounties many Years after the. 
‘  Sum he aimed at for his own Ufe was attained. Yet he 
‘  did not flacken his Induftry, but to a decent old Age 
‘  fpent the Life and Fortune which was fuperfluous to. 
‘ himfelf, in the Service o f his Friends and Neighbours.

H E R E  we were called to Dinner, and Sir R oger. 
ended the Difcourfe o f this Gentleman, by telling me, as 

- we followed the Servant, that this his Ancellor was a brave 
Man, and narrowly efcaped being killed in the CivilW ars;
‘ For, faid he, he was lent out o f the Field upon a private
‘ Meffage, the Day before the Battle o f The
W him of narrowly efcaping by having been within a Day 
o f Danger, with other Matters, above-mentioned, mixed, 
with good Senfe, left me at a Lpfs wiiether I was more 
delighted with my Friend’s Wifdom or Simplicity. R .

N O 110. Friday, Ju ly  6.

Horror ubique animos,fimuI ipfa filentia torrent. Yirg_

At  a little Dillance from Sir R o g e r ’ s Houfc, 
among the Ruins of an old Abbey, there is a long, 
W alk of aged Elms; which arc Ihot up lb very 

high, that when one paffes under them, die Rooks and 
Crows that rcll upon the Tops o f them feem to be Caw­
ing in another Region. I am very much delighted with, 
this fort o f Noife, which I confider as a kind o f natural 
Prayer to tliat Being who fupplies tire Wants of his whole

Cication,.
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Creation, and who, in the beautiful Language o f the 
ffaints, feedeth the young Ravens that call upon him. I 
like this Retirement the better, becaufe o f an ill Report 
it lies under of being haunted; for which Reafon (as I 
have been told in the Family ) no living Creature ever 
walks in it befides the Chaplain. M y good Friend the 
Butler defired me with a very grave Face not to venture 
my felf in it after Sun-fet, for that one o f the Footmen 
had been almoft frighted out o f his Wits by a Spirit that 
appear’d to him in the Shape o f a black Horfe without ah 
H^;d ; to which he added, that about a Month ago one 
o f the Maids coming home late that way with a Pail o f 
M ilk upon her Head, heard fuch a RulUing among the 
Bufhes that (he let it fill.

I was taking a Walk in this Place laft N ight between 
the Hours of Nine and Ten, and could not but fenfy it 
one of the mod proper Scenes in the W^orld for a Ghoil 
to appear in. 'Fhe Ruins of the Abbey are fcattered up 
and down on every Side, and half covered with Ivy and 
Kider Buflies, the Harbours o f feveral folitary Birds which 
feldom make their Appearance till the Dusk o f the Even- 
in». The Place was formerly a Church-yard, and has 
lliTl feveral Marks in it o f Graves and Burying-Place?. 
There is fuch an Echo among the old Ruins and Vaults 
that if  vou (lamp but a little louder than ordinary, p u  
hear the Sound repeated. A t the fame time the Walk of 
Elms, with the Croaking of the Ravens which from time 
to time are heai'd from the Tops o f them, looks exceed­
ing fplemn and venerable. Thefe Objefts naturally raife 
Scrioufnefs and Attention i and when Night heightens the 
Awfulnefs o f the Place, and pours out her fupernumerary 
Horrors upon every thing in it, I do not at all wonder that 
weak Minds fill it with Speftres and Apparitions.

Mr. L O C K E ,  in his Chapter o f the Affociation of 
Ideas, has very curious Remarks to (hew how by the Pre­
judice of Education one Idea often introduces into the 
Mind a whole Set that bear no Refemblance to one ano­
ther in the Nature of things. Among feveral Examples 
o f this Kind, he produces the following Inftance. The 
Ideas of Goblins andS^rivhts haw  really no more to do w ith  
Darknefsthan Light: fe t le t  but a fooUfls Maid inculcate 
thefe often on the Mind o f a Child, and raife them there toge-

thcr.
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ther, fojjibly he Jhall never he able to feparate them again 
fo long as he liv e s ; but Darhncfs Jhall ever aftervsards 
bring vjith it thofe frightful Ideas, and they Jhall be fa 

joined, that he can no more bear the one than the other.
A S !  was walking in this Solitude, where the Dusk 

of the Evening confpired tvith fo many other Occafions 
o f Terror, I  obferved a Cow grazing not far from me, 
which an Imagination that was apt to ftartle might eafiiy 
have conftrued into a black Hoide without an Head : And 
I  dare fiy  the poor Footman loll his Wits upon fome 
fuch trivial Oceafion.

M  Y  Friend Sir R o c g r has often told me with a 
good deal ofM irth, that at his firll coming to his Ellate 
he found thi ee Parts o f his Houfe altogether ufelcfs; that ' 
the bell Room in it had the Reputation of being haunted, 
and b)' that means was locked up ; that Noifes had been 
heard in his long Gallery, fo that he could not get a Ser­
vant to enter it after eight o’ Clock at N ig h t; that the 
Door of one of his Chambers, was nailed up, becaufe there 
went a Story in the Family that a Butler had formerly 
hang’d himfelf in i t ; and that his Mother, who lived to 
a great Age, had ihut up half the Rooms in the Houfe, 
in which either her Husband, a Son, or Daughter had 
died. T he Knight feeing his Habitation reduced to fo 
fmall a Compafs, and himfelf in a manner Ihut out o f his 
own Houfe, upon the Death of his Mother ordered all 
the Apartments to be flung open, and exorcifed by his 
Chaplain, who lay in every Room one after another, 
and hy that means diffipated the Fears which had fo long 
reigned in the Family.

1 Ihould not have been thus particular upon thefe ridi­
culous Horrors, did not I find them fo very much pre­
vail in all Parts o f the Cdlmtry. A t the fame time I think 
a Perfon who is thus terrify’d with the Imagination o f 
Gholls and Speftres much more rcafonablc than one who 
contrary to the Reports of all Hiftorians facred and 
profane, ancient and modern, and to the Traditions o f 
all Nations, thinks the Appearance of Spirits fabulous 
and groundlefs; Could not I give my fclf up to this ge­
neral Teftimony of Mankind, I Ihould to the Relations 
o f particular Perfons who are now living, and wliom I 
sannot diftruit in other Matters o f Fadl. I  might here

add}
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add, that not only the Hiftorians, to whom we may join 
the Poets, but likewife the Philofophers o f Antiquity 
have fivoured this Opinion. Lucretius himfelf, though 
by the Courfe o f his Philofophy he was obliged to main­
tain that the Soul did not exiil feparate from the Body,. 
makes no doubt o f the Reality o f Apparitions, and that 
Men have often appeared after their Deadi. I'his I  think 
very remarkable; he was fo prelTed with the Matter o f 
Faft which he could not have the Confidence to deny, 
that he was forced to account for it by one o f the moll 
abfurd unphilofophical Notions that was ever darted. He- 
tells us. That the Surfeces of all Bodies are perpetually 
flying off from their refpeftive Bodies, one after ano­
ther ; and that thefe Surfaces or thin Cafes that included 
each other whilfl they were joined in the Body like the 
Coats o f an Onion, are fometimes feen intire when they 
are feparated from i t ; by which means we often behold 
the Shapes and Shadows o f Perfons who are either dead 
or abfent.

I lhall difmifs this Paper with a Story out of JoJef bus, 
not fo much for the fake of the Story it felf as for tlie 
moral Reflexions with which the Author concludes it, 
and which I fliall here fet down in his own Words.
‘  Glaphyra the Daughter o f King Archelaus, after the 
‘ Death of her two firll Husbands (being married to 
‘  a third, who was Brother to her firit Husband, and fo 
‘  paflio;.;.tely in love with her that he turned off his 
‘  form-r W ife to make room for this Marriage) had a 
‘  verj odd kind of Dream. She flinfled that fhc faw her 

■ * firft Flusband coming towards her, and that fhe em- 
*■ braced him with great Tendemefs; when in the midlt o f 
‘  the Pleafure which fhe expreffed at the Sight of him,
‘ he reproached her after the following manner : Gla- 
‘  flryra, fays he, thou haft made good the old Saying, 
‘  T liat Women are not to be trufted. Was not I  the 
‘ Flusband of thy Virginity ? Have I not Children by 
‘ thee ? How couldft thou forget our Loves fo for as to 
‘  enter into a fecond Marriage, andafter thatinto a third,
‘ nay to talie for thy Husband a Man who has fo lliame- 
‘  Icfly crept into the Bed of his Brother ? However, for 
‘  the fake of oar paffed Loves, I fhall fre^thee from thy 
'• prefent Reproach, and make thee mine for ever. Gla-

‘  phyra

'
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